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Alamden Winery Park Dedication
And Annual Picnic

By Jennifer Burrows

On a sunny June 14th, AWNA and the City of San Jose hosted a Dedication Day to celebrate the second
phase accomplishments made to Almaden Winery Park.  Festivities included an appearance by several of
San Jose Police Department’s Mounted Patrol, the San Jose Fire Department’s Shark Fire Truck and a
traditional Fire Truck that took folks for a fun ride around the neighborhood.  Presentations at the event
included verbal unveiling of the new Winery Park sign, located on Treviso Avenue, along with speeches by
City Council member, Vice Mayor Pat Dando, Director of Parks and Recreation & Neighborhood Ser-

vices, Sara Hensley, and Parks Manager, Todd Capurso.  Without their years of support and cooperation,
the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Park may not have had these continued improvements, making this
park such a beautiful neighborhood asset.

To show AWNA’s appreciation for the dedicated hours put into obtaining and keeping budgeted funds,
planning, designing and executing construction plans, AWNA President, Mike Kubiniec presented plaques
to Pat, Todd and Jo Coffaro, assistant to Pat Dando.  The plaques included pictures of the park taken 7
years ago, when the area was hardly more than a stretch of dirt, rocks and a few historic California Oak
trees.  Another photograph showed the progress that has created the beautiful park we enjoy today.  We

hope the plaques are proudly displayed in the recipient’s offices as a constant reminder that their support is
appreciated.

Over $300K in recent park modifications and additions include more green lawn area, greatly improved
lighting with a Victorian flair, new traditional- style park bench seating through out the park, increased and
improved walking paths and lush landscaping with watering systems.  Plans for Almaden Winery Park will
not cease with these recent improvements as the Youth Lot phase planning is underway.  The project
consists of constructing a new playground area for children 6 to 9 years old, complimenting the existing

Tot Lot and meeting the needs of our growing community children.  Impressively, AWNA met it’s goal of
raising $50K by June 1, 2003 allowing Amy Paschal to proudly present Pat Dando with a $50K check at
the event.  This sum will be tripled, adding $150K to planning and construction costs, as committed by Pat
Dando.  Youth Lot Committee members will continue fund raising efforts supporting the expected need for
additional funding.   Pat Dando also announced that the 2 million  dollar Almaden Winery Community
Center remodel project is slated to break ground fall 2003.

In conjunction with park dedication activities, AWNA sponsored the 2nd Annual Picnic in the park.  Each
year more people attend and enjoy the opportunity to mingle with neighbors.  This year the committee

arranged for children to be entertained with a Bounce House and refreshing pool.  Delicious dishes
brought by neighbors and the ice cream sundae bar were thoroughly enjoyed by all.  AWNA received $230
through donations which will be used to offset expenses which totalled more than $2000.

Almaden Winery Park Dedication & Picnic 2003 could not have happened without the energetic and
dedicated planners, volunteers, donors and supporters who have given numerous hours of long and
sometimes challenging work.  The volunteers included: Joe Cassetta, Jim Graham (committee chair),
Michael Kubiniec, Nancy Sakal and the Shisler family: Bryan, Shelly, Devon and Alisa.
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By Amy Paschal

Results of Youth Lot Survey
Thank you to all who participated in the Youth Lot
Survey for the Almaden Winery Park.  There were
73 surveys completed with the following results:
Items are ranked by total number of points received.
The number of “no” votes were used to break ties.

The total score (in parenthesis) is followed by the
number of  “no” votes tallied for that item.
Youth Lot Elements:
Swings (417, 2 no votes)
Slides (381, 1 no vote)
Water Play Feature (348, 6 no votes)
Fitness Structures (336, 0 no votes)
Monkey Bars (324, 1 no votes)
Play/Tree House (261, 4 no votes)
Rock Climbing Structure (255, 5 no votes)

Net Climber (249, 5 no votes)
Tetter Totter (228, 1 no vote)
Water/Sand Feature (219, 7 no votes)
Sand Box (195, 13 no votes)
Rope Climber (171, 5 no votes)
Merry Go Round (171, 8 no votes)
Hop Scotch (153, 4 no votes)
Sliding Pole (150, 4 no votes)
Tire Swing (150, 6 no votes)

Tether Ball (141, 8 no votes)
Metal Climbers (135, 2 no votes)
Activity Panels (108, 12 no votes)
Play Diggers (105, 8 no votes)

Supporting Elements:
Benches (441, 1 no vote)
Picnic Tables (339, 1 no vote)
Drinking Fountain (294, 4 no votes)
Bike Racks (174, 4 no votes)

Write In Elements:
Basket Ball Hoop (36)
Rubber Ground Surface (18, 2 no votes)
Decorative Water Fountain (18)
Shade Canopy (9)
Volleyball Bad mitten Court (9)
Handicap Swing (9)
Community Pool (9)
Skate/Bike Area (9, 3 no

votes)
Tube Slide (0, 1 no vote)

Design Theme (Total Score shown in parenthesis,
listed by rank)
Shade (62)
Walkways (57)
Save Tree and Foliage (53)

Victorian Theme (41)
Blend with Neighborhood (35)
Match Existing Tot Lot (32)
Formal Entrance (23)
Artwork (18)
Other Theme (6) (San Jose History and Almaden
Winery Themes Suggested)

The results of this survey including all written
comments have been forwarded to the City Parks

and Neighborhood Services Department. They will
use the results to help them come up with plans for
the park that will be presented to the neighborhood
at a public meeting in early fall.  Please be aware
that the items selected for the park will depend
upon budget, maintenance, age appropriateness,
space, safety requirements, availability of the
element, as well as the results of our survey.  We
will also be forwarding, to the City, pictures of the

Kids Only Survey completed by the children at the
June 14th Picnic and Park Dedication.
The youth lot committee will make a copy of the
written comments available through the AWNA
web site

Neighborhood
 Kid's Corner

Babysitters For Hire

Tanya Eshel, age 14 and a half, entering high
school in September is looking for a summer/year

round babysitting job. She lives in Vineland and
has baby-sat professionally (for pay) for 2 years.
Would love to watch your children in summer and/
or weekends or after school. She has also passed a
Red Cross Babysitting course for First Aid. For
more information, please call 265-1261.

Hello parents. My name is Kenzie.  I am going
into the 7th grade in the fall at Dartmouth Middle

School.  I live in Tresor.  I would love to baby-sit
and help take care of your child/children.  I have
experience as a baby-sitter and have an excellent
reference letter available.  Please call me at 266-
8862.

Kid's  Corner
Listings are

available to the
neighborhood

youth at no charge!
Listings must be

submitted by  the
15th of each month

to jgraham269
@earthlink.net
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If you would
like to join the
Garage Sale
Committee
please contact
Amy Paschal at
978-6585 or
atpaschal@aol.com.

Youth Lot Garage Sale Fundraiser Update
 Donation Pickup Schedule.

By Jennifer Burrows

AWNA has teamed up with Las Madres Playgroups Inc. to sponsor a large scale Community Garage Sale
Fundraiser, benefiting the Almaden Winery Youth Lot fund.  This is a fantastic opportunity to clean out
items that just don’t work for you anymore and shop for bargains while supporting the planning and

construction costs associated with the Youth Lot.

To make this event another great success, we are asking for tax-deductible donations of your “gently
used” furniture, art, clothing, toys, household items or other desirable items.  Upcoming pick-up dates are
outlined below.  Please call Amy Paschal at 978-6586 to schedule pickup of your donations. Items can be
left on your driveway or otherwise arranged for pick up. All donations are 100% tax deductible under the
Las Madres tax ID and a receipt will be provided.

Donation Pick-Up Dates: Wednesdays Saturdays

July 30 August 2

August 6 August 9

The sale is scheduled for Friday August 15  through Sunday August 17, 2003 at the Almaden Winery

Community Center, adjacent to the park.  We have already received a great array of items to sell and in
the next few weeks we will need helping hands to prepare items for the sale. If you would like to lend
your assistance please contact Amy Paschal at 978-6585 or atpaschal@aol.com.

PICNIC
Our picnic on June 14th was a wonderful event but we needed
more people to help set-up and clean-up.  There were five
families who contributed five men and one woman for set-up and
five men, five women and two children for clean-up.  Some of us

are fifty and older and don’t need to be doing heavy physical
labor.  We would appreciate a few strong young men or women
to help for next year’s event.  All events over the next year could
 be cancelled if the Community Center is closed for renovation
unless we come up with some plan that doesn’t include the use
 of the Community Center.

HALLOWEEN PARTY

 The Halloween Committee only has one remaining member due to a variety of circumstances. We will
need help to continue with this event.  We can do a party fairly easy if it doesn’t require fund raising such
as a silent auction or raffle.  If we have the City’s permission we might have an example of the bricks that
will be sold when we have a plan that demonstrates where they will go and how many we can sell. We
could also sell wreaths again if anyone wants to take responsibility for that project.  The major fund raising
for the Youth Lot has been accomplished but if we raise more money than the bare minimum we can cover
cost overruns or possible upgrade the equipment from the bare basics.

IRRIGATION OF CHAMBERTIN STRIP

We still need volunteers who are willing to spend a minimum of effort to water on a Wednesday or one
day on the weekend.  It does require a two hour time period but only about five minutes of actual work.

Volunteers Needed!

By Nancy Sakal

Todd Capurso, Parks Manager and
Mike Kubiniec, AWNA President

Found Items From
The Park Picnic

Left From
The AWNA Picnic:
Large blue serving
bowl with spatula.
To claim, contact

Michael Kubiniec,
445-2644 or

mtkubiniec@cs.com.
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Carmella 's Real Estate Corner

By Carmella Graham

If you have a question for
Carmella's Real Estate Corner call
Carmella at (408) 354-1235 ext.

841 or send an email to
cgraham@apr.com 

Did you know
there is only one
memorial bench in
the park that has
not been sold?
Please contact
Karen VanDyke
(978-5817) if you
would like to honor
a loved one on a
bench in our
beautiful park.

I didn’t receive a question for this month’s column
so I thought I would take you on a journey down
memory lane.  Most of the residents of the Old
Almaden Winery know that I am one of the
original owners in the development.  Most of you
don’t know that quite a few years ago, I was a
sales supervisor for Almaden Winery and spent
many hours at this location as an employee
conducting wine tastings and tours, attending sales
meetings and receiving training.

I began my sales career for Almaden Wines in
1978 being hired as the first female Sales Supervi-
sor West of the Mississippi. My job involved
overseeing the local wine and liquor distributors
for the restaurants in San Jose and Santa Clara.  A
good portion of my job involved public relations
with the restaurant owners and their staff. This
brought me to the Almaden facilities in this
location prior to our homes being built.

Driving west on Blossom Hill from Meridian
Avenue, the Vineland subdivision was the site of
Vineland Elementary School.  The entrance to the
Almaden Winery headquarters was located about
100 yard west of where Chambertin Drive is
located.  Entering the site, the area on the immedi-
ate left was the helipad and hanger.  This was one
of the highlights of my employment at Almaden!  I
would often times take clients to Hollister and
Paicines via a short, yet exciting ride in the
helicopter for a tour of the vineyards followed by a
wonderful catered luncheon.  Not too many
individuals have had the opportunity to skim
through the valley a little above the tree tops in the
Almaden helicopter!

On the right of the entrance road, was a large
employee parking lot adjacent to the very large
Oak tree (now located in the backyard of 1522
Bordelais Drive.  Running from Bouchard all the
way to Bergerac and from Mirielle to about mid-
block of Tournaine, Bordelais and was part of the
original vineyards planted by Etienne Thee’ and
tended by Charles Lefranc and Paul Masson.  At
the corner of Chambertin and Bergerac were large
wine storage tanks.  Running along Brionne was
the bottling plant.

In the center of the development were the Mary
Lester gardens, the formal Rose Gardens and the
1852 Winery Building.  Mary Lester, a long time
employee of Almaden Winery was honored with
the Gardens being named for her when she retired
from her job at Almaden.

I was responsible for
assisting with many of
the parties, wine
tastings and social
events held in the
gardens.  It was also

one of the responsibil-
ity of the sales
supervisors to call on
Ms. Lester and
provide her with a
lifetime supply of Almaden Wines.  These gardens
have now become the tot lot/neighborhood park.
The large brick building was used as the headquar-
ters for Almaden Winery Executives, Sales staff
and support personnel beginning around 1977.

Prior to this time, the headquarters were located in
San Francisco.  The cedar trees along Chambertin
were planted to provide a wind break to the
gardens and the ranch house constructed in the
1930’s (located near where Lefranc intersects with
Chambertin Drive).

From the beginning of

Tresor (Vineland side) on
Treviso and on both sides of
Le Fevre were a collection
of very large wine storage
tanks.  Located along
Treviso, almost across from
the Tot Lot was the 1876
Winery building.  In 1989, a
storage facility located next
to the helicopter hanger and

the 1876 Winery building
were destroyed by fire.

While I was at Almaden Vineyard from 1978-
1980, I had some wonderful experiences and some
great Helicopter rides during my employment.  It
has always been very interesting to me to walk
through the park and remember the many wine
tastings and social events I was able to participate

in.

I am always interested in hearing from my
neighbors with their real estate questions.  If you
have any questions regarding the market or just
want to talk real estate, give me a call at (408)
354-1235 ext 841 or send an email to:
cgraham@apr.com
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The Results Are In!

By Paris Dieker

You may remember in the March ’03 AWNA Newsletter, I wrote an article about the frustrating experience
with my various attempts to get high-speed internet access.  I conducted a little survey and asked you for
feedback about your high-speed internet experience in our neighborhood.  I received a total of 24 re-
sponses.  Thanks to all those who participated.

With the information you sent, I created a map of our neighborhood to try to determine where the bound-
aries are for homes which receive fast high-speed internet access, homes that receive moderate-speed
access, and those that have no high-speed internet access.  I categorized the type of service by the maxi-
mum line speed as follows:  1) “no DSL signal”, 2) 144 - 384 kbps (moderate), and 3) >385 kbps (fast).
Then I looked at the various access methods like ADSL, IDSL, Sprint Fixed Wireless, satellite and
modems.  [Note that this work was done before cable broadband service was available in our neighbor-
hood.]

As a result of the survey, it became obvious that the homes which are located in Vineland along Bellagio

Dr. (4 replies) are able to receive a fast DSL connection with speeds way above 385kbps.  This is a clear
indication that they are close enough to the next Central Office (CO) to receive a decent DSL signal.
There were several homes (7 replies) scattered throughout Vineland, Tresor and Vintage that receive DSL
signals at moderate speeds between 144 and 385 kbps.  It is likely that these homes have IDSL connec-
tions - a somewhat slower, more expensive form of access.  The other homes that responded to the survey
(13 replies), also scattered throughout the neighborhood, can’t receive any DSL signal because they are
too far away (> 16,500 feet) from the next CO.  A number of homes that can’t receive any DSL signal have
subscribed to fixed wireless services  which are no longer available for new subscriptions, or simply use a
modem to dial-up.  The bottom line is that only the North-East corner of our community is close enough to
a CO to get standard DSL service at very high-speeds.

In order to get good DSL signal coverage for the entire AWNA community, a new CO that is within the
required distance to all our homes is needed. To the best of my knowledge, SBC’s plan to expand DSL
coverage in our area is indefinitely on hold.  Perhaps this will change in the future, but it does not appear
that we currently have critical mass to get SBC to change its immediate plans.

However, there has been some light at the end of the tunnel.  Since I conducted this survey, Comcast

(formerly AT&T Broadband) has begun to provide full cable broadband internet coverage in our entire
community.  The price for cable broadband is somewhat higher than for the standard DSL service offered
by SBC-Yahoo, Earthlink and others, but it does provide consistent high speed and throughput.  Though I
don’t want to sound like an advertisement for Comcast, I myself signed up for its cable broadband service
when it became available in April, and I am very satisfied with the service .

In summary, though the majority of our community lacks the ability to access truly fast high-speed DSL
service, Comcast now provides an acceptable high-speed alternative via cable broadband.  Though it is
more expensive than the $29.99 DSL specials that SBC-Yahoo has been running, in many cases it is less

expensive or equally expensive compared to IDSL, fixed wireless or satellite options.  Perhaps this
situation will lead SBC to recognize the potential for new customers in our community and put the
necessary infrastructure in place.  I will continue to monitor this situation and report back if and when
there are changes.  In the meantime, feel free to contact me if you have any questions on this topic.
(pdieker@comcast.net)

Here are some useful Websites related to this article:
* Broadband Reports: http://www.dslreports.com/
* Comcast Broadband Cable: http://www.comcast.com/Benefits/CHSIDetails/Slot4PageOne.asp

Test your connection speed:
* Internet Speed-O-Meter: http://promos.mcafee.com/speedometer/
* Internet Bandwidth Meter: http://webservices.cnet.com/Bandwidth/

Editor's Note:
The map Paris

constructed
did not

reproduce well
in the newsletter
It will be posted

to the awna
website soon.
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A great time was had by all at
the second annual Almaden

Winery
Neighborhood Picnic held on

Saturday, June 14th.

Our next neighborhood social
event will be the Halloween

Parade and Party!

Coodinator and volunteers
needed for this event.  Please

contact Mike Kubiniec at
(408) 445-2644

Almaden Winery Neighborhood Park Dedication & Annual Picnic

June 14, 2003



7

The Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association Needs Your
Support!

As you know, the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association does not collect any dues and has no
mandatory fees. All community-wide activities and this newsletter are funded exclusively through your
individual contributions. This newsletter would not be possible unless we received donations. Won’t you
consider making a donation? $5, $10, $20 or whatever you chose is fine. Please make your check out to the
Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association, and complete the following:

Yes! I would like to make a donation!
(Please fill in the requested information so you can be added to the AWNA Directory. All information will be
held in the strictest confidentiality and will not be used for commercial purposes.)

Name:  ________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________________________

Telephone: H:  _______________________ W:  ________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________

Amount: $5  _____     $10  _____     $20  _____     Other  _____

Mail or deliver to:
Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
c/o Michael Kubiniec
5666 Brionne Drive
San Jose, CA 95118-3914

Thank you very much for your generosity!
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Volunteers
make this

neighborhood
great!

How about
helping out with

the
Halloween

Parade & Party?

Neighborhood Bits & Bytes

It's a Boy!

Congratulations to Dede & Roger Smullen, son
Thomas James was born on June 26th.  Thomas
was 9lbs, 3ounces.  Both mother and baby are

doing well!

Thank You For Supporting AWNA

A very big thank you to the following for their

monetary contributions to the AWNA over the past
several months: Rusty and Esther Gralnik, Jim and
Carmella Graham, Arline Stepovich, Fathi and
Marola Massoud and Weiping Pan..  As you know,
the AWNA is an all-volunteer community organi-
zation that subsists only on contribution made by
you. For example, these funds pay for the cost of
printing this newsletter. If you would like to make
a contribution - none is too small! - complete the
donation form found elsewhere in the newsletter.

Thank you!

Wanted:

AWNA Newsletter Editor-In-Chief

Would you be interested in volunteering your time
and talents towards writing and publishing the
AWNA newsletter? Typically, 5-6 newsletters are
published each year detailing the ongoing events
in our neighborhood. Communication of this
information is vital to all the homeowners of the
Almaden Winery. Jim Graham has graciously

offered to fill in as Editor-In-Chief because Dede
Smullen just recently had a baby. However, a more
permanent Editor is desired. If interested, contact
Michael Kubiniec at 445-2644 or
mtkubiniec@cs.com.

Attention - Youth of the Almaden
Winery - Get Involved!
If you are a youngster between the ages of 11-18,

read on. If you are a parent, pass on the newsletter
and this article for your children to read. The
Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association is
seeking to form a Youth Committee that is made
up of the younger people in our neighborhood. The
youth in our neighborhood are an untapped
resource and they have a lot to offer our commu-
nity. As you know, our neighborhood association
(continued next column)

has many ongoing activities that you could get
involved with. Did you know that community
service is an important “bullet” on your high
school or college application? Community service
can help you develop leadership and project
management skills, and these are excellent

attributes to have as you mature into adulthood.
For example, our annual Halloween Party and
Parade requires volunteers to help coordinate the
activities and games for the children. I think it
would be tremendous if a group of youngsters
wholly organized this activity. Think about it.
Contact me if interested, mtkubiniec@cs.com.

You're Invited...

AWNA Meeting
Wednesday, Aug 6th , 7:00 PM

Location:
Community Center Building
(2-story brick building at the
south end of the Winery Park)

Pizza Social starts at 6:45PM

Major Agenda Items/Decisions:

* City of San Jose Update
* Youth Lot Committee Status
    Report
* Photo Exhibit of the Park
    Dedication
* Park Committee Status Report
* Planning for Fall Activities
* Miscellaneous / Open Issues

Attending this meeting in an excellent
way to meet your neighbors,
share information about the
neighborhood and offer any

suggestions for involvement or
improvement.


