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Please Join Us ... AWNA meeting,
Tuesday,  May 4, 2004

Vineland Library- Community Room
This is a great way to get involved with your neighborhood and meet your
neighbors!  Pizza Social begins at 6:50 with the meeting starting at 7:00.

Third Annual AWNA

Great American Block Party
Potluck & Barbecue

Saturday, June 26
11:30 to 3:30

Games- Bounce House-Tons of Fun

Volunteers Needed!
Help create some fun and tradition to your neighborhood!

Please contact
 Jim Graham @ 408-269-3197 or Nancy Sakal @ 408-266-8797

AWNA Meeting Agenda – May 4, 2004

I.  Introductions

          II.  City of San Jose Update – Jo Coffaro

A. Almaden Winery Community Center Programming

         III.  Youth Lot Committee Status Report

         IV.  Park Committee Status Report

    V.  Planning AWNA Summer Potluck/Party

  VI. Miscellaneous / New Issues

   A.  Next Newsletter – Articles due July 8, 2004

      VII.  Next Meeting – Tues, Aug 3rd,  7:00 pm/Pizza Social – 6:50 pm

    A.  Location – Vineland Library Community Activities Room

    B.  Future Meetings in 2004: Oct 5; Dec 7
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Missing  Grey Cat
$150.00 Reward

Our cat Smokey was lost on April
7th. He is 6 years old, grey, has a
bend in his tail, and is missing a
tooth on his left side. He is an
indoor cat and may have difficulty
fending for himself outdoors.
If you have seen him, please call us
at  408-445-2688 (home) or
408-603-9924 (cell phone: Maria)
or 408-603-9926 (cell phone: Mike)

Neighborhood Bits & Bytes...

Neighborhood Boy Reaches Rank Of Eagle Scout
By Joan Schenck
Recently a Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Eagle Court of Honor was held for two local boys who
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.  Lorin L.Thompson (Valley Christian H.S. Class of’03), and
Christopher J. Schenck (Archbishop Mitty H.S. Class of ’04) celebrated Boy Scouts’ highest achieve-
ment together. Christopher and his family are residents of Vintage. Lorin and Chris had been in Cub
Scout Pack 334 and Boy Scout Troop 390 for over 11 years of scouting.  Together their combined
Eagle service projects totaled over one thousand hours.  A fine example of youth committed to
serving the wider community by donating their time and talent to the following projects: Lorin built
bulletin board display cases for Willow Glen Elementary School, and Chris built a professional
horseshoe court at St. Frances Cabrini Parish’s picnic area. They each had to plan and write their
project proposal, fundraise the money, and manage their team of volunteers to assist them.  A total
of over four hundred hours by volunteer men and women scout leaders were dedicated to these
scouts on the trail to Eagle. On February 6, 2004, all 218 members of the Class of 2003 Eagle
Scouts of BSA Santa Clara Council were acknowledged at their annual
council dinner celebration.

Youth Lot Pavers and Bench Plaques
by Karen Van Dyke
The entrance to the new youth lot, for which construction is currently
scheduled to begin in October, will feature a walkway into which 100 -200
“pavers”, or personalized tiles, can be incorporated.  These 8" x 8"granite
tiles are a great way for neighbors and businesses to include their name and
contribute to the park at the same time.  The cost for pavers for families is
$200 for one or two engraved lines and $225 for three engraved lines.  The
cost for businesses is $350 for one or two lines; $375 for three lines.
Also in the plans for the new addition to the park are up to four new
benches, all of which can accommodate personalized plaques.  Park users
have probably noticed the recent addition of bronze bench plaques to three
of the existing benches along the walkway.  This is a lovely and meaningful
way to commemorate a loved one or include your family’s name in the park.
Cost for bench plaques is $1,000.00.
The deadline for paver and plaque orders is May 15th. Orders should be dropped off at 1516
Treviso Ave.   Please contact Karen Van Dyke at 978-5817 or kvandyke@stanford.edu for an order
form or further information. All park-related contributions are tax-deductible.  Please help with our
last fund-raising push for our new playground!

Theft in the Louis Benoit Garden
by Nancy Sakal
 Last summer our city maintenance assistant in the Park bought some Hibiscus with her own money
and came in on her own time to plant them in the Louis Benoit Garden.  The next time she came to
work they were gone.  Just recently some one tried to pull some azalea’s out of the ground in the
Louis Benoit Garden.  Since they were established plants they just succeeded in ripping them up.  It
was apparent they didn’t have a shovel to dig them out.  The Hibiscus were freshly planted so they
probably came out easy.  It is very dark in that area at night and not visible from the road so it is an
easy area for theft.  If you see some one disturbing plants in that garden at night please call the
police.  I know that people from the neighborhood walk their dogs at night or walk through the park.
Please keep your eyes open.
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Irrigation of the Chambertin Strip
It is nearly time to start our watering of the Chambertin strip that doesn’t
have automatic watering.  We water twice a week on Wednesday and
either weekend day.  It is very easy to do.  You just turn it on and come
back in two hours and turn it off.  I would particularly like to hear from
some of you who live right across the street on Chambertin.  You benefit
the most and it is closer to your houses.  I have one person who waters
who lives across the street on Chambertin.  Please contact Nancy Sakal at 266-8797 or
dsakal@earthlink.net if you would like to help this year.

Volunteers Wanted
On Saturday, June 26, we will be holding our Third Annual AWNA Block Party and we can use
your help with the planning process and execution of the event.  No experience necessary, just
provide some good ideas for activities, decor and assist with the set up and clean up.  Please
contact Nancy Sakal at 408-266-8797 or Jim Graham at 408-269-3197

Youth Group Committee Disba nded
Due to inconsistant particpation, the Youth Group  has been disbanded

House For Rent
Tresor, Ruby Model home is available for lease.  3 bedroom, 2.5 baths, washer, dryer,

and gardening service included. - Please contact Donna at 264-1166

Book Sale
Vineland Library
Saturday, May 1

Please support your neighborhood Library by
donating your used books or volunteering to

help with the sale, restocking or special
events.  Application form for the Friends of

the Vineland Library can be found
on page 8 of this newsletter

Donated books should be in good
to excellent condition please.

Please Help the Youth Lot

Pavers & Plaques

  Park Bench
Plaque $1000

Paver at Youth
Lot Entrance
$200 to $225

Deadline for
Purchase is May 15

Please contact Karen Van Dyke
for your reservation form or

additional information at
408-978-5817

Editor’s Apology
By Michael
Kubiniec

The January 2004
newsletter con-
tained an article
that promoted an
endorsement off
the Measure G

parcel tax that was
on the March

election ballot for
the City of San

Jose. An opposing
viewpoint was not
included.  It was
inappropriate for

the Almaden
Winery Neighbor-
hood Association
to take a stand on
such a political

matter. It is not the
policy for the

Neighborhood
Association to take
positions either for
or against political

or legislative
matters, political
candidates or any

other political
views. If you were

offended or felt
otherwise ag-

grieved, please
accept our
apologies.
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Carmella 's Real Estate Corner

By Carmella Graham, Neighbor & Realtor

If you have a question for
Carmella's Real Estate Corner

please call Carmella at
(408) 354-1235 ext. 841

or  send an email to
 cgraham@apr.com

I am very happy to have received a couple of questions for this issue of
the newsletter.

I have heard we are back in the multiple offer market, what
information do you have on this new change in  the market?

Yes, the multiple offer market has returned however it is a little more
restrictive and defined than a couple of years ago. With the interest rates
holding at record lows and the threat of an increase hanging over many
buyers heads, there has been a sense of urgency for many first time home
buyers looking in the entry level price range of under $500,000 for a
single family home (It really is unbelievable to consider a half a million as entry level!!)  I have
had some first hand experience with homes being "bid up" anywhere from $5,000 to $25,000
over asking price and was actually caught presenting an offer along with 25 others on a piece of
property.  Many agents are now setting up dates and time to review all offers.  I am also noticing
that homes in the “move up” price range are also receiving a number of offers at or  above asking
price.  The townhouse/condo market has remained relatively steady over the last few months.

What do you think is the most important inspection to have when purchasing a home?

This varies based upon visual observation of the home and most importantly, the disclosures.  I
always suggest that my buyers secure a termite inspection, roof inspection and home inspection
and a pool and chimney inspection when applicable.  Based upon some of the answers in the
seller’s disclosure and my own personal observation, I will often times suggest
a foundation inspection or geo-technical inspection.  I recently represented
buyers in a transaction where the seller’s had disclosed a past problem with
standing water under the home.  The sellers had installed a sump pump a
number of years ago to correct the situation.  The recent home inspection
indicated there was still water under the home so, at my suggestion, my buyers
secured a geo-technical inspection.  This indicated that there was a drainage
problem with lot and to correct the problem, a series of drains would have to
be installed in addition to another sump pump.  We were able to successfully
re-negotiate the purchase price of the home to compensate the buyers for the
additional costs and all parties were happy!
As a side note, even when purchasing a new home, it is worth the time and
expense to secure a home inspection.  A qualified home inspector may find
items overlooked by the contractor or construction crew and will provide the
buyer with a list of items to be corrected by the builder prior to move in.

When I list a home for sale, I will suggest to the seller's that we secure a termite inspection and a
roof inspection as part of our disclosure package.  It allows the buyer's to make an informed
decision and at the same time, prevents any significant suprises and costs for the seller.
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Park Committee
Members:

Joe Cassetta
cassetta@us.ibm.com

Mike Kubiniec
MTKubiniec@cs.com

Amy Paschal
atpaschal@aol.com

Nancy Sakal
dsakal@earthlink.net

Bryan Shisler
sidewaysrt10@hotmail.com

Shelley Shisler

Carol Sweetapple

Nick Wright
nick@wright.org

Ugly Rye Grass Removed...New Landsca pe Planted!
by Geoffrey Marks

On Saturday March 13th,  a small band of brave souls gathered
at the park on Chambertin Drive to replace the very ugly rye grass that
was planted when the park was first commissioned.  ( Heads Up Home
owners!  Don’t ever put rye grass in your own yards)  Nancy Sakal
and Carol Sweetapple (Carol doesn’t even live in our community)
worked tirelessly the week prior to the 13th, to start clearing the rye
grass.  They had dug up about half of it by the morning of the 13th.
This was a great help, the rye grass has deep roots and is extremely
difficult to dig up and remove.  I have to admire their tenacity.

Most of the morning was spent removing the rye grass from the
remaining half of the bed.  In the afternoon the group planted approximately 150 different
plants shrubs and trees.  Anybody passing by cannot help but notice the improvement that has
been made to the area.  I would like everybody to join with me and thank the individuals listed
below for their hard work and contribution to beautifying our neighborhood.

Nancy and Doug Sakal,  The entire Shisler Family, Joe Cassetta, Amy Paschal, Nick
Wright, Lori Logan, Jim Graham, Helen Wu, Alla Volochina and her 8 year old Grandson
Vladimir, Michael Kubiniec and David Paoli.

Further to this I would like to thank the park committee for their on going efforts to
upgrade our park and the community in general. And let us not forget Carmella Graham who
basically put up all the money to purchase the plants that were selected.

For those people who are into statistics, here is the skinny:  It took 103 hours of labor to
remove the rye grass and replant the area.  This would have cost the community approximately
$5,700.00 to have this done by professionals.

On a personal note as a member of the (HOA Board for Tresor) all I ever hear are people
whining and complaining about stuff!  I was pleased to be associated with a project that did
something good for the whole community.  It is unfortunate that we don’t have more civic
minded individuals living in our community.

“ Never in the history of the ‘Park’ was so much owed, by so many, to so few!”

Almaden Winery Neighborhood Park News...

From the Park Committee
Please Clean Up After Your Dog
Almaden Park gardener’s and volunteers have noticed an increase in dog feces in the park -
particularly in the rose garden area and along the pathways.  The park provides plastic bags for
disposing of dog waste and they are located just outside the rose garden.  Please be courteous to
your neighbors and clean up after your pet.
Dumping Items in the Park
The gardener’s also have found discarded plant pots and dirt in the garden.  Our park is not a
land fill.
Gazebo Vandalism
There has been vandalism in the gazebo area.  A water top was taken off and thrown at the
gazebo and broke a floor board.
 Sprinklers
The gardener’s are constantly having to replace sprinkler heads in the rose garden because kids
ride over them with their bicycles or skate boards or just kick them for fun.  The Parks Depart-
ment is in a crisis of funding and if this continues they might not be able to continue replacing
them.
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Almaden Winery Nieghborhood Directory
Support your neighbors as they support the neighborhood!

Place Your Ad Here!

Your Neighbors Could be
Your Best Customers.
Contact Mike Kubiniec

408.445.2644

Kid's  Corner
Listings are

available to the
neighborhood

youth at no charge!
Listings must be

submitted by  the
15th of each month

to jgraham269
@earthlink.net

Babysitter
 Available:

Ashley Kubiniec
is almost

12 years old
and enjoys being

around kids.
She is available
to babysit your
children on the
weekends and
some weekday

afternoons.
Dependable and

caring.
Lives in the

 Almaden Winery.
If interested,
call Ashley at

445-2644.

Kid's
Corner
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The Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
Needs Your Support!

As you know, the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association does not collect any dues
and has no mandatory fees. All community-wide activities and this newsletter are funded
exclusively through your  individual contributions. This newsletter would not be possible
unless we received donations. Won’t you consider making a donation? $5, $10, $20 or
whatever you chose is fine. Please make your check out to the Almaden Winery
Neighborhood Association, and complete the following:

  Yes! I would like to make a donation!
(Please fill in the requested information so you can be added to the AWNA Directory. All
information will be held in the strictest confidentiality and will not be used for commercial
purposes.)

Name:  ________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

Telephone: H:  _______________________ W:  ________________________

Email Address:
________________________________________________________

Amount: $5  _____     $10  _____     $20  _____     Other  _____

Mail or deliver to:
Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
c/o Michael Kubiniec
5666 Brionne Drive
San Jose, CA 95118-3914
Thank you very much for your generosity!

What is the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association?
We are not...A homeowners Association, nor are we affiliated with the Tresor Homeowner's
Association and we do not have madated dues or membership fees!
We are...A volunteer group formed for the 368 homes that make up Vintage (151), Tresor (160) and

Vineland helping to make our community a better place to live.  No one receives any monetary
ccompensation for the time, talent or energy contributed to the community.
You are...A member, although if you have not attended on of the meetings, you may be considered
"inactive".  Why don't you become involved?  If you never come to a meeting, how do we know
what's on your mind?

AWNA Meeting
Dates- 2004

May 5
August 3
October 5

December 7

Please note
new day!

All meetings will
be held at the
New Vineland

Library and
will begin at
6:50 with the
 Pizza Social

and concludeat
approximately

8:30

Vineland
Library Hours

M-W

11-8 p.m.

TH-SA

10-6 p.m.

SUNDAY

1-5 p.m.
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We are a volunteer, non-profit organization whose main purpose is to support
and strengthen theVineland Branch Library. We are established in conjunction with the
Almaden Branch Library during its renovation. Some activities include:

         - Providing educational programs for the residents in our community
         - Providing outreach programs for the our teens

                        - Supplementing the library’s book collection
                        - Hosting guest author events

Our major funraising event is our twice yearly book sale. Look for our next
one on Saturday, May 1.  Book donations for these sales are most welcome and may be
left at the Vineland Branch Library.  We also conduct ongoing book sales in the Friends
area of  library. Active participation is welcome in the sharing of your time, your ideas,
and your talents. Everyone can help!

Please fill out a membership application today.   Leave the completed form and mem-
bership check at the Library’s circulation desk or mail to:

Friends of the Vineland Branch Library
1450 Blossom Hill Road
 San Jose, CA 95118

——————————————cut here—————————————————

Friends of the Vineland & Almaden Branch Libraries
Membership Application

   Name  ___________________________________________________
   Address__________________________________________________
   City and State_____________________________     Zip ___________
   Phone_____________________          Date______________________

   I’ll help with:
          o Book Sale     o  Special Events     o  Sorting & Stocking

  Please check your category:

o  Student/Senior      $5.00
o  Individual/Family $10.00
o  Patron (Life)       $50.00

Friends of the Vineland and Almaden Branch Libraries


