
Next Meeting:

February 4, 2004
 7:00 P.M.

(Pizza 6:45 P.M.)
at the

New Vineland
Library

AWNA Web Site:
www.awna.org

AWNA Board:

Mike Kubiniec,
President

5666 Brionne Drive
445-2644

mtkubiniec@cs.com

Carmella Graham:
Vintage Rep
269-3197

cgraham@apr.com

Nick Wright
Vineland Rep

265-2983

Directors at large:

Joe Cassetta
cassetta@us.ibm.com

Nick Labosky
nick_labosky@hp.com

Please Join Us ...

 AWNA meeting, Wednesday,

December 3, 2003
This is a great way to get involved with your neighborhood and meet your
neighbors!  Pizza Social begins at 6:45 with the meeting starting at 7:00.

AWNA Meeting Agenda - December 3, 2003

I. Introductions

II. City of San Jose Update - Jo Coffaro

III. Update on Vineland Library - City of San Jose

IV. Youth Lot Committee Status Report

A. Future fundraising activities

V. Park Committee Status Report

VI. Planning For AWNA Summer Potluck/Party

VII. Update on Youth Committee

VIII. Miscellaneous / New Issues

A. Next Newsletter - Articles due January 10, 2004

B. Open Forum

IX. Adjourn Meeting

Relief Effort
As a community, we could really help the victims of the devastation in Southern Califor-
nia.  We could make a difference by donating various items such as clothing, blankets,
coats, food and money to relieve some of the pain that these fires have caused to the
people in Los Angeles and San Diego areas.  I will volunteer to collect and deliver these
items directly to various shelters in Southern California.  If you can help with a donation
of any of the items listed, please contact me either by email or phone at:

uvcfinancial@pacbell.net
(408) 342-9040

Uriel Vargas
Thank you very much and in advance for your cooperation and generous donations.
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Park Committee
Members:

Joe Cassetta
cassetta@us.ibm.com

Mike Kubiniec
MTKubiniec@cs.com

Nick Labosky
nick_labosky@hp.com

Amy Paschal
atpaschal@aol.com

Nancy Sakal
dsakal@earthlink.net

Bryan Shisler
sidewaysrt10@hotmail.com

Nick Wright
nick@wright.org

Halloween Highlights
By Nancy Sakal

We enjoyed a particularly warm day on Saturday, October
25 for our sixth annual Halloween party and parade.  This proved
to be very fortunate for the attendees since the community center
was not available for the event.  Because of the change in venue,
the pot luck portion of the event was eliminated this year and the
party concluded by 12:30 to allow the attendees to return home for
lunch.

Over 75 children, parents and family members attended
the party beginning at 11:00
am.  After a short introductory
period, the assorted monsters,
princesses, action heroes and
pirates moved to the grassy
area of the park to enjoy a
special magic act.  Doves magically appeared from boxes and
hats, scarves were pulled from helper’s ears and ropes were
cut and then ala kazam..re-attached themselves.  It was a
great performance!

After the magic show, our magician led the costume parade around the perimeter of the
park.  Noell Huget won the award for “Best Female Costume” with her rendition of a rabbit in
the hat. We had a winner for the “Best Boy Costume” dressed as an action hero with a big “Z” on
the front.  He remains a mystery winner as we were unable to secure his name that afternoon.
Prizes were awarded based upon originality and creativity.

In addition to the costume contest, there was
also a pumpkin decorating contest.  Karen Van Dyke
and Clark Carpenter won top prizes for their artful and
creative pumpkin designs.  Prizes for the pumpkin and
costume contest were trick or treat bags filled with a
variety of items including: a pumpkin flashlight,
Halloween
paint set,
goldfish snacks,
spider tattoos,
letter stickers
and Mac

Donald’s gift coupons.

A special thank you to our Halloween Committee
volunteers...Nancy & Douglas Sakal, Cindy and Dan
Carpenter, Jim Graham, Michelle Hair and Jonathan Lee.

Thank you to Gary Liu of Freedon Bakery, resident of Tresor, for supplying
the Halloween Party & Parade with computer decorated shortbread cookies.
Gary has been generously giving to our community events for many years and
has provided artistically designed cookies and cakes for many of our events.
Freedom Bakery is located at Mervyn’s Plaza, facing Meridian Avenue
between Mervyn’s and Heather’s Hallmark.
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Join a growing AWNA tradition....Bring The Holidays Into The Light

by Cathy Cassetta

The Holiday Season - that special time of year that begins and ends with two holidays
we share in common, regardless of our faith or heritage: Thanksgiving and New Years!  During
this festive time we, individually as well as with families, co-workers, and neighbors, celebrate
and remember special occasions and events that honor and recall our gratitude, faith, and/or
heritage. Just some of the holidays during this time include Ramadan, Hanukkah, the Winter
Solstice, Christmas, and Kwanzaa. Many holidays that reflect the diversity of faith and heritage
in America today.

Please join the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association in celebrating this festive
time of year by decorating the exterior of your home in a way that is significant to you and may
bring awareness to others of the many holidays we celebrate during the Holiday Season. Bright
lights and fanciful trim bring joy and delight to all. What a great way to show we celebrate who
we are individually and as a community.

There’s even a $50 prize! Two years ago there were two households who won - impos-
sible to choose between them! The winner - or winners - of this prize also receive the honor of
having a sign placed on their lawn heralding their selection!

The selection of who the winning house is as well as other decoration categories is done
by a group of volunteer judges from the neighborhood. If you would like to be one of the judges
this year, please e-mail Cathy Cassetta (cathy@tabardtheatre.org) or call her at 979-0531. The
judging will take place Tuesday evening, December 16, at 6:30pm. We’ll meet at the Cassettas’
home at the four-way stop (Chambertin/Touraine/Treviso). We are looking for no more than 10
judges, please, so we’ll take the first 10 who volunteer by e-mail or phone. As categories go, we
have found in the past that setting categories before we venture out is much too limiting: to the
judges and to the homeowners. We have found that categories jump out at us, inspired by some
cleverly and uniquely decorated homes — or streets!!!! (Hint: there’s one street in our neighbor-
hood that has consistenly gotten all or nearly all households to participate in decorating their
mailboxes.) Let’s bring the holidays to light in our neighborhood!

Holiday Decorations

The Christmas tree located in the Almaden Winery Park (Chambertin side) will be
decorated on November 29 at 10:00 am.  No need to RSVP, just stop by and help set up the lights
or hang a few bows.  In the event of rain, we will postpone the decorating until November 30 at
10:00 am.  Decorations will be removed from the tree on either January 3rd or 4th depending
upon the weather and available volunteers.

Volunteers are also requested to help install the Christmas Trees in Vintage and Vine-
land.  Please meet at Tim & Valerie Orsley's home, 1492 Bordelais Drive at 10:00 am, Saturday
November 29.  The only tools you might want to bring are a sledgehammer and ladder to install
the rebar.  If you have saved the rebar, please put it out in your front yard that morning.  If you
would like your tree in a particular spot, indicate so in some obvious way.

Park and Entry Alert

by Nancy Sakal

Neighbors, if you notice any problems in the park (sprinklers broken, lights on during
daylight) or the entrance way (Blossom Hill to Chambetin) please contact Nancy Sakal at (408)
266-8797 or dsakal@earthlink.net.  Nancy is the contact/liaison with the park maintenance
department and can also contact the correct individuals regarding the entrance to the develop-
ment.
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Carmella 's Real Estate Corner

By Carmella Graham, Neighbor & Realtor

I didn’t receive any questions for this month’s column but thought I
would use this space to discuss some easy fix solutions for what can
become very major problems when selling a home - water damage.

The old adage that a “stitch in time, saves nine” applies to a
number of situations I have encountered in my real estate career.  Most
of us have auto sprinklers set to start early enough not to interfere with
our morning showers and consequently, don’t pay a lot of attention to
the spray patterns.  Please take a moment during the daylight hours,
turn on your sprinklers and check the spray pattern and adjust as
required.  Do not let the water puddle around the foundation or allow
the water to spray directly on the wood or stucco exterior surfaces.  A
number of the homes I have sold in San Jose have had significant damage to the foundation,
wood trim and stucco that could have easily been prevented by a simple adjustment to the
sprinkler head and the spray pattern or by diverting the downspout flow away from the founda-
tion.  Also take a close look at the grading of the soil and the landscaping around the perimeter
of your home.  Make sure the ground is sloping away from the foundation and there is no
contact between the soil and the stucco or wood.

Another area that needs to be checked for potential water damage would be your shower
enclosure.  Take a moment and make sure the track is clean and the weep holes are clear to
allow any accumulated water to drain correctly.  After a shower, do a quick visual check of the
area directly outside the shower for any signs of water or leakage.  It is advisable to caulk
around all sinks, bathtubs, and shower enclosures at least yearly.  It is also suggested that the
hoses to your washer be replaced about every two years.  Also, when
leaving town, make sure the supply valves to the washing machine are in
the off position.

As a relatively new development, most of our trees have not yet
reached above gutter height, however this is rapidly changing (take a walk
down Chambertin in Tresor).  I would encourage all Homeowners to check
your gutters a minimum of once a year prior to the start of the rainy season.
Blocked or clogged gutters can create significant problems with water
seepage into the interior sheetrock or exterior stucco, not only weakening
the material, but acting as a breeding ground for mold and mildew.  I have
also noticed that some of the bird have found gutters a convenient place to
build a nest.

Tis the season...for Christmas decorations and lights.  I was walking
through the neighborhood last December and noticed several neighbors hanging lights while
standing on the roof.   Although our roofs are concrete tile, a nonprofessional can severely crack
or damage the roof tiles.  Please, do not walk on your roof unless absolutely necessary.  Now
that the rains have started, take a moment and do a simple visual inspection using a pair of

binoculars.  Look for broken or slipped tile.

Speaking of the Holidays, it is my hope that all my neighbors
have a wonderful Thanksgiving, a happy holiday season and
prepare for a prosperous New Year!

If you have a question for
Carmella's Real Estate Corner

please call Carmella at
(408) 354-1235 ext. 841

or  send an email to
 cgraham@apr.com
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A Word About the Park Christmas Tree

By Nancy Sakal

This living tree was purchased with AWNA funds and we have approval from the Park
Department to decorate it each year.  Due to the park renovation last year, the tree was decorated
very late in the season and consequently, the decorations were left on a little longer than usual.
This apparently created a problem with someone in the neighborhood who stripped the tree of
the decorations and left the pile of damaged decorations on the lawn of Park Committee Member
Bryan Shisler.  In this process, many of the limbs of the tree were broken and damaged.

AWNA has purchased a tree each year and when we were able to secure a living tree and
include it in the design of the park, the Park Committee elected to do so.  AWNA also paid for
the decorations on the tree and many were created by neighbors the first year it was decorated.
Replacement lights and additional decorations have been purchased by me for the last few years.
If you have any problems with our decorating and un-decorating schedule, please contact me at
(408) 266-8797 / dsakal@earthlink.net to discuss.  Removal of decorations by anyone not
involved with the committee will be considered vandalism.

The Christmas tree is considered a non-secular tradition that evolved from a pagan
custom before Christianity was integrated into the Christmas celebration.  For this reason, a tree
is allowed in public parks while a nativity scene would not be permitted.  If anyone has a non-
secular tradition that is celebrated at this time of year, please contact any member of the AWNA
board with your suggestions.

Downtown Ice

November 21, 2003 – January 19, 2004

Grand Opening ceremony 6 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 20
The opening ceremony includes:
- Civic leaders including Council member Cindy Chavez, Tony Ridder of
Knight Ridder, other sponsors and special appearances by San Jose
Sharks mascot S.J. Sharkie and Ballet San Jose's Mouse King.
- Music will be by the Notre Dame High School chorus
- Performances by American Ice Theatre and an ice skating team from

Logitech.
- Co-hosted by Brent Cannon and Laura Garcia-Cannon of NBC11 Today morning news.
- Free skate session after the ceremony.

Families, children’s groups and visitors from all over skate under the sun or stars in the heart of downtown
at Downtown Ice, presented by Knight Ridder. The South Bay’s largest seasonal outdoor skating rink,
produced by the San Jose Downtown Association, is an easy stroll from San Jose’s traditionally popular
Christmas in the Park and Winter Wonderland festivities. Make a day of exploring and skating downtown
this holiday season.  Downtown Ice is at Market Street and Viola Avenue, one block south of the conven-

tion center.  The rink will be open daily, including holidays. The 90-minute sessions begin every two hours
and are limited to 200 people:
Normal hours:

Monday-Wednesday: 6 & 8 p.m.
Thursday: 4, 6 & 8 p.m.
Friday: 4, 6, 8 & 10 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m., noon, 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m., noon, 2, 4, 6 & 8 p.m.

Admission is $7 plus $3 skate rental Monday-Thursday; $8 plus $4 skate rental Friday-Sunday and
holidays. Children 8 years and younger get free skate rental. High school students uner 18 need parental
consent.   The rink phone number is (408) 287-6423.
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Almaden Winery Nieghborhood Directory
Support your neighbors as they support the neighborhood!

Place Your Ad Here! Your Neighbors Could be
Your Best Customers. Contact Mike Kubiniec
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The Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
Needs Your Support!

As you know, the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association does not collect any dues
and has no mandatory fees. All community-wide activities and this newsletter are funded
exclusively through your  individual contributions. This newsletter would not be possible
unless we received donations. Won’t you consider making a donation? $5, $10, $20 or
whatever you chose is fine. Please make your check out to the Almaden Winery
Neighborhood Association, and complete the following:

  Yes! I would like to make a donation!
(Please fill in the requested information so you can be added to the AWNA Directory. All
information will be held in the strictest confidentiality and will not be used for commercial
purposes.)

Name:  ________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

Telephone: H:  _______________________ W:  ________________________

Email Address:
________________________________________________________

Amount: $5  _____     $10  _____     $20  _____     Other  _____

Mail or deliver to:
Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
c/o Michael Kubiniec
5666 Brionne Drive
San Jose, CA 95118-3914
Thank you very much for your generosity!

What is the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association?
We are not...A homeowners Association, nor are we affiliated with the Tresor Homeowner's
Association and we do not have madated dues or membership fees!
We are...A volunteer group formed for the 368 homes that make up Vintage (151), Tresor (160) and

Vineland helping to make our community a better place to live.  No one receives any monetary
ccompensation for the time, talent or energy contributed to the community.
You are...A member, although if you have not attended on of the meetings, you may be considered
"inactive".  Why don't you become involved?  If you never come to a meeting, how do we know
what's on your mind?

AWNA Meeting
Dates- 2004
February 4

May 5
August 4
October 6

December 1

All meetings will be
held at the New

Vineland Library
and will begin at

6:45 with the
 Pizza Social and

conclude at
approximately 8:30
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AWNA Treecycling

Recycle your Christmas tree from December 26, 2003 to January 30, 2004.

Trees will be collected with your yard waste on the same day as your garbage and recycling.
Trees DO NOT require an extra garbage sticker, but need to be cut into 5-foot lengths, and free
of ornaments and tree stands. Be sure to check the schedule for collection changes during the
holidays.

*  Set out trees by 6 am on your collection day
*  Remove tree stand, decorations, and tinsel
*  Cut trees into 5-foot lengths
*  Place trees on street 12 inches away from the curb
*   Flocked trees will now be accepted for composting and do not require an extra

garbage sticker

Earth-friendly Gifts

This year, join these City programs to make your holiday an earth-friendly one. Consider a gift
that reduces waste and benefits the environment, too.

*  Help green San José! Sponsor an Our City Forest tree planting in the name of a loved
one. Visit www.ourcityforest.org or call 408-99TREES (998-7337) for more
earth-friendly holiday projects.

*  Adopt a wild child! Sponsor an animal from Happy Hollow Zoo. A rare gift for
anyone on your list who's wild about animals. Call 408-277-3065 for more
information.

*  Sponsor a rose in the name of someone you love. Check out the Adopt a Rose
Program sponsored by the San José Heritage Rose Garden in Guadalupe River
Park and Gardens. Visit www.grpg.org or call 408-298-7657.

Ring in the holidays with your family at Christmas in the Park (Dec. 5 - Jan. 1) and at the San
José Holiday Parade (Dec. 7) in downtown San José. Visit www.sanjoseholidayparade.com

Neighborhood Kid's Corner
This space is available to all

children and young adult residents of Tresor, Vineland and Vintage

for advertising their services or seeking a job.

Please email your advertising copy to

jgraham269@earthlink.net by January 10th

for inclusion in our next newsletter.


