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Protect Yourself From

Mail Theft

By Nancy Sakal

Be very careful about outgoing and incoming
mail that contains checks or personal informa-
tion. There has been a rash of mail theft in
Tresor and Vintage. Don't let mail accumulate
in your mailbox and bring your mail in as soon
as possible. Have your mail held if you are out
of town and don't have it delivered back to you
until you're sure you will be home. If you are
coming back late at night, don’'t have the mail
delivered until the next day. Sensitive incom-
ing mail can include pre-approved credit appli-
cations, credit cards, checks, statements from
banks or investments, payroll stubs and medical
statements. These mailings may include your
social security number, credit card, and bank and
investment account numbers. Most insurance
companies use your Social Security number as
your identifying number.

The closest placesto take your mail to an indoor
box isLong’s drugstore on Camden or Heather’s
Hallmark Store at Blossom Hill and Meridian.
Many people are taking their mail to work.

Community Calendar- 2002

BBQ in the park - June 29
(See Flyer - Attached)
Public Hearing-L os Capitancillos Wetlands
Project Draft EIR - July 2 9:30 am
(See Notice Page 5)
Future AWNA Meetings:
Wed August 7
Wed October 2
Wed December 4

New Mail Drop Box at
Chambertin and Treviso

A new public mail drop box will beinstalled for
our use a the corner of Chambertin Drive and
Treviso Drive. The box has been approved but
still must go through some paperwork hoops
which will take about two more weeks. Look
for the new box mid-July. Thank you to all
neighbors who took this issue on and made it

happen.

¢ See page 2 for a personal account?
cof mail theft and a special messages
. from our mail carrier. .

Wed. August 7, 2002 AWNA
Meeting Agenda - Draft

Introductions
City of San Jose Update
3. Communications Committee Report
*  Newsletter
®  Privacy Concerns on Web

*  \Web Site

*  Email List
4. Park Committee Status Report
5. Children and Families First
6. Neighborhood Projects/Activities

*  Youth Lot Sub-Committee
*  Blossom Hill Branch Library
*  Prelim Planning for Fall Events
*  Picnic Recap
7. Misc./New Issues
*  Financial Review
*  Non-Profit Status
®  Mail Theft/vandalism
®*  New Issue
*  Room Cleanup
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Check Out
the New Web
site!!
WWW.AWNA.ORG

We are in the
process of
revamping our
web site and are
seeking volun-
teers for our
team. If you are
interested in
participating,
please contact
Nick Wright

(nick@wright.org).

A Personal

By Nancy Sakal

The bank suspected that something was out of
the ordinary in my accounts due to a bunch of
deposits and withdrawals that weren't normal
and they called my husband. We had to open a
new account and it took four hours off work for
my husband and another day of phone calls to
review al of the automatic withdrawals and de-
posits to our account. Someone impersonating
me had a phony driver’s license with their pic-
ture and my name and address. My credit union
has been actively trying to get a picture of al of
their members into the computer so every time
youtry to makeatransactionyour picturecomes
up. They told my impersonator that they did
not have my picture on file so she gave them a
phony driver’s license. We did not lose any
money. The bank is insured for this kind of
fraud. It could have been much worse except
for an alert teller. As soon as we got home from
changing the bank account the call camein from
the Highway patrol. They had stopped this guy
for aroutine traffic violation and noticed there
were many warrantsfor hisarrest. While search-
ing his car they found the phony driver’slicense
that was used and the check to Costco that had
never been cashed along with many other
peopl€e's stolen property. The last | heard they
hadn’t caught the woman who was impersonat-
ing me but they were working on it.

We have been very careful with our mail in the
last couple of yearssince | heard about arash of
mail theft in our neighborhood so it was myste-
rious to me that a check was stolen from my
mailbox. The highway patrolman told me that
they werein possession of acheck to Costco dated
June 1999. When | checked my files | found a
note that said a check was lost in the mail to
Costco and | had stopped payment on the check.

| may not have been aware of the problems in
the neighborhood and mailed a check from our
mailbox. When a check is lost or stolen on the
way to a credit card debt the chances are you
won't be aware until the next billing cycle so
they can charge you the late fees and interest on
the overdue balance. This gives the thieves an
extramonth to mess up your finances unlessthey
are like my thieves and have such a backlog of
stolen mail that it takes them three yearsto take
advantage of the information. Some of these
theftsinvolve depositing money in your account
(usually phony checks) and getting areceipt that
gives your balance. This tells them how much

Account of Mail

Theft

they can clean out of your account. Sometimes
they just wash a check and make it out to them-
selveseither for theamount written or for alarger
amount.

The Federal Trade Commission publishesabook
that is very informative about protecting your-
self from all kinds of identity theft. Itiscalled
WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO YOUR
GOOD NAME. Thisison-linea ongwith many
other publications at www.consumer.gov.idtheft.

The Identity Theft and Assumption Deterrence
Act of 1998 isa Federal law directed at identity
theft. ldentity Theft isinvestigated by the U.S.
Secret Service, the FBI, the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service and SSA’s Office of the Inspector
General. Federal identity theft cases are pros-
ecuted by the U.S. Department of Justice. They
have been seriously investigating these crimes
since September 11th. A conviction for identity
theft carries a maximum penalty of fifteen years
imprisonment, a fine and forfeiture of any per-
sonal property used or intended to be used to
commit the crime.

If you have had acheck missing in the mail any-
time since you have lived here, there is till a
possibility you could be avictim if you haven't
changed your bank account number. | had
stopped payment on the check but that didn’t
protect me from identity theft.

A Message from our Mail
Carrier

by Nancy Sakal

Mail may not be delivered if your mailbox is
obstructed. Our mail carrier does not enforce
thisrule but if there is a substitute he may bein
a hurry to complete his route and not deliver
your mail if a car is obstructing your mailbox.

Garbage cansand recyclebinsarefrequently ob-
structing mail boxes. Sometimes this is due to
the recycle company throwing the bins all over
the place. When we have one recycle can this
should alleviate this problem somewhat. The
obstruction problemismoredifficult in Vineland
and Vintage because the mail deliverer does not
get out of the truck but delivers the mail from
the truck. This is just the opposite in Tresor
because the mail deliverer gets out of the truck

to distribute the mail.
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Minutes from the San
Jose Guadalupe Creek
Trail Public Outreach

Meeting
By Rob Price

The San Jose Guadalupe Creek Trail Public
Outreach Meeting #1 was held April 30th. It
was attended by over 150 area residents. The
meeting was opened by City Council represen-
tative Pat Dando, who introduced Todd Capurso,
representing the city, and he in turn introduced
the landscape architects, Callander Associates.
The architect showed a detailed set of prelimi-
nary plansto build awalking / cycling / jogging
/ equestrian path from Almaden Expressway to
Camden Avenue, then up Guadal upe Mines Road
to an existing (but now closed) path that pro-
vides access to Quicksilver Park. The plans,
which are to be the existing graveled water dis-
trict accessroad, which could be paved or sealed,
then under Meridian, between the creek and the
percolation ponds behind the Winery, and on to
Masson Dam. The dam area is scheduled for
wetlands remediation, and a bridge would be
added over the creek near the PG& E substation.
Thetrail would then run on the south side of the
creek near the existing housing on a dirt water
company access road. The bridge at Camden is
too low for an under crossing, so the path would
be a grade crossing at the Camden-Hicks traffic
light. The path would then run along Guadalupe
Mines on a white-line right of way to the cul-
de-sac at the end, where the landfill road goes
left and up the hill. The path then becomes nar-
row and parallels the creek until it getsto
afireroad, turnsleft and climbs the hill to

Thanks, Sue — You Will Be
Missed!

By Mike Kubiniec

A wonderful contributor to our neighborhood will
soon be moving. Sue Shanahan Webb and her
family will be relocating to San Diego in the
upcoming months. Ever since moving into the
Almaden Winery, Sue has given much of her time
and talents to our community organization. Ex-
amples of her accomplishments are numerous,
and a partial list includes:
spearheaded the installation
of irrigation by the City
Parks Department in the
Chambertin parking strip in
the vicinity Bergerac Drive,
organized the community
tulip bulb, trees and shrub
planting days in the parking
strips west and south of the
City’s 2 story brick building, established and co-
ordinated the volunteer watering program of the
plants and trees in the areas where permanent
irrigation has not yet been installed, and started
up the Annua Holiday House Decorating Con-
test. Additionally, she has arranged for the pizza
and drinks to be brought to the AWNA general
meetings for severa years.

AWNA is in need of additional
volunteers to fill Sue's shoe's.
Please See AWNA News on
Page 10 for more details.

Our community has greatly benefited through all
her efforts, generosity and dedication. Sue — a
BIG THANK YOU!!! All the best to you and

joininto the existing Quicksilver trail sys-

tem. There were objections early and of- ° Community Bu”etin Board

ten by an individual who wanted to know . )

about steelhead and salmon remediation ||| #MOther's Helper Wanted ,

and if Fish and Game funds were to be : Hellp neighbors, We are due with our secor?d child on the 4th of July ar_1d are
used on the project. Rep. Dando indicated o lOOking for a “Mother’s Helper” to babysit our 2 year old daughter in the
that no funding had been earmarked or : afternoons while Mom takes care of the newborn, does laundry, preps dinner,
sought asyet, but that often highway funds o €fc. Hoursand days are flexible, but between 4:00 and 6:00pm a few days a
areavailablefor such projects, and that the : week would beideal. Pay is certainly negotiable! If you know of anyonewho
first phase of the project was probably 3 to e Might beinterested in earning a couple extra bucks this summer, please let us
5yearsfrom completion. Thearchitect in- : knpw! Thanks! The Neal Family - Chris, Heather and Avery, 1520 Bouchard
dicated the landfill had about 20 yearsto || o Drive 266-2002

go on their lease, so the Guadalupe Mines
phase would need to wait for the landfill

:Old Almaden Winery Career Builder Group -

New group to

to be capped and closed. Hewascorrected ||| eShare  career information. .

by the City bicycle coordinator, who indi- o Duetothe current economic down turn_ in the economy, a new group ha_s b_een

cated the agreement with the landfill op- : formed to share_ career t|ps_ano_l leads in the Qld Almaden Winery. Thl_s isa

erator allowed for access for a trail. The o new group t_hat |3Ju_st forming in our comn_wumty to serve our C(_)mmur_uty. If
e Yyou would like to join or get more information, please contact Nick Wright at
+ nick@wright.org

Conintued on Page 5
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A Chance for Every Child

Children & Families First Commission of Santa Clara County

By Karina Vargas

The Children and Families First Commission
of SantaClaraCounty (Commission) wasformed

when the voters approved
Proposition 10 in November

Ms. Vargas will be making a
small presentation on this
program at the August 7th
AWNA meeting. If you would
like to be part of this initia-
tive, please contact her at:
408-289-5330,
karina@santaclarakids.org,
1150 S. Bascom Ave., Suite 12,
San Jose, CA 95128. Visit us at
www.santaclarakids.org.

1998. Proposition 10 estab-
lished a tax on tobacco prod-
ucts from which approxi-
mately $700 million will be
collected statewide each year.
Eighty percent of therevenues
are alocated to county com-
missions to fund local pro-
grams. The Children &
Families First Commission of

Santa Clara County receives

approximately $25 million
annually. These funds are in-
tended to promote, support and improve early
childhood development from the prenatal stage
through 5 years of age. The Commission with
the community is concentrating efforts on build-
ing systems of support that emphasize, quality
health care, family integrity, early education, and
safe neighborhoods.

We're calling on you, community members,
families, schools, community organizations,

Volleyball in the Park
Starts July 8th, 2002- Mondays
5:30 P.M.-Dark

businesses, faith-based groups and many others
to come together to form Regional Partnerships
and School Readiness Partnerships!

Theintent of the Regional Partnershipsisto en-
hance existing neighborhood partnerships or
develop new partnerships. The School Readi-
ness Initiative is astatewide effort devel oped by
the State Proposition 10 Commission. The pur-
pose of this effort is to improve the abilities of
families, schools, and communities to prepare
children to enter school ready to learn.

The goal of these initiatives is to examine the
current systems of early learning and child/fam-
ily support. Once examined, therole of the Part-
nerships, either Regional or School Readiness,
will beto develop and implement programs, ser-
vices, and activities to ensure the well being of
children, prenatal to 5 years of age, and their
families.

Success of the Regional Partnershipsand School
Readiness| nitiativewill depend on your involve-
ment. Working together we can help children
grow strong, healthy and reach their full poten-
tial. These efforts are completely community-
driven and funded by the Children & Families
First Commission of Santa Clara County.

Old Almaden Winery

Mother's Group Welcome's

By Dede Smullen all new (and old) mom's.
OK volleyball ball fans, we've had several
months to recover. It's time to start our sum-
mer season. Join us for volleyball in the park,
Monday nights from 5:30 till we can't see the
ball. Meet at the lower lawn area. Heavy rain
cancels but the heartiest play through the light
stuff. Bring your favorite ball. Contact
dede_smullen@yahoo.com, 448-4084 before
each match so we know if there are enough
peopleto set up the net. Come early if you can
help set up. Tentative Dates:

By Dede Smullen

The Almaden Mother's Group is an informal
support and play group for all neighborhood
moms and their children. We would love for
youto joinus. The evening mom's group meets
regularly every other Thursday evening from
6:30 - 8:00 PM.. The daytime group meets in-
formally throughout the month. For further in-
formation and scheduled events, please visit
www.almadenmothers.homestead.com. You
may also join our email list by sending a blank

July 8 August 5 Sept. 2 o

July 15 August 12 Sept. 9 emalil to: .

July 22 August 19 Sept. 16 almadenmothers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
July 29 August 26 Sept. 23
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The People Belbend Tour Winker

Gudalupe Creek Trail Meeting Minutes
Continued From Page 3

landfill changed hands recently, but the contract was not altered, so the city repre-
sentatives agreed that there is a chance that segment could be done in the same
time frame.

There were objections by some neighborhood residents who preferred the alternate
alignment, which would stay on the north side of the creek, run through the sub-
station property and along city streetsto get to the Camden-Hicks signal. But they
badly wanted the bridge for shorter and safer school access ASAP for their kids.

Rep. Dando said she would look into that as an early build. Not stated is that
putting in the bridge would require the trail use the bridge, thus forcing it to the
preferred alignment. Oneindividual indicated the path on the south side would be
much more rural in character, and could be moved away from the street to the edge
of the riparian area and arow of trees could be added next to the street to provide
some shielding, in addition to reducing off-path excursionsto look at the wildlife.

Other complaints were off the central meeting agenda, and came from neighbors
across Coleman from the percolation ponds, who indicated youths were partying
and making amess on the water district property. Rep. Dando indicated she would
talk to the police about that. Othersindicated parking was aways an issue, that the
local school ball field has an impossible street parking situation, and Rep Dando
said she would look into some striping to restrict parking to one side of the street.
The architect said he would look into parking lots, and a member of the audience
suggested one could be put in along Camden in the vacant area just north of the
intersection, and along Coleman near Meridian.

A resident of the Winery asked if access across one of the pond berms could be
provided to gain access to the trail, but the architect indicated the water company
does not want people in the pond area, that the ponds would be fenced with alow
and unobtrusive fence. The meeting was considered by all to be valuable and the
next will be scheduled for August or September, when the architect should have a
better alignment that overcomes as many of the objections as possible.

Note: Guadalupe Creek Site Plan was not available at the time of printing. Below is the
site plan for the Los Capitancillos Wetlands Project which shows the alignment of the
Creek. The next issue will contain more information on these projects and a more detailed
map. Inthe meantime, you can attend the public hearing on the Los Capitancillos
Wetlands EIR (See Flyer) or visit the following web sites:

www.valleywater.org

wwwci.san_jose.ca.us/prns
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Real

Estate Corner

The Seven Year lItch

By Carmella Graham

Many of our neighbors
have approached mere-
cently asking why there
are so many “For Sale”
signs in this neighbor-
hood? | would just call
this “The Seven Year
Itch”. Asarule, Cali-
fornianstend to bevery
mobile and move every
51to 7 years. There are
avariety of reasons for
these moves, mostly relating to job transfersand
simply “outgrowing” a home.

It continues to be a very interesting real estate
market. Asl frequently say, “every day isanew
day in real estate”. Over the last few months,
we have experienced somevery quick shiftsfrom
a buyer’s market to a seller’'s market. At press
time, | believe we are in a market we have not
seen in quite awhile...neither abuyer’s market,
nor a seller’s market... but just a normal one.

Just what drives these changesin the real estate
market? For the most part, | believeit to be the
inventory of homes available for sale. We seem
to have the same influx of buyersfrom month to

G E L AT V¥V E

Hemorics

HDEFERDENT COMSULTANT

1519 Chaurmont Direee = San Jose, CA 95118
(408) 978-6386, FAX (408) 904-5994
ir@a0l.com

E-Masil: amyscrapi

Homs (Class & Wocksdiops = Plasro-afe Albuns & Sepples

Groep Precatationss « Butnes Oppomaniees

month with an increase in June and July. We
average about 2,200 homes on the multiple list-
ing service in Santa Clara County. When the
number drops below the 2000 home level, a
seller’s market occurs and often times, can re-
sult in multiple offers because of the limited
number of properties available. When the in-
ventory of homes available for sale increases to
over 2500, buyers become much more selective
and areinterested in negotiating thelisting price.
We currently have about 2,400 homes on the
market and although it is not quite a buyer’s
market, it does have a reasonable chance of de-
veloping into one.

Some good news is that the year-to-date sales
arevery strong, setting anew record! Also, home
pricesareabovelast year’slevel for thefirst time
this year. With the planned improvementsto the
park and the groundbreaking and construction
of the new library, our neighborhood continues
to be very desirable.

| would liketo hear fromyou! Becausel will be
publishing this column in each newsletter, | will
gladly take any questions or comments for dis-
cussion and for publication in this column.
Please send your questionsto Carmella Graham,

1498 Bordelais Drive or email to:
cgraham@apr.com.
Art Craft Plumbing & Heating
‘g ?:‘. Lot Bagroy
R
T 5
Phone |408) 377-0245

L UVC FINANCIAL

12280 So. Saratoga-Sunnyvale Road, Suite 206

Saratoga, CA 85070
FHA = VA » CONVENTIONAL LOANS

URIEL VARGAS
Prasidant

Pager (408) 995-1886
E-mail: uvcfinancial @ sarthlink.nat

Office: (408) 342-9040
Fax: {(408) 342-9049

Shaun Spring's Pet Sitting Service

(408) 266-0828

"I'll take care of your pets while
you're away”




Blossom Hill

Library estimated
in Fall 2003

By Nick Wright

The New Blossom Hill Branch Li-
brary is the first library to be con-
structed using City Library Bond
Funds and is based on the Branch
Facility Master Plan approved by
Council in September 2000. Thesite
is located on the south side of Blos-
som Hill Road near Bellagio Drive.

The 24,000 sguare foot Library con-
tains various reading areas, a tech
center, anew Internet café areaand a
community room. Three Add-Alter-
nates provide for the addition of an
exterior trellis, lobby flooringtile, and
the installation of low voltage voice
and data cabling. Construction is
scheduled to begin in June with
completion in the fall of 2003.
$9,601,500. $124,621isbudgeted for
public art at the new branch library.

For Questions
About Library Con-
struction, Call
Library Project

By Nick Wright

Domenic Onorato is the project manager for the library.
He should be the focal point of contact for any library is-
sues or concerns during the ongoing construction like ex-

cessive constric-
tion noise out-
side of legal
hours, dust etc.
He can be
reached at 794-
1407. Domenic
is an Associate
AlA with the
Department of
Public Works,
AE Division &
Branch Library
Development
Team.

Good Size Turnout from the Neighborhood for Groundbreaking
Ceremony - Picture by Nick Wright

completed

Dominic,
Manager

A . R 2T ; -
Mayor Ron Gonzales and Pat Dando Break Ground at
Ceremony on Saturday June 22, With Some Help...
Picture by Nick Wright

Library News

Friends of Blossom Hill Library

By Rena Gooding

Friends of the Blossom Hill Library met
with the Friends of the Almaden Library
on May 21%. Friends of the Library isa
group of supporters that raise funds for
library programs that are not met by the
city’s budget. These specia programs
benefit children as well as adults and
might include: puppets, guest speakers
or other extras the library might need to
serve our community. The Almaden
Library Friends have a used book store
within the library and hold a wonderful
used book sale twice ayear. When the
Blossom Hill Library opensin thefall of
2003, the Almaden Library will be
closed for its new construction. At that
time, the head librarian, Suzanne
Rostanizadel, will be moving to the new
Blossom Hill Library. Sheisvery excited
about the ground breaking and new con-
struction of the library. The ground
breaking was June 22™ at the new library
site on Blossom Hill. The Blossom Hill
Library Friends group is looking for ad-
ditional members and will be meeting in

th September/October to elect officers. We will be working with
€ the Almaden Library Friends group to gain experience before

the Blossom Hill library opens.

If you couldn't make it to the

ground breaking and would like to be contacted for the next
Friends meeting, contact Bev Combs at 448-7819, or email her;
bevbobcombs@aol.com.

Mayor, Councilmember Pat Dando and Mike 7
Kubiniec,- Picture by Nick Wright



By Councilmember Pat
June 2002

District 10 Neighborhood News

Dando

District 10
Patricia Dando

Jo Coffaro

801 First St.

Room 600

San Jose, CA 95110
277-5251

fax: 271-9807

email:
pat.dando@ci.sj.ca.us

If you would like
further informa-
tion on the items
discussed in this
update or to
confirm the
dates, times, &
locations of the
events listed,
please

contact Pat
Dando's office at
(408) 277-5251.

City Budget Benefits Community

On June 19th, the City Council will adopt the
2002-03 budget. This budget contains invest-
ments that will enhance city services and im-
prove our quality of life. Listed below are some
of my budget recommendations that have been
approved. These projects and programs result
from your suggestions and input.

New Community Center

| am pleased to advise you that renovations to
the Almaden Winery Administration Building
in the Blossom Hill/Chambertin neighborhood
are now fully funded. This renovation will con-
vert the facility into a multipurpose community
center complete with classrooms, akitchen, and
a nutrition center. Every member of our com-
munity will benefit from the programs and ser-
vices offered at this center.

Neighborhood Park & Library News

The02-03 Budget callsfor improvementsto sev-
era District 10 parks. In the coming year, Mead-
ows, Parkview I, and Carrabelle will
be renovated. | am happy to report that the new
budget establishesaprogram to extend the hours
at severa libraries throughout San Jose. It is
my goal to see the Almaden Library & future
Blossom Hill Library included in this program.

Making San Jose A Safer Place

Improving our emergency servicesisahigh pri-
ority. My request to expand the training we of -
fer to our fire fighters so they can better respond
to incidents involving hazardous materials,
search & rescue, and airport emergencies has
been approved. Safety at our parks and along
our rails has been one of my priorities. My rec-
ommendation to enhance park ranger patrolshas
been included in next year’s budget. A greater
level of security will help keep our trails & parks
clean, safe, and accessibleto every San Joseresi-
dent. As chair of the Domestic Violence ask
Force, | have been working to develop a com-
prehensive & effective plan to combat abuse.

At my request, the budget calls for a Domestic
Violence specialist to implement anti-abuse pro-
grams, host public education seminars, and help
further the City’s initiatives to end domestic
abuse. Recognizing that it isimportant for emer-
gency medical responders to have fast access to
vital information about young children involved
in auto accidents, the Fire Department will be-
gin distributing special stickers to be placed on
the bottom of a child's car seat. This sticker
contains critical information that will help EMS
personnel provide quality careto childrenin the
event of an auto accident. As the City Council
works to improve the quality of life for every
San Joseresident, wewill continueto face tough
challenges. | believe this budget does an excel-
lent job addressing the needs of our neighbor-
hoods and | look forward to working with you
aswe make San Jose an even better placetolive.

POI ice BIOtter Incident Type No. Incident Type No.
Aggravated Assault 5 Other Misdemeanor 1
by Nick Wright Auto Burglary 2 Petty Theft 4
The following statistics are for the area from Ch_eck Offenses 2 Property Lost L
- . Child Molest 1 Rape 2
Camden to Meridian, Blossom Hill to Coleman ! : .
. . . Credit Card Offenses 2 Residential Burglary 1
during the period from October 2001 to April . . :
i . Disturbing the Peace 5 Simple Assault 17
2002. There were 81 reported incidences with o .
. Driving Under Influencel Stolen License Plates 1
the most responses for simple assault 17, and - .
. . Forgery 1 Suspicious Circs. 4
aggravated assault, mental, traffic accidents and . . .
. ; : Grand Theft 3 Traffic Accident- Inj. 5
vandalism each with 5 calls. The break down is : . ;
Hit and Run 1 Traffic Acc. Non-Injury 5
shown on the left. Thankyou to Lt. Jack Farmer :
. : . Mental 5 Vandalism 5
for his hard work to make this data available for - .
Missing Juvenile 4 Warrant Ser. & Fug. 1
our newsletter. ;
Narcotics 1 Weapons Offenses 1




AWNA Family Favorites Cookbook Excerpt

No Fail Chocolate Souffle

By Clarice Simmons

After our October Halloween party last year, | took people’'s
contributions from the Potluck and Cook-off, augmented it with
additional family favorites recipes from the neighborhood and
created the AWNA Family Favorites Cookbook. Copieswill be
available for sale at the upcoming August 7 AWNA general
meeting for $10. You can aso contact me (Clarice Simmons,
clarice.simmons@amd.com) directly to get your copy.

I will continue to collect recipes and add them to our neighbor-
hood cookbook which will be published annually each fall, af-
ter our annual Halloween party and cook-off.

Here is alittle excerpt from the cookbook:

No-Fail Chocolate Souffle

Ingredients:

5 egg whites (better if room temp.)

3 egg yolks

Y4 cup sugar

4 oz. dark/bittersweet chocolate (best you can find, with the
highest percent cocoa)

% cup heavy whipping cream

1 teaspoon vanilla

First, using soft butter, butter a 1 quart souffle dish, then place
the dish in the freezer. Preheat the oven to 375 F. Mélt the
chocolate over low heat with the cream. Stir in vanillaand add
egg yolks, one at atime, stirring well and set aside. Beat egg
whites until soft peaks form, add sugar, then beat until shiny

and stiff. It works best if

you do this with a hand

(Clarice Simmons)

Clarice Smmons: “ This
was a recipe modified
from Bon Appetite
magazine. Once, |
tripped and spilled the
souffle on the oven door
while trying to put it into
the oven, scooped it back
into the dish and put it in
the oven to bake. Then,
in the middle of it rising,
my husband came home
and opened the oven
door to see what smelled
so good, oops!  After all
that, it still came out
finel Thetips| putin
here aren’t necessary, but
do make the souffle even
better. The original
recipe said to break the
chocolate into small
pieces and melt in a
double boiler, but | never
bother, and it comes out
fine.”

Almaden Winery
Neighborhood

Family Favorites

Cookbook
1% Edition 2002

whisk in a copper bowl if
you have one (makes the
egg whites even fluffier).
Mix about ¥4 of the egg
whites gently into the
chocolate mixture, then
fold the lightened choco-
late mixture into the egg
whites. Take the souffle
dish out of the freezer and
butter again (there should
be a lot of butter on the
sidesof thedish especially
so that there is no friction
against the batter rising).
Pour the batter into the
dish and smooth out the
top. Now, run your thumb
around the outer edge of
the dish (this makes the
little “hat” that looks so
nice when it rises). Bake
for approximately 15 min-
utes until set —it will rise
high abovethe sidesof the
dish, so make sure that
there is room above it.
Serve immediately.




AWNA NEWS

Park Committee Update

By Clarice Simmons

The San Jose City Council approved the Phase ||
plan May 14 and construction will begin 4-6
weeks later (probably end of June time frame).
Nancy has been in touch with the Todd Capurso,
from th city to insure that the construction plans
do not interfere with our big June 29 Picnic.

Meeting Coordinator
Needed

By Mike Kubiniec

We are in need of someone to assist in coordi-
nating the delivery of food and beveragesfor the
AWNA meetings. The meetings occur about 5
times per year, and the schedule for the remain-
der of thisyear is posted in the Community Cal-
endar section of the newsletter. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for August 7th. The responsi-
bility requires only a small amount of time and
effort, and there are no out of pocket expenses.
This service is vitally important to those neigh-
borsthat get homefrom work late and don’t have
the opportunity to eat dinner at home. So, hav-
ing food available at the meetingsis a nice con-
venience.

If interested in volunteering, contact Michael
Kubiniec, 445-2644, mtkubiniec@cs.com.

Web Site Update

By Clarice Simmons

Nick Wright has been leading the effort to revamp
the awna.org and develop a new format and team
approach to creating and maintaining the site
content. He has created a set of standard templates
and organization to make it easier for the web
team to divide up the site and start adding
content. Look for much of the major content for
the new site to be up by the August 7 AWNA
general meeting. If you would like to help out
with our website, please contact Nick Wright
(nick@wright.org).

Thank You For
AWNA

Supporting

A very big thank you to the following for their
monetary contribution to the AWNA: Ushra Rao,
Mauricette Mousse, Celeste Welch, Uriel
Vargas and Shawn Spring. Asyou know, the
AWNA is an al-volunteer community organiza-
tion that subsists only on contribution made by
you. For example, these funds pay for the cost of
printing this newsletter. If you would like to make
a contribution — none is too small! — complete the
donation form found on Page 11 of the newsletter.
Thank youl!

For More informa-

tion on these
topics see:

Picnic in the Park,

Flyer - Attached

Mail Box Security
Pages 1-2

June 1 Meeting Highlights Cont. From Back Page

By Mike Kubiniec

Web Site Update — www.awna.org
Nick Wright:

A new site template has been developed which
contains a modular approach with owners of
particular sections. Implementation is in
progress.

Upcoming Picnic in the Park:
Scheduled for Saturday, June 29, 2002 — 11:00
AM — 4:00 PM. Decided on pot luck format.
Committee formed: Nancy Sakal, Erin Barclay,
Michelle Wolf and James Graham.

Donation From the AWNA to the
Blossom Hill Library

Seeking volunteers to head up a committee to
develop ideas for identifying an appropriate gift
item.

Mail Theft and Vandalism

Nancy Sakal reported that a check stolen from
her mailbox 2 years ago was recently found in
the possession of someone who was trying to
illegally withdraw funds from her checking
account. Our neighborhood continues to be
plagued by incidents of mail theft. The AWNA
has contacted the post office and has requested
theinstallation of acollection box in the neigh-
borhood and progressisbeing made. All neigh-
bors are highly encouraged not to place outgo-
ing mail intheir mailbox —especially overnight.
Even if you do put outgoing mail in your mail-
box, you do not need to put up theflag. Finaly,
everyone is encourage to pick up their daily
mail as soon as practicable after delivery.
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. Your Neighbors could be your

|
) o best customers!

AINTING
\EGDHHEMDED Place your Ad here.
W U psind aamaglliong Wead stamdds 42l
Depce (00%) G005, 253 Contact Mike Kubiniec

Laesy Exv Fa (909 LeS-29H at 445-2644.
(A Lwewse 657551 B PemTRED S S THING 8T

Carmells Grahom
Realnor

R i s “ The HONEY-DO MAN *“

"'I"""I:‘\' lll:\ [1"I Lars Cianare, 4, U300
[ hkaiTaols |
Office 408 158 1111 Need something repaired or replaced,

Drirecs S0 154 1 398 Fan Sa)
Fapre 408330 E|22

Fan 4083596387 In your heme or business?

:_; il 00 g i cumn

P s s call Rusty: (408) 264-3344

Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association Needs Your Support!

Asyou know, the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association does not collect any dues and has no mandatory fees. All community-
wide activities and this newsletter are funded exclusively through your individual contributions. This newsletter would not be
possible unless we received donations. Won't you consider making a donation? $5, $10, $20 or whatever you chose is fine. Please
make your check out to the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association, and complete the following:

Yes! | would like to make a donation!
(Please fill in the requested information so you can be added to the AWNA Directory. All information will be held in the strictest
confidentiality and will not be used for commercial purposes.)

Name:

Address:

Telephone: H: W

Email Address:

Amount: $5 _ $10 $20 Other

Mail or deliver to:

Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
c/o Michael Kubiniec

5666 Brionne Drive

San Jose, CA 95118-3914

Thank you very much for your generosity! 11



June, 1 2002 AWNA Meeting Highlights

By Mike Kubiniec

Guests:
Jo Coffaro, Assistant to Pat Dando; Gary
Wannaka, Santa Clara Valley Water District

City of San Jose Issues

Post Meeting update: Li-
brary Scheduled to be
completd in Fall of 2003.
See Pictures from
Goundbreaking on Page 5.

Jo Coffaro —Assistant to Pat Dando,
Council Member District 10:

Park Sign:

The City is planning to standardize
the signs they install in parks. A
drawing of the proposed park sign

was recently sent around on the
AWNA email distribution. The sign
is large: 7 feet
wide, 3 feet high

Picture by Nick Wright of
Park Sign style proposed
for Almaden Winery Park

Newsletter Articles
may be submitted
by Aug. 12, 2002 to
Dede Smullen at
dede_smullen@yahoo.com
or 1531 Chaumont
Drive. Every effort
will be made to
include all print
ready articles in the
next issue.

and 8 inches
thick — all made
of concrete. It has
received gener-
ally poor reviews.
Apparently, this
design is not fi-
nalized. Pat
Dando does not
prefer this de-
sign, rather
something sim-
pler and made of
wood. Note: the
Jeffrey Fontana
Park (formerly Golden Oaks Park) has this new
concretesign. Itislocated on Almaden Express-
way between Blossom Hill Road and Coleman
Avenue. Take alook for yourself and decide if
you want this style of sign in our park!

The City plans to install a sign for our park in
the vicinity of the corner of Chambertin and
Treviso, so that it is visible when you drive into
the neighborhood. Installation of the sign has
not yet been determined. By the way, the name
of our park is the “Almaden Winery Park”.

Chip Seal vs. Slurry Seal:

The issue was discussed as the matter was soon
to come before City Council to vote on chang-
ing the City policy to use slurry seal on residen-
tial streets. Pat Dando supports slurry seal.

Asweall know, our neighborhood had chip seal
put down on our streets afew years back, and it
is pretty much unanimous that the product and
application were inferior. Through email, the
neighborhood was asked to write the council
members and mayor’s office to support the

changein policy intheuseof slurry seal. Thanks
to al those that did write. Unfortunately, the
City Council voted down the policy change re-
quest and the city will continue to use chip seal.

Blight Issue:

Landscaping issue passed — meaning 100% of
the visible from area and side lot on a corner
must be landscaped. The RV/boat/trailer stor-
age issue was deferred to another city council
meeting. The proposed ordinance would require
these items to be stored off site or in abuildable
area of your yard.

Blossom Hill Branch Library:
Groundbreaking ceremony scheduled for Satur-
day, June 22, 2002, at 10:30 AM, at the library
site. Scheduled to be completed — December
2003.

Santa Clara County Water District
Gary Wannaka, Santa Clara Valley Water Dis-

trict:

Guadalupe Creek restoration project — the area
located between the Tresor homes and Coleman
Avenue, and between Meridian and Camden
Avenues. The project has been completed and
includes the following: rerouted the creek, new
plantings, new edge bank maintenance, and fish
habitat introduction — trying to encourage Chi-
nook salmon and steelhead trout.

L os Capitancillos Wetlands Project — proposed
pond along with gravel pathways and aviewing
platform in the area just south of the Vintage
homes. The wetlands will be designed for lim-
ited public access — primarily for viewing pur-
poses. Visitors will be allowed entrance to the
wetlands through gated access points. However,
there will not be an access point from our com-
munity. Public facilities, such asparking and rest
rooms, will not be available. Other factors be-
ing considered in this project are: safety, prop-
erty value study for homes in the genera vicin-
ity and mosqguito-control measures. For more
information, call 265-2607, ext. 2644, or visit
the web site: www.valleywater.org.

Minutes of June 1,
2002 Meeting

continued on
Page 10
12



