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Please Join Us ... AWNA meeting,
Wednesday, February 4, 2004

Vineland Library- Community Room
This is a great way to get involved with your neighborhood and meet your
neighbors!  Pizza Social begins at 6:50 with the meeting starting at 7:00.

AWNA Meeting Agenda - February 4, 2004

I. Introductions
II. City of San Jose Update - Jo Coffaro
III. Youth Lot Committee Status Report

A. Additional Fundraising Requirements - $45K
B. Ongoing Activities
C. New Developments

IV. Park Committee Status Report
V. Youth Group Committee Update
VI. Planning AWNA Summer Potluck/Party
VII. Miscellaneous / New Issues

A. Next Newsletter - Articles due April 8 2004
B. Need Newsletter Publisher
C. Open Forum

VIII. Next Meeting - Wed, May 5th, 7:00 PM (Pizza Social - 6:50 PM)
A. Location - TBD
B. Future Meetings in 2004: Aug 4; Oct 6; Dec 1

Check Out The AWNA Web Site!
Our new site webmaster and Tresor resident, Paris Dieker, has been putting in countless
hours improving the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association’s web site:
www.awna.org. If you have not been there in a while, it’s time to pay a visit!

Take a look at some pictures from the Vineland Branch Library Grand Opening held on
January 17th. Also, returning to the website is the Almaden Gardens Master Plan that was
prepared for the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association back in 1997 by landscape
architect students from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obisbo. This was
a graduate student project to create a comprehensive detailed design  of the original
Almaden Winery Site reflecting the needs of the neighborhood, the historic character of
the winery and the spirit of Thomas Church.

Thank you very much Paris for all your efforts!!! He would love to receive your feedback
and suggestions for any future content. Paris can be reached at: pdieker@yahoo.com.
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Vineland Branch Library Opens!
By Carmella and Jim Graham

Exciting...Exhilarating... Excellent... are just a few of the adjectives to describe the Grand
Opening of the new Vineland Library located just around the corner from our homes. It was a
bright, sunny day as we joined many of our neighbors and family members walking over to the
grand opening ceremony on Saturday, January 17.  The program began promptly at 11:00 with
speeches from the honorable Mayor Gonzales, Vice Mayor Pat Dando and a number of other city
officials and dignitaries.  The closer we got to the ribbon cutting ceremony, the more anxious
many of the younger members of the audience became.  At approximately 11:30, the ribbon was
cut and the large crowd funneled into our new branch library.

Immediately, the children (and adults) began collecting their books, DVDs and CDs for their
enjoyment while other members of the audience firmly established their support of the library by
securing new library cards for themselves and their families.  It was great to see the excitement
in the children’s faces as they immediately selected some books, sat in the comfortable areas in
the Family Place and Storytelling Area just for the kids.  In the opposite wing of the new library,
many of the adults had already secured a comfortable seat in the quiet
reading area in front of the fireplace.

We had the opportunity to stroll through the new library admiring the Tech-
nology Center, Teen Reading Area, and then relax at the outdoor patio
enjoying a complimentary beverage and delicious cake donated by Freedom
Bakery , owned and operated by Tresor resident, Gary Liu.

Some interesting figures and facts discovered at the conclusion of the day:
there were over 5,000 entrances according to the gate count and approxi-
mately 1200 people attended the grand opening ceremony.  The lines for
people checking out books snaked around two thirds of the Children’s
reading area while the lines for people securing new Library cards ran into
the new book market place!  Sales for the canvas book bags offered by the
Friends of the Library were very brisk!  The parking lot (and street) was full
the entire afternoon until closing and the crowds have continued to fill the parking lot for the
entire week.

Our new Library is approximately 24,000 square feet and has a collection of 115,000 to 139,500
items.  There are 37 computers for use by the public and seating for 130 people.  The Commu-
nity Room has space for 80 people and there are 72 parking spaces (included two for electric
cars).  Seattle artist, Deborah Mersky created 2 pieces of artwork for the Vineland Library.  The
Wall of Wonder is a set of steel panels in the Children’s area and the collection of building and
entrance way images suggesting the limitless potential of a child’s imagination and the role of
the library in encouraging exploration.  The Blossom Hill Vine is the other artwork found in the
entrance area and the window wall in the Internet Café.  This is a collection of plant images and
historic artifacts from this area.  The grapevine is a reminder of the earlier use of our neighbor-
hood, while the specific flowers were chosen by the artist on the basis of their geographic origin.

The Vineland Branch Library is open Monday-Wednesday from 11:00 am to 8:00 pm, Thursday-
Saturday from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm, and Sunday (!) from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.  The Sunday
hours are a six-month experiment that is being covered in the budget by the 8:00 pm closing
(rather than the usual 9:00 pm).

Found Eyeglasses

Eyeglasses were found at the corner
of Bergerac and Chambertin.  The

glasses are obviously kid’s size and
are bronze rimmed with oval shaped

lenses. They can be retrieved by
contacting George or Peggy at

(408) 448-5162.
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Holiday House Decorating Contest - Results Are In
by Michael Kubiniec

The results are in for the Annual Almaden Winery Holiday House Decorating Contest and we
have a winner - actually two winners! This year, we have a tie and the winners are:

Gary Chiotti  - 1505 Touraine Drive and Michael Tyler - 1512 Touraine Drive

Both Gary and Michael have been winners in previous years and they battled it out once again
this year. They engaged in holiday light proliferation and escalation as they each eyed each
other’s display from across the street. As one increased with yet another string of lights, the other
matched and exceeded the other.

The judging committee had a very difficult job determining the winner with votes split down the
middle! Therefore, both Gary and Michael each earned a $50 cash prize. They will also pass the
winner’s sign back and forth to each other over the next several weeks. Detente has settled in!

Well done to Gary and Michael .They have certainly raised the bar for holiday spirit in our
neighborhood. For those not selected, better luck next year! Next year, we may include another
category of indoor decorations as seen from the street. Many homes offered a wonderful display
and are a terrific sight to see.  The best decorated street was Bordelais Drive. Well done and
thank you for all those that participated.

This year’s judging committee consisted of: Joe and Cathy Cassetta, Bryan and Shelly Shisler,
Jay and Anne Gabany, Jim Graham (his wife Carmella had to stay at home sick!) and Mike and
Michele Kubiniec. The judges had to endure the cold and drizzling rain as they walked through
the neighborhood, but it was worth it!

Free Christmas Lights!
We replace the lights on the Christmas tree in the Park after using them for two years.  They are
inexpensive and it really isn’t worth all of the work to decorate the tree and then have a string of
lights go out.  We have about ten to twelve strings of 100 white, mini-lights that are available to
the first person that wants them.  Please call me at 266-8797 or email me at
dsakal@earthlink.net. They are still functioning at this time.

Volunteers Needed For Planting Day - March 13
The Park Committee feels that the plant selection in the Chambertin Drive park entranceway
could be improved. A sketch of the area with plant list was prepared and presented to Art
Rosales, The City’s new Parks Manager for Approval. The AWNA has agreed to pay for all the
plantings with AWNA funds and to provide the labor for replacing all the plantings. Total
number of plants is approximately 160. The planting day has been scheduled for Saturday,
March 13, 2004, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. About 20 volunteers are needed Point of contact:
Nancy Sakal: (408) 266-8797; dsakal@earthlink.net.. Come on out! Only a few hours of your
time can make a real difference in our neighborhood.

Park and Entry Alert
Neighbors, if you notice any problems in the park (sprinklers broken, lights on during daylight)
or the entrance way (Blossom Hill to Chambetin) please contact Nancy Sakal at (408) 266-8797
or dsakal@earthlink.net.  Nancy is the contact/liaison with the park maintenance department and
can also contact the correct individuals regarding the entrance to the development.
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Carmella 's Real Estate Corner

By Carmella Graham, Neighbor & Realtor

No specific question this month other than how will the new Vineland
Library  effect our property  values?  As with the Almaden Winery
Neighborhood Park, The Tot Lot and Youth Lot, each improvement
adds tremendous value to our neighborhood and increases the desir-
ability  of our homes.  Neighborhood children are able to play and
receive educational material within a short, safe walking distance from
their homes.

I thought I would use this month’s column to discuss the subject of
building permits as they apply to remodels.  I recently represented a
couple in the purchase of a home in Almaden Valley.  This home had
been extensively remodeled and really was an exceptional property.
The bedrooms had all been enlarged, a 900 square foot walk in closet was added to the master
bedroom, a new family room added and the kitchen gutted and completely redone.  It was a
beautiful property and my clients decided to make an offer which was accepted by the sellers.
One of the contingencies of the purchase contract that I wrote, was the review of all building
permits for the remodels and additions and copies of the final permit indicating  all construction
had passed inspection and was up to code.  After opening escrow, I received copies of the permit
applications but did not receive the finals.  To make a long story short, the owners had hired a
licensed contractor who had completed the permit process but at the conclusion of the construc-
tion, the owners never received their copies of the final permits.  To further compound the
process, the contractor had retired and moved out of state.  The tale continues in that the con-
struction and remodeling was completed just before the Loma Prieta earthquake which had  then
created chaos with the city's permit department.  The owners did remember the final inspection
but lacked the final permits. This created some obvious concern for my
buyers and resulted in a lot of hard work for the sellers.

The owner tracked down the retired contractor and verified that the final
permits had been issued, however the contractor no longer had copies of
those records.  With that, the sellers had to spend a day at the permit depart-
ment searching for their finals and unfortunately, came up empty handed.
Reviewing the assessor’s records, the owners had been paying property
taxes on the new additions. This indicated that although the finals had been
issued there were no copies found.  The entire transaction was delayed until
the city was able to reinspect the additions and remodeled areas.  With these
new inspections, some of the items that were approved in 1989 we no
longer up to today’s code and had to be replaced thereby creating more out
of pocket expense for the seller.

The moral to this story is if you are having extensive work done on your home by a licensed
contractor, make sure to get copies of the final permits before you make your last payment to
the contractor and place these copies in your safety deposit box at your bank or in a fireproof
box in your home!

As a side note, it has been a very interesting few months in our neighborhood in that we have
had no homes available for sale in Tresor, Vineland and Vintage since mid-November.  This is
indicative of the real estate market in Santa Clara Valley .  At press time and since December,
the inventory of homes available for sale through the multiple listing service is roughly 60% of
what is usually available at this time of year.  Are we entering a seller's market?

If you have a question for
Carmella's Real Estate Corner

please call Carmella at
(408) 354-1235 ext. 841

or  send an email to
 cgraham@apr.com
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Park Committee Meeting Minutes - January 15, 2004
1) Attendees: Amy Paschal, Nancy Sakal, Bryan and Shelly Shisler, Joe Cassetta, Michael Kubiniec and
Carol Sweetapple. New City of San Jose Parks Manager - Art Rosales - was also in attendance. Art is the
new City of San Jose’s Parks Manager, replacing Todd Capurso, who has taken on a new position.
2) Community Center Building Renovation Project:
  a) Project bid has been awarded. Work to start very soon. Construction fence to go up as early as week of
January 19th.
  b) Committee requested that Art follow up to ensure that permanent irrigation on the south end of
the parking lot is included in the scope of work for the building. (This was a previous City com-
mitment)
  c) Art believes the planter bed on the side of the building that faces the park will be included in the

renovation project. Art to confirm.
3) Youth Lot:
  a) Designs by the landscape architect are underway. Art is to find out when the construction drawings
will be ready for initial Youth Lot Committee review. Art to contact Amy with this information.
4) Rose Garden:
  a) The wine press is broken and dilapidated, and represents a safety hazard. Art to investigate whether the
wine press can be placed into storage in the 1852 winery building.
  b) Committee expressed an interest whether the rose garden area could be eligible for a portion of the
public art funds that will be used for the community center building  renovation. Consensus was that a
suitable art piece thematic of the area’s winery history should be a central point of the rose garden area.

Art will look into the budget for the public art and whether the rose garden  could be included. Art also
mentioned that the process for public art will be similar for other City projects: community input will be
solicited through public meetings (just like the Vineland Library).
  c) Carol Sweetapple, a resident of the surrounding neighborhood, attended the committee meeting. She
has expertise in roses and horticulture in general and has been volunteering in our park on a regular basis.
She continues to interface with City maintenance staff to address various park maintenance issues.
  d) The irrigation systems in the rose garden and shade garden areas are manually operated (no electrical
power is present). Replacement of this irrigation system would be a rather large project and would most
likely be completed in a separate park project.
5) Plantings on Chambertin Drive Park Entrance:

  a) The Park Committee feels that the plant selection in this area could be improved. A sketch of the area
was prepared and presented to Art for replacing the current plantings with a more suitable design. Art and
Nancy walked the area. Art has agreed to allow for the replacement of the rye grass. However, he will take
the Committee’s entire area recommendation under review and will provide the committee feedback (and
hopefully  final approval) in the very near future.
  b) The Committee has agreed to pay for all the plantings with AWNA funds and to provide the labor for
replacing all the plantings. Total number of plants is approximately 160.
  c) The Committee plans to organize a planting day and to solicit volunteers from the community to assist.
Tentative date for the planting is Saturday, March 13, 2004, from10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Point of contact:
Nancy Sakal: (408) 266-8797; dsakal@earthlink.net. Volunteers will be needed. Members of the Youth

Committee are specifically being asked to help out.
6) Miscellaneous:
  a) Storage of AWNA Items: Art to investigate the feasibility of the AWNA storing various items inside
the 1852 winery building.
  b) Grills In The Lower Picnic Area: Following the Phase 2 Park Dedication and Picnic last June, Todd
Capurso, Sara Hensley and Michael Kubiniec walked the lower picnic area of the park to discuss the
placement of City provided permanent BBQ grills. Since this previous commitment was “lost”, Art will
investigate and add to his action list. Michael Kubiniec to provide Art with a drawing showing the exact
placement of the grills.
  c) The Park Committee still seeks 1 or 2 additional volunteers for the committee. Especially needed are

residents of Tresor and Vineland. If interested, contact Michael Kubiniec, 445-2644.
7) Next Meeting: April 15, 2004, 7:30 PM, at Nick Wright’s house.

Park Committee
Members:

Joe Cassetta
cassetta@us.ibm.com

Mike Kubiniec
MTKubiniec@cs.com

Nick Labosky
nick_labosky@hp.com

Amy Paschal
atpaschal@aol.com

Nancy Sakal
dsakal@earthlink.net

Bryan Shisler
sidewaysrt10@hotmail.com

Nick Wright
nick@wright.org
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Almaden Winery Nieghborhood Directory
Support your neighbors as they support the neighborhood!

Place Your Ad Here!

Your Neighbors Could be
Your Best Customers.
Contact Mike Kubiniec

408.445.2644

The next AWNA
general meeting is

scheduled for
Wednesday,

February 4th, 7:00
PM. The “Pizza

Social” will begin
at about 6:50 PM.
The meeting will

be held in the
Vineland Library

Community
Meeting Room.
Meeting agenda
will include the
following items:

* Update on the
Youth Lot

* Planning for the
summer picnic in

the park

* Nest phase for
park development

* City of San Jose
Updates

If you have never
come to a meeting,
it has never been a
better time to start!

Bring a friend!
Youths ages 11 and
up are more than

welcome to attend -
your participation,

concerns and
opinions are

valuable to our
community too!
See you there.

Please be on time
as the meeting will
start at 7:00 PM as
we only have the
meeting room for

one hour
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The Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
Needs Your Support!

As you know, the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association does not collect any dues
and has no mandatory fees. All community-wide activities and this newsletter are funded
exclusively through your  individual contributions. This newsletter would not be possible
unless we received donations. Won’t you consider making a donation? $5, $10, $20 or
whatever you chose is fine. Please make your check out to the Almaden Winery
Neighborhood Association, and complete the following:

  Yes! I would like to make a donation!
(Please fill in the requested information so you can be added to the AWNA Directory. All
information will be held in the strictest confidentiality and will not be used for commercial
purposes.)

Name:  ________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

Telephone: H:  _______________________ W:  ________________________

Email Address:
________________________________________________________

Amount: $5  _____     $10  _____     $20  _____     Other  _____

Mail or deliver to:
Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
c/o Michael Kubiniec
5666 Brionne Drive
San Jose, CA 95118-3914
Thank you very much for your generosity!

What is the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association?
We are not...A homeowners Association, nor are we affiliated with the Tresor Homeowner's
Association and we do not have madated dues or membership fees!
We are...A volunteer group formed for the 368 homes that make up Vintage (151), Tresor (160) and

Vineland helping to make our community a better place to live.  No one receives any monetary
ccompensation for the time, talent or energy contributed to the community.
You are...A member, although if you have not attended on of the meetings, you may be considered
"inactive".  Why don't you become involved?  If you never come to a meeting, how do we know
what's on your mind?

AWNA Meeting
Dates- 2004

February 4
May 5

August 4
October 6

December 1

All meetings will
be held at the
New Vineland

Library and
will begin at
6:50 with the
 Pizza Social

and concludeat
approximately

8:30
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children and young adult residents of Tresor, Vineland and Vintage

for

Youth Group Committee Formed In Neighborhood
By Ashley Kubiniec

There are some new helpers in the neighborhood - the Youth Group Committee. Kids from the neighbor-

hood ages 10-18 can join. We want to do things that help out our community. For example, in December,
we had a coat and blanket drive. Coats and blankets were collected throughout the neighborhood and were
donated to the Invision Homeless Shelter. We all feel excited about helping out in our community. Come
to our next meeting! Parents, if you are reading this article, show it to your kids to see if they are interested
in joining. Current members of the committee include: Lindsay Noone, Michelle Hair, Ashley Kubiniec,
Michael Vargas, Sharon and Shawn Matthews, Fariel and Rayan Aoun, Steven Ji and Jason Day.

We meet the second Wednesday of every month at 6:30 at 1504 Bordelais Drive.  Our next meeting will be
March 10th (no meeting Feb due to winter break.)  Thank you to our parent sponsors of the Youth Group

Committee: Julie Pekarthy and Tami Vargas. They have agreed hold the meetings in their homes as well as
to provide their leadership. For more information , contact Julie (448-3744) or Tami (265-7603).

Measure G-Parcel Tax
At the request of many of the neighbors, we have included the following information on Measure G-
Parcel Tax

What is it?  An Annual Education (Parcel) Tax of $195 per year will allow the Union School District to
avoid further deep cuts in staff, programs and supplies, including the closure of two K-5 elementary
schools. This would allow local resources to support neighborhood schools independent of the state and its
budget woes.
Some Background...All California School Districts have experienced significant cuts in the monies they
receive from the State to operate schools
•Union School District (USD) now receives $5.8M less from the state each year than it spends under its
budget and state-mandated programs. The board has extra income from leased and previously sold sites

which reduces this shortfall. But the gap is still approximately $2.6M, even after the District has made
painful cuts.
•The District proposes closing two neighborhood K-5 schools and leasing out the sites. But even in the
best case, this will leave a gap of near $1M.
•New revenue sources are the only way to avoid further deep cuts, whether schools are closed or not
•Many School Districts including Los Gatos, Saratoga and Los Altos have addressed their budget shortfall
by approving an Annual Education Parcel Tax
•A Parcel Tax of $195 per property would solve the USD budget crisis, keep our schools open, and protect
everyone’s home values
•If two neighborhood elementary schools are closed, many students from all schools will be housed in

more than 20 temporary classrooms placed on the playgrounds of the remaining sites
•Our neighborhoods will suffer with increased traffic around the remaining schools
•The presence of a quality neighborhood public school has a major impact on home value and home
appreciation

Annual Education Parcel Tax

On November 20th, the Union School District Board of Trustees voted to place a Parcel Tax measure on

the March 2004 ballot. If Measure G passes it will allow the district to close the funding gap caused by
California’s budget problems without further major cuts in programs and staff. In addition, all USD
elementary schools would stay open for the duration of the tax!

If you  would like to learn more or to volunteer, visit our website at: www.yesong.org
Mailing address for info or donations: 15559 Union Ave., Box 226; Los Gatos, CA 95032

More info via email: usdpt@earthlink.net
or call: (408) 398 6395

Kid's  Corner
Listings are

available to the
neighborhood

youth at no charge!
Listings must be

submitted by  the
15th of each month

to jgraham269
@earthlink.net


