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Future Meeting:

August 3, 2004 PleaseJoin Us... AWNA meeting,
(széoeg{c?)'vllvfm.) Tuesday, May 4, 2004
Vind%&lﬁbrary

Vineland Librar y- Community Room

Thisisagreat way to get involved with your neighborhood and meet your
neighbors! Pizza Social begins at 6:50 with the meeting starting at 7:00.

Ama%.gﬁ AWNA Mesgting Agenda— May 4, 2004
—
l. Introductions
ANNA Baard: [1. City of San Jose Update — Jo Coffaro
M”ﬁg”(?;‘tiec' A. Almaden Winery Community Center Programming
5666 ﬁgg‘g&[) rive I11. Youth Lot Committee Status Report
mtkubi ni eax@cscom IV. Park Committee Status Report
V. Planning AWNA Summer Potluck/Party
Car\’}.‘ﬁ't'g‘g‘é}?é‘oa“ V1. Miscellaneous / New |ssues
Cgafg%%g?;m A. Next Newsletter —Articles due July 8, 2004
e VII. Next Meeting — Tues, Aug 39, 7:00 pm/Pizza Socid — 6:50 pm
2%%7? A. Location —Vineland Library Community Activities Room
dsakd @earthlink. net B. Future Meetingsin 2004: Oct 5; Dec 7
Nick Wright
Vindand Rep
265-2983
S Third Annual AWNA
s Great American Block Party
Nick L
ek ebodyrpam ~  Potluck & Barbecue  __
.—:\% Saturday, June 26 *—\\ é
7 (7= 11:30 to 3:30 TIN7=
fﬂ Iﬁ Games- Bounce House-Tons of Fun fﬁ '\\‘

Volunteers Needed!
Help create some fun and tradition to your neighborhood!
Please contact
Jim Graham @ 408-269-3197 or Nancy Sakal @ 408-266-8797




Neighborhood Bitsé& Bytes..

Neighborhood Boy Reaches Rank Of Eagle Scout

By Joan Schenck

Recently a Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Eagle Court of Honor was held for two local boyswho
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. Lorin L.Thompson (Valley Chrigian H.S. Class of’ 03), and
Chrigtopher J. Schenck (Archbishop Mitty H.S. Classof ' 04) celebrated Boy Scouts' highest achieve-
ment together. Christopher and hisfamily areresidentsof Vintage. Lorinand Chrishadbeenin Cub
Scout Pack 334 and Boy Scout Troop 390 for over 11 yeas of scouting. Together their combined
Eagle service projects totaled over one thousand hours. A fine example of youth committed to
serving thewider community by donating their time and talent to thefollowing projects. Lorinbuilt
bulletin board display cases for Willow Glen Elementary School, and Chris built a professond
horseshoecourt at St. Frances Cabrini Parish’s picnic area. They each had to plan and write their
project proposal, fundraise the money, and manage their team of volunteers to assist them. A totd
of over four hundred hours by volunteer men and women scout leaders were dedicated to these
scouts on the trail to Eagle On February 6, 2004, al 218 membe's of the Class of 2003 Eagle

Scouts of BSA Santa ClaraCouncil were adknowledged at their annual
council dinner celebration.

Youth Lot Paversand Bench Plaques

by Karen Van Dyke

Theentranceto the new youth lat, for which congtruction is currently
scheduled to begin in October, will feature awalkway into which 100 -200
“pavers’, or personalized tiles, can be incorporated. These 8" x 8"granite
tilesare agreat way for neighbors and businesses to indudetheir name and
contribute to the park atthe same time The cost for pavers for familiesis
$200 for oneor two engraved lines and $225 for three engraved lines. The
cost for businesses is $350 for one or two lines; $375 for three lines.

Also inthe plans for the new addition to the park are up to four new
benches, all of which can accommodate personalized plaques. Park users
have probably noticed therecent addition of bronze bench plaquesto three
of the existing benches along the walkway. Thisisalovely and meaningful

way to commemorate aloved one or include your family’s namein the park.

Cost for bench plaquesis $1,000.00.

Missing Grey Cat
$150.00 Reward

Our cat Smokey was lost onApril
7th. Heis6 years dld, grey, hasa
bend in histail, and ismissng a
tooth on hisleft Sde. Heisan
indoor cat and may havedifficulty
fending for himself outdoors.

If you have seen him, pleasecall us
at 408-445-2688 (home) or
408-603-9924 (cell phone: Maria)
or 408-603-9926 (cell phone: Mike)

Thedeadinefor paver and plaque ordersis May 15th. Orders should be dropped off at 1516
Treviso Ave. Please contact Karen Van Dyke a 978-5817 or kvandyke@stanford.edu for an order
form or further information. All park-related contributions are tax-deductible. Please help with our

lagt fund-raising push for our new playground!

Theft in the LouisBenoit Garden
by Nancy Sakal

Last summer our city maintenance ass stant in the Park bought some Hibiscuswith her ownmoney

and came in on her own time to plant them in the Louis Benoit Garden. Thenext time she came to
work they were gone. Just recently some one tried to pull some azalea's out of the ground in the
L ouisBenoit Garden. Sincethey were established plantsthey just succeeded in ripping them up. It
was apparent they didn’t have ashovel to dig them out. The Hibiscus were freshly planted so they
probably cameout easy. Itisvery dark inthat areaat night and not visble from the road soit isan
easy area for theft. If you see some one disturbing plants in that garden at night please call the
palice. | know that peoplefromthe neighborhoodwalk their dogsat night or walk throughthe park.
Please keep your eyes open.



Editor’sApology
By Michael
Kubiniec

TheJanuary 2004
newsd etter con-
tained an article
that promoted an
endorsement off
the Measure G
parcel tax that was
ontheMarch
election bdlot for
the City of San
Jose. An opposing
viewpoint was not
included. It was
inappropriate for
the Almaden
Winery Neighbor-
hood Association
to take a stand on
such a palitical
matter. It isnot the
palicy for the
Neighborhood
Asociation to take
positions either for
or againgt palitical
or legidative
matters, political
candidates or any
other political
views. If you were
offended or felt
othewise ag-
grieved, please
accept our

apologies.

Irrigation of the Chambertin Strip

It is nearly time to start our watering of the Chambertin gtrip that doesn’t
have automaic watering. We water twice aweek on Wednesday and
either weekend day. Itisvey easy todo. You just tumn iton and come
back intwo hoursand turnit off. | would particularly like to hear from
someof you who live right across the street on Chambertin. You benefit
the mogt and it is closer to your houses. | have one person who waters
who lives across the street on Chambertin, Please contact Nancy Sakal at 266-8797 or
dsakal @earthlink.net if you would like to help this year.

VolunteersWanted

On Saturday, June 26, we will be holding our Third Annual AWNA Block Party and we can use
your help with the planning process and execution of the event. No experience necessary, just
provide some good ideas for activities, decor and assst with the set up and clean up. Please
contact Nancy Sakal at 408-266-8797 or Jim Graham at 408-269-3197

Youth Group Committee Disbanded
Due to inconsggtant particpation, the Youth Group has been dishanded

Please Help the Youth Lot

Pavers & Plagues

Park Bench
Plaque $1000

6““6.&' Le AR

Book Sale
Vineland Library Paver a Youth

L ot Entrance

Saturday, May 1 ||| $200t08225

Please support your neighborhood Library by Deadline for
donating your used books or volunteering to .

hd p with the sale, restocking or specid Purchaseis May 15

events. Applicationform for the Friends of

on page 8 of this newsl etter .
- for your reservation form or
Donated books should be in good additiona information at
to excdlent condition please. 408-978-5817

House For Rent

Tresor, Ruby Model home isavailable for lease. 3 bedroom, 2.5 baths, washer, dryer,
and gardening service included. - Please contact Donna at 264-1166




Carmella'sReal Estate Cor ner

By Carmella Graham, Neighbor & Realtor

| am very happy to have recaved a couple of questions for this issue of
the newdetter.

| have heard we are back in the multiple offer market, what
information do you have on this new changein the market?

Yes, the multiple offer market has returned however it is alittle more
regrictiveand definedthan acouple of yearsago. With theinterest rates
holding at record lows and thethrea of an increase hanging over many
buyersheads, there hasbeen asense of urgency for many first timehome
buyers looking in the entry level price range of under $500,000 for a

sngle family home (Itreally isunbelievableto consider ahalf a million asentry level!!) | have
had some first hand experience with homes being "bid up" anywhere from $5,000 to $25,000
over asking price and was actually caught presenting an offer dong with 25 others on a piece of
property. Many agents are now setting up dates and time to review all offers. | am also noticing
that homesin the“moveup” pricerangeareaso receivinganumber of offersat or aboveasking
price Thetownhouse/condo market has remaned relatively seady over the last few months.

What do you think is the most important inspection to have when purchasing ahome?

Thisvaies based upon visud observation of the home and most importantly, thedisclosures. |
aways suggest that my buyers secure a termite ingpection, roof ingpection and homeingpection
and a pod and chimney inspection when applicable. Based upon some of the answers in the

seller’sdisclosure and my own personal observation, | will oftentimessuggest
a foundation inspection or geo-technical ingpection. | recently represented
buyersin atransaction where the seller’s had disclosed a past problem with
ganding water under the home. The sellers had ingtalled a sump pump a
numbe of years ago to correct the Stuation. The recent home ingpection
indicated there wasstill water under the home so, at my suggestion, my buyers
secured a geo-technical ingpection. Thisindicaed that there was a dranage
problem with lot and to correct the problem, a series of drains would have to
be indalled in addition to another sump pump. Wewere ableto successfully
re-negotiate the purchase price of the home to compensate the buyersfor the
additiond cogts and all parties were happy!

Asasdde note, even when purchasng a new home, it isworth the time and
expense to secure a home ingpection. A qualified home ingpector may find
items overlooked by the contractor or construction crew and will provide the
buyer with aligt of itemsto be corrected by the builder prior to movein.

If you have a question far
Carmella’'s Red Estate Corner
please call Carmella at
(408) 354-1235 ext. 841
o snd anemail to

cgraham@apr.com

When | list ahome for sale, | will suggest to the seller's that we secure atermite inspectionand a
roof ingpection as part of our disclosure package It allows the buye's to make an informed
decison and & the same time, prevents any significant suprises and costs for the seller.




Park Committee
Meambers:

Jbe Cassdta
casetta@us.ibm.oom

Mike Kubiniec
MT Kubinief@c om

Amy Paschal
atpaschal @aol.com

Nangy Sakal
dsakal@ear thlink.net

Bryan Shisler
sobvaptl0@hmealom
Shdley Shidler
Carol Svetapde

Nidk Wright
nick@wright.org

Almaden Winery Neighborhood Park News..

Ugly Rye Grass Removed..New Landscape Planted!
by Geoffrey Marks

On Saturday March 13th, asmall band of brave soulsgathered
at the park on Chambertin Driveto replacethevery ugly rye grassthat
was plantedwhen the park wasfirs commissoned. ( HeadsUp Home
ownersl Don'’t ever put rye grassin your ownyards) Nancy Sakal
and Carol Sweetapple (Carol doesn’t even live in our community)
worked tirelesdy the week prior to the 13th, to gart clearing the rye
grass. They had dug up about half of it by the moming of the 13th.
Thiswas a great help, the rye grass has deep roots and is extremely
difficultto dig up and remove. | haveto admire their tenacity.

Mogt of the morning was spent removing therye grassfrom the
remaning half of the bed. In the afternoon the group planted approximately 150 different
plants shrubs and trees. Anybody passing by cannot help but notice theimprovement that has
beenmadeto thearea. |1 would like everybody tojoin with me and thank theindividudslisted
below for their hard work and contribution to beautifying our neighborhood.

Nancy and Doug Sakd, The entire Shider Family, Joe Cassetta, Amy Paschal, Nick
Wright, Lori Logan, Jm Graham, Helen Wu, Alla Volochina and her 8 year old Grandson
Vladimir, Michael Kubiniec and David Paoli.

Further to this | would like to thank the park committee for their on going eforts to
upgrade our park and the community in generd. And let us not forget Carmella Graham who
bascally put up all the money to purchase the plants that were selected.

For those peoplewhoareinto statigtics, hereisthe skinny: Ittook 103 hoursof laborto
removetheryegrassandreplant thearea. Thiswould have cost the community approximatdy
$5,700.00 to have this done by professionals.

On apersond note asamember of the(HOA Board for Tresor) all | ever hear are people
whining and complaining about stuff! | was pleased to be associated with a project that did
something good for the whole community. It is unfortunate that we don’t have more civic
minded individualsliving in our community.

“ Never inthehigtory of the ‘Park’ was so much owed, by so many, to so few!”

From the Park Committee

Please Clean Up After Your Dog
Almaden Park gardener’s and volunteers have noticed an increase in dog feces in the park -
particularly in the rose garden areaand along the pathways. The park provides plastic bags for
disposing of dog waste andthey arelocated just outsdetherose garden. Please be courteousto
your neighbors and clean up after your pet.

Dumping Itemsin the Park
The gardena’s also have found discarded plant pots and dirt in thegarden. Our park isnot a
land fill.

Gazebo Vandalism

There has been vandalism in the gazebo area. A water top was taken off and thrown at the
gazebo and broke afloor board.

Sprinklers

Thegadener’sare congtantly havingto replacesprinkler headsin the rose garden becausekids
ride over them with their bicycles or skate boards or just kick them for fun. The Parks Depart-
ment isin acriss of funding and if this continues they might not be able to continue repladng
them.



Almaden Winery Nieghbor hood Dir ectory

Support your neighbor sas they support the neighbor hood!
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AWNA Mesting
Dates- 2004

May 5
August 3
October 5

December 7

Please note
new day!

All meetings will

be held at the

New Vindand
Library and
will begin at

6:50 with the
Pizza Socid

and concl udest

gpproximatel y

8:30

Vindand
Library Hours

M-W
11-8 p.m.
TH-SA
10-6 p.m.
SUNDAY
1-5p.m.

The Almaden Winery Neighbor hood Association
NeedsYour Support!

As you know, the Almaden Winery Nei ghborhood A ssociati on does not coll ect any dues
and has no mandatory fees. All community-wide acti viti es and this newsletter are funded
exclusively throughyour individual contributions. This newsletter would not be possible
unless we received donations. Won't you consider making a donation? $5, $10, $20 or
whatever you choseis fine. Please make your check out to the Almaden Winery
Neghborhood A ssociation, and complete the following:

Yed | wauld like to make a donation!

(Please fill in the requested i nfor mation so you can be added to the AWNA Directory. All
infor mation will be held in the strictest confidential ity and will not be used for commercial
pur poses.)

Name:

Address:

Telephone: H: W

Email Address:;

Amount: $5 $10 $20 Other

Mail or ddiver to:

Almaden W nery Nel ghborhood Association
c/o Michad Kubiniec

5666 Brionne Drive

San Jose, CA 95118-3914

Thank you very much for your generosity!

What isthe Almaden Winery Neighbor hood Association?
We are not...A homeowners Associaion, nor are we &filiated with the Tresor Homeowner's

Assodi ation and we do not havemadated dues or membership fees!

We are...A volunteer group formed for the 368 homes that make up Vintage (151), Tresor (160) and
Vindand he ping to make our community a better placetolive. N o one receives any monetary
ccompensation for the time, tdent or energy contributed to the community.

You are...A member, dthough if you have not attended on of the mestings, you may be considered
"inactive'. Why don't you become involved? If you never come to a meeting, how do we know
what's on your mind?



Friends of theVinel and and Al maden Branch Libraries

We are avolunteer, non-profit organization whose main purpose is to support
and strengthen theVindand Branch Library. We are established in conjunction with the
Almaden Branch Library during its renovation. Some acti viti es incl ude:

- Providing educational programs for the residents in our community
- Providing outreach programs for the our teens

- Supplementing thelibrary’s book coll ection

- Hosting guest author events

Our mgjor funraising event is our twice yearly book sae. L ook for our next
one on Saturday, May 1. Book donati ons for these sales are most wel come and may be
left at the Vineand Branch Library. We also conduct ongoing book sdes in the Friends
areaof library. Active partici pation is welcome in the sharing of your time, your ideas,
and your td ents. Everyone can help!

Pleasefill out a membership application today. L eave the completed form and mem-
bership check at the Library’s circulation desk or mail to:

Friends of the Vineland Branch Library
1450 Blossom Hill Road
San Jose, CA 95118

cut here

Friends of the Vindland & Almaden Branch Libraries
Membership Application
Name
Address
City and State Zip
Phone Date

I'll help with:
oBook Sale 0 Speciad Events o0 Sorting & Stocking

Please check your category:

o Student/Senior  $5.00 « elliian,
o Individua/Family $10.00
o Patron (Life)  $50.00

)
<
S,
&

GR’“’CH e eA®®

0 pm

00 am to 3

Wolunteers and Donations FEequested- Flease contact Vineland Library Customer service Desle

Vineland Library Book Sale! Saturday, May 1 from 9




