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Alamden Winery Par k Dedication
And Annual Picnic

By ZEnnifer Burrows

Onasunny June14th, AWNA and the City of San Jose hosted a Dedication Day to cel ebrate the second
phase accomplishments made to Almaden Winery Park. Festivitiesinduded an appearance by severd of
San Jose Police Department’s M ounted Patrol, the San Jose Fire Department’s Shark FireTruck and a
traditiond Fire Truck tha took folks for afun ride around the neighborhood. Presentations at the event
induded verbal unveling of the new Winery Park sign, located on Treviso Avenue, dong with gpeeches by
City Coundil member, ViceMayor Pat Dando, Director of Parks and Recregtion & Ne ghborhood Ser-
vices, Sara Hensley, and Parks Manager, Todd Capurso. Without ther years of support and cooperation,
the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Park may not have had these continued improvements, making this
park such abeautiful neighborhood asset.

To show AWNA's gppreciation for the dedicated hours put into obtaining and keeping budgeted funds,
planning, designing and executing construction plans, AWNA President, Mike Kubiniec presented plaques
to Pat, Todd and Jo Coffaro, assistant to Pat Dando. T heplaques induded pictures of the park taken 7
year sago, when theareawas hardly more than a stretch of dirt, rocksand afew historic CdiforniaOak
trees. Another photogrgph showed the progress that has created the beautiful park we enjoy today. We
hope the plagues are proudly displayed in the recipient’s offices as a constant reminder tha their support is
gopreci ated.

Over $300K in recent park modifications and additions indude more green lawn area, greatly improved
lightingwith aVictorian flair, new traditiona- style park bench segting through out the park, increased and
improved waking paths and lush landscaping with watering systems. Plans for Almaden Winery Park will
not cesse with these recent improvements as the Youth Lot phase planning is underway. The project
consists of constructing a new playground areafor children 6 to 9 years old, complimenting the existing
Tot Lot and meeting the needs of our growing community children. Impressivdy, AWNA metit’'sgod of
rasing $50K by June 1, 2003 dlowing Amy Paschd to proudly present Pat Dando with a $50K check at
the event. Thissum will be tripled, adding $150K to planning and construction costs, as committed by Pat
Dando. Youth Lot Committee members will continue fund raising efforts supporting the expected need for
additiond funding. Pat Dando dso announced that the 2 million dollar Almaden Winery Community
Center remodel project isslated to break ground fall 2003.

In conjunction with park dedication activities, AWNA sponsored the 2nd Annud Picnic in the park. Each
year more people atend and enjoy the opportunity to minglewith neighbors. This year the committee
aranged for children to be entertained with a Bounce House and refreshing pool. Deicious dishes
brought by ne ghbors and the ice cream sundae bar were thoroughly enjoyed by dl. AWNA received $230
through donationswhich will beused to offset expenseswhich totdled more than $2000.

Almaden Winery Park Dedication & Picnic 2003 could not have hgppened without the energetic and
dedicated planners, volunteers, donors and supporters who have given numerous hours of long and
sometimes challenging work. The volunteersinduded: Joe Cassetta, Jim Graham (committee chair),
Michad Kubiniec, Nancy Sekd and theShisler family: Bryan, Shdly, Devon and Alisa




Almaden Winery PARKS COMMITTEE News

By Amy Paschal

Results of Youth Lot Survey

Thank you todl who paticipated in the Youth Lot
Survey for the Almaden Winery Park. There were
73 surveys compl eted with the following resullts:
Items are ranked by totd number of pointsreceived.
The number of “no” votes were used to break ties.
Thetotd score (in parenthesis) is followed by the
number of “no” votes tdlied for tha item.

Youth Lot Elements:

Swings (417, 2 no votes)

Slides (381, 1 no vote)

Water Play Feature (348, 6 no votes)

Fitness Structures (336, 0 no votes)

Monkey Bars (324, 1 no votes)

Play/Tree House (261, 4 no votes)

Rock Climbing Structure (255, 5 no votes)

Net Climber (249, 5 novotes)

Tetter Totter (228, 1 no vote)

Water/Sand Feature (219, 7 no votes)

Sand Box (195, 13 no votes)

Rope Climber (171, 5 no votes)

Mery Go Round (171, 8 no votes)

Hop Scotch (153, 4 no votes)

Sliding Pole (150, 4 no votes)

Tire Swing (150, 6 no votes)

Tether Bdl (141, 8 no votes)

Metd Climbers (135, 2 no votes)

Activity Pand s (108, 12 no votes)

Play Diggers (105, 8 no votes)

Supporting Elements:

Benches (441, 1 novote)

Picnic Tables (339, 1 no vote)
Drinking Fountain (294, 4 no votes)
Bike Racks (174, 4 no votes)

WriteIn Elements:
Basket Bal Hoop (36)
Rubber Ground Surface (18, 2 no votes)
Decordive Water Fountain (18)
Shade Canopy (9)

Volleybdl Bad mitten Court (9)
Handicap Swing (9)
Community Pool (9)
Skate/BikeArea (9, 3no
votes)

Tube Slide (0, 1 no vote)

Design Theme (Totd Score shown in parenthesis,
listed by rank)

Shade (62)

Wad kways (57)

SaveTree and Foliage (53)

Victorian Theme(41)

Blend with Neighborhood (35)

Match Existing Tot Lot (32)

Forma Entrance (23)

Artwork (18)

Other Theme (6) (San Jose History and Almaden
Winery Themes Suggested)

The results of thissurvey induding dl written
comments have been forwarded to the City Parks
and N e ghborhood Services Department. They will
use the results to help them come up with plans for
the park that will be presented to the nel ghborhood
a apublic medtingin early fall. Plesse be avare
that the items sdected for thepark will depend
upon budget, maintenance, age gppropriateness,
space, safety requirements, availability of the
dement, aswell as theresults of our survey. We
will dso be forwarding, to the City, picturesof the
Kids Only Survey completed by the children at the
June 14th Fcnic and Park Dedication.

The youth lot committee will make a copy of the
written comments avail bl ethrough the AWNA
web site

Nelghborhood
Kid'sCorner

BabysittersFor Hire

Tanya Eshd, age 14 and a hdf, entering high
school in September is looking for a summer/year
round babysitting job. Shelives in Vindand and
has baby-sa professiondly (for pay) for 2 years.
Would love to watch your children in summer and/
or weekends or after school. She hasdso passed a
Red Cross Babysitting course for First Aid. For
more information, plesse cal 265-1261.

Hello parents. My nameisKenzie. | am going
into the 7th grade in thefdl at Dartmouth Middle
Schooal. | liveinTresor. | wouldlove to baby-sit
and help take careof your child/children. | have
experience as a baby-sitter and have an excellent
ref erence letter available. Please call me a 266-
8862.

Park Committee
Members

Joe Casztta
casetta@usibmcom

Mike Kubiniec
M TKubiniec@cscam

Nick Labasky
nick_|abosky@hp.cam

Anmy Paghd
apashd@aol.com

Nancy Sakal

dseka @earthlink. net
Bryan Shider
scewaystl0@hamail.can

Clarice S mmaons
clarice.smmos@amd.can

Nick Wright
nick@wright.arg

Kid's Corner
Listings are

avai lable tothe
neighborhood
youth at no chargel
Listings must be
submitted by the
15th of esch month
tojgraham269
@earthlink.net




I you would
like tojointhe
Garage Sale
Committee
please contact
Amy Paschd at
978-6585 o

apehd@ad.oom

Youth Lot Gar age Sale Fundraiser Update
Donation Pickup Schedule.

By Jennifer Burrows

AWN A has teamed up with Las Madres Playgroups Inc. to sponsor alarge scde Community Garage Sde
Fundrai ser, benefiting the Almaden Winery Youth Lot fund. This isa fantastic opportunity to clean out
itemsthat just don’t work for you anymore and shop for bargai ns while supporting the planning and
construction costs associaed with theYouth Lot.

To make this event another great success, we are asking for tax-deductible donations of your “gently
used” furniture, art, dothing, toys, household items or other desirable items. Upcoming pick-up datesare
outlined below. Plesse cdl Amy Paschd a 978-6586 to schedule pickup of your donations. Items can be
| eft on your driveway or otherwise arranged for pick up. All donations are 100% tax deductibleunder the
LasMadrestax ID and arecept will be provided.

Donation Pick-Up Dates: Wednesdays Saurdays
July 30 August 2
August 6 August 9

The sdeis scheduled for Friday August 15 through Sunday August 17, 2003 a the Almaden Winery
Community Center, adjacent to the park. We have dready receved agrea aray of itemstosdl andin
the next few weeks we will need hd ping hands to prepare items for the sde. If you would like tolend
your assistance plesse contact Amy Pascha a 978-6585 or apaschd @aol.com.

Found Items From
The Park Picnic
L eft From
The AWNA Picnic:
Large blueserving
bowl with spatula.
To claim, contact
Michad Kubiniec,
445-2644 or

mtkubiniec@cs.com.

Volunteer sNeeded!

By Nancy Sakal

PICNIC

Our picnic on June 14th was awonderful event but we needed

more people to help set-up and dean-up. There were five

families who contributed five men and one woman for set-up and

five men, five women and two children for dean-up. Some of us

are fifty and older and don't need to be doing heavy physicd

|abor. We would appreciae afew strong young men or women

tohdpfor next year'sevent. All eventsover the next year could
be cancelled if the Community Center is dosed for renovation Todd Capurso, Parks Manager and
unlesswe comeup with some plan that doesn’t indude theuse Mike Kubiniec, AWNA President
of the Community Center.

HALLOWEEN PARTY

The Halloween Committee only has one remaining member due to a variety of circumstances. Wewill
need help to continue withthisevent. We can do apaty farly essy if it doesn’t require fund raising such
assasilentauction or raffle. If wehave the City’ spermission we might have an exampleof the bricks that
will besold when we have a plantha demonstraes where they will go and how many wecan sdl. We
could also sdl wreathsagainif anyone wantsto take responsibility for that project. The mgor fund raising
for the Youth Lot has been accomplished but if we raise more money than the bare minimum we can cover
cost overruns or possible upgrade the equipment from the bare basics.

IRRIGATION OF CHAMBERTIN STRIP

We still need volunteers who are willing to spend a minimum of effort to water on aWednesday or one
day on the weekend. It doesrequire atwo hour timeperiod but only about five minutes of actud work.
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Carmella'sReal Estate Cor ner

By Carmella Graham

| didn’t receive a question for thismonth’s column
so | thought | would take you on ajourney down
memory lane. Most of the residents of the Old
Almaden Winery know that | am one of the
origind ownersin thedeve opment. Most of you
don’'t know tha quite afew years ago, | was a
sdes supervisor for Almaden Winery and spent
many hoursa thislocation asan employee
conducting winetastings and tours, attending saes
mextings and receiving training.

| began my sdes career for Almaden Wines in
1978 being hired as thefirst femae Saes Supervi-
sor West of the Mississippi. My jobinvolved
overseeing the locd wine and liquor distributors
for therestaurantsin San Joseand Santa Clara. A
good portion of my job involved public rdations
with therestaurant owners and ther staff. This
brought me to the Almaden fecilitiesin this
location prior to our homes being built.

Driving west on Blossom Hill from Meridian
Avenue, theVindand subdivision was thesite of
Vindand Elementary School. The entrance to the
Almaden Winery headquarters was located about
100 yard west of where Chambertin Driveis
locaed. Entering the site, thearea on theimmedi-
ae left was thehelipad and hanger. Thiswasone
of the highlights of my employment at Almaden! |
would often times take dients to Hollister and
Pacinesviaashort, yet excitingridein the
helicopter for atour of the vineyards followed by a
wonderful catered luncheon. Not too many
individua s have had the opportunity to skim
through the vdley alittleabove the tree topsin the
Almaden hdicopter!

On theright of the entrance road, was alarge
employee parking lot adjacent to the very large
Oak tree (now located in the backyard of 1522
BorddasDrive. Running from Bouchard dl the
way to Bergerac and from Miridle to about mid-
block of Tournaine Bordelasand was part of the
origind vineyards planted by EtienneThee’ and
tended by Charles Lefranc and Paul Masson. At
thecorner of Chambertin and Bergerac were large
winestorage tanks. Running along Brionne was
the bottling plant.

Inthe center of the devd opment were theMary
Lester gardens, the forma Rose Gardens and the
1852 Winery Building. Mary Lester, alongtime
employee of Almaden Winery was honored with
the Gardens being named for her when she retired
from her job a Almaden.

| was responsible for
assi sting with many of
theparties, wine
tastings and socid
events hddin the
gadens. It was dso
oneof the responsibil-

Did you know
there is only one
memoaria bench in

ity of the sdes

supervisors to call on the park that has
Ms. Lester and not been sald?
provide her with a Please contact
lifetimesupply of Almaden Wines. Thesegardens  Karen VanDyke

have now become the tot | ot/nei ghborhood park.
The large brick building was used asthe heedquar -
tersfor Almaden Winery Executives, Sdaes staff
and support personnd beginning around 1977.
Prior to thistime, the heedquarters were located in
San Francisco. The cedar trees dong Chambertin
were planted to provide awind bresk to the
gardens and the ranch house constructed in the
1930's (located near where Lefranc intersects with
Chambertin Drive).

(978-5817) if you
would like to honor
aloved oneona
bench in our
beautiful park.

From thebeginning of

Tresor (Vindand side) on
Treviso and on both sides of
Le Fevre were a collection
of very large wine storage
tanks. Located dong
Treviso, dmost across from
theTot Lot was the 1876
Winery building. In 1989, a
storage facility located next

If you have a question far
Carmella’s Redl Estate Carner call
Carmella at (408) 354-1235 ext.

841 or send anemalil to
cgraham@apr.com

tothehelicopter hanger and
the 1876 Winery building
were destroyed by fire

While | was a Almaden Vineyard from 1978-
1980, | had some wonderful experiences and some
great Helicopter rides during my employment. It
has always been very interesting to me to walk
through the park and remember the many wine
tastings and odid events | was ableto paticipae
in.

| am dwaysinterested in hearing from my

ne ghbors with ther red estate questions. If you
have any questionsregarding the market or just
want to tak red estae givemeacdl a (408)
354-1235 ext 841 or send an email to:
cgraham@aypr.com



Editor's Note:
The map Paris
constructed
did not
reproduce Well
in the newsletter
It will be posted
tothe avna
website soon.

TheResultsAreln!

By Paris Dieker

You may remember inthe March '03 AWNA Newsletter, | wrote an articde about the frustrating experience
with my various attemptsto get high-speed internet access. | conducted alittle survey and asked you for
feedback about your high-speed internet experience in our neighborhood. | received atotd of 24 re-
sponses. Thanks to all thosewho participated.

With theinformationyou sent, | created a map of our neighborhood to try to determine wher e the bound-
aries are for homeswhich receive fast high-speed internet access, homesthat receive moder ae-speed
access, and those that have no high-speed internet access. | categorized the type of service by the maxi-
mum linespeed asfollows: 1) “no DSL signd”, 2) 144 - 384 kbps (moderate), and 3) >385 kbps (fast).
Then | looked a the various access methods like ADSL, IDSL, Sprint Fixed Wireless, sadlite and
modems. [Note that thiswork was done before cablebroadband service was availablein our neighbor-
hood.]

Asaresult of thesurvey, it becameobvious that the homeswhich are located in Vindand dong Bdlagio
Dr. (4replies) are aleto receive afast DSL connection with speads way above 385kbps. Thisisadear
indication that they are dose enough to the next Centrd Office (CO) to receive adecent DSL signa.
There were several homes (7 replies) scattered throughout Vindand, Tresor and Vintagethat receive DSL
signd s a moderate speeds between 144 and 385 kbps. Itislikdy that these homes have IDSL connec-
tions- asomewhat slower, more expensive form of access. The other homes that responded to thesurvey
(13 replies), dso scattered throughout the neighborhood, can’t receive any DSL signd because they are
too far away (> 16,500 feet) from the next CO. A number of homestha can’ t receiveany DSL signa have
subscribed to fixed wireless services which are no longer availablefor new subscriptions, or simply use a
modem to did-up. The bottom lineisthat only the North-East corner of our community iscloseenough to
aCO to get standard DSL service at very high-speeds.

In order to get good DSL signd coverage for the entire AWNA community, a new CO that iswithinthe
required distance to dl our homes is needed. To the best of my knowledge, SBC’s plan to expand D SL
coverage inour area is indefinitdy on hold. Perhaps thiswill change in the future, but it does not gopear
that we currently have criticd mass to get SBC to change itsimmediate plans.

However, there has been some light a the end of the tunnd. Since | conducted this survey, Comcast
(formerly AT& T Broadband) has begun to provide full cable broadband internet coverage in our entire
community. The price for cable broadband is somewhat higher than for the standard DSL service offered
by SBC-Yahoo, Earthlink and others, but it does provide consistent high speed and throughput. Though |
don’'t want to sound like an advertisement for Comcast, | mysdf signed up for its cable broadband service
when it became availablein April, and | am very sdtisfied with the service .

In summeary, though the mgority of our community lacks the ability to accesstruly fast high-speed D SL
service, Comcast now provides an acceptabl e high-speed dternative via cable broadband. Though itis
more expensive than the$29.99 DSL specids that SBC-Yahoo has been running, in many casesitis less
expensive or equally expensivecomparedto | DSL, fixed wirdessor satdliteoptions. Perhgps this
situation will leed SBC to recognize thepotentid for new customersin our community and put the
necessary infrastructure in place. | will continue to monitor this situation and report back if and when
there are changes. | nthe meantime, feel free to contact meif you have any questionsonthistopic.
(pdieker @comcast. net)

Here are some useful Websites rd aed to this atice

* Broadband Reports: http://www.dslreports.com/

* Comcast Broadband Céble http://www.comcast.com/Benefits/ CHSIDetail s/ Sl ot4PageOne. asp
Test your connection speed:

* Internet Speed-O-Meter: http://promos.mcafee.com/spesdometer/

* Internet Bandwidth Meter: http://webservices.cnet.com/Bandwidth/
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The Almaden Winery Neighbor hood Association NeedsYour
Suppor t!

As you know, the Almaden Winery Ne ghborhood Association does not collect any dues and has no
mandatory fees. All community-wide activities and this newsletter are funded exdusivey through your
individud contributions. This newsletter_would not be possible unless we received donations. Won't you
consider making a donation? $5, $10, $20 or whatever you choseis fine. Please make your check out to the
Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association, and complete thefoll owing:

Yed | wauld liketo makea donation!

(Pleasefill inthe requested information so you can be added to the AWNA Directory. Al information will be
held inthe strictest confidentiality and will not be used for commercial purposes.)

Name:

Address:

Tdephone H: W
Email Address:

Amount: $5 _ $10 $20 Other

Mail or deliver to:

Almaden Winery Ne ghborhood Association
¢/o Michad Kubiniec

5666 Brionne Drive

San Jose, CA 95118-3914

Thank you very much for your generosity! 7



Neighborhood Bits & Bytes

It'saBoy!

Congraulaionsto Dede & Roger Smullen, son
Thomas James was born on June 26th. Thomas
was 9lbs, 3ounces. Both mother and baby are
doing wd !

Thank You For Supporting AWNA

A very big thank you to the following for their
monetary contributions to the AWNA over the past
severd months: Rusty and Esther Gralnik, Jim and
Camedla Graham, Arline Stepovich, Fathi and
Marola Massoud and Weiping Pan.. Asyou know,
the AWNA isan dl-volunteer community organi-
zation that subsists only on contribution made by
you. For example, these funds pay for the cost of
printing this newsl etter. If you would like to make
acontribution - noneis too smal! - complete the
donation form found dsewhere in the news| etter.
Thank you!

Wanted:
AWNA Newsl etter Editor-In-Chief

Would you be interested in volunteering your time
and talentstowardswriting and publishing the
AWNA newsletter? Typically, 5-6 newsletters are
published each year detailing the ongoing events
in our neighborhood. Communication of this
informaion isvitd to dl the homeowners of the
Almaden Winery. Jim Graham has graciously
offered to fill in as Editor-In-Chief because Dede
Smullen just recently had a baby. However, amore
permanent Editor is desired. If interested, contact
Michad Kubiniec a& 445-2644 or

mtkubi ni ec@cs.com.

Attention -Youth of theAlmaden
Winery-Get Invol ved!

If you are ayoungster between the ages of 11-18,
read on. If you are a parent, passon thenews| etter
andthisartice for your childrentoread. The
Almaden Winery Neighborhood Associaionis
seeking to form aYouth Committee that ismade
up of the younger people inour neighborhood. The
youth in our neighborhood are an untgpped
resource and they have alot to offer our commu-
nity. Asyou know, our neighborhood associ aion
(continued next column)

has many ongoing activitiesthat you could get
involved with. Did you know that community
saviceisanimportant “bullet” onyour high
school or college gpplication? Community service
can help you deveop leadership and project
management skills, and these are excd lent
atributesto have as you matureinto adulthood.
For example, our annuad Hdloween Paty and
Parade requires volunteers to hdp coordinate the
activitiesand gamesfor the children. | think it
would be tremendous if a group of youngsters
wholly organized thisactivity. Think about it.
Contact me if interested, mtkubiniec@cs.com.

You'r elnvited..

AWNA Meeting
Wednesday, Aug 6th, 7:00 PM

Location:
Community Center Building
(2-story brick building at the

south end of the Winery Park)

Pizza Soci d starts at 6:45PM
Mgor Agenda Items/Decisions:

* City of San Jose Update

* Youth Lot Committee Status
Report

* Photo Exhibit of the Park
Dedication

* Park Committee Status Report

* Planning for Fall Activities

* Miscdllaneous / Open Issues

Attending this meseting in an excell ent
way to meet your neighbors,
share infor mation about the
neighborhood and offer any

suggestions for invol vement or
Improvement.

Vdunteg's
make this
neighbahaod
great!

How about
helping out with
the
Hallonveen
Parade & Party?



