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Please Join Us
(and bring a neighbor)...

AWNA Meeting
Thursday, October 6

Almaden Winery Community Center
Pizza Social at 6:45 pm   Meeting Begins at 7:00 pm

Don't miss this opportunity to meet your neighbors
and discuss issues pertaining to your neighborhood

Location: Almaden Winery
      Park, Lower Level

 Attire:    Costumes

Volunteers are needed!
If you would like to help,

contact Kim Paoli at
dkpaoli@comcast.net

Save the Date!
AWNA Halloween Party
Saturday, October 29th

Events:
10:00 am - Crafts, games & prizes for all ages
11:15 am - Costume parade and contest followed by

snacks & drinks
11:45 am - Winners announced
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Do you have an

item of interest?

Share your

thoughts in the

next newsletter.

Submit your

articles to

Jim Graham

jgraham269@

earthlink.net

by

Nov. 15, 2005

A Beautiful Day for a Picnic!
by Jim Graham

Almaden Winery neighbors gathered once again to
celebrate the conclusion of a great summer on
Saturday, August 27 with our 4th annual picnic and
potluck.  The day began very early for many of the
residents of Vintage, Vineland and Tresor who
volunteered  to set up the tables and chairs, cool
down the beverages, fill the swimming pool with ice
for our neighborhood potluck items. Continuing a
new tradition begun last year, a gigantic inflatable
water slide was erected to keep all the kids cool
while a Batman jumphouse was installed to provide
some dry entertainment for the children.

Shortly after 11:30, neighbors began to arrive
bearing food items to share and patio umbrellas to
provide much needed shade.  District 10
councilmember, Nancy Pyle and a number of her
staff members arrived and brought with them a
perfect item to share with the party....bottled
water!  Additionally, Nancy distributed some
"must have" phone numbers printed on a
convenient magnet.
The remainder of the day was spent sampling the
delicious salads, side dishes and dessert items
prepared by many of our talented neighbors,
relaxing and meeting new friends and enjoying the

perfect, picnic weather.  A large thank you to the many volunteers who assisted with the set up
and clean up of the event, donated the use of their patio umbrellas and grills and assisted with the
supervision of the water activities.  Without your help, it would be dificult to have a successful
neighborhood picnic.

Kids...If you had a great time at the picnic, just wait for the Halloween Party!
Save the Date....Saturday, October 29, 10 am until 12 noon

Almaden Park, Lower Section

Editor's Comment
Please come to a

complete stop at the
intersection of
Chambertin &

Treviso!   Children
    may be crossing!

The Editor
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Neighborhood Bits & Bytes...
Email Updates!

Join The AWNA email distribution list to receive the most up to date information on
neighborhood issues. Currently,  it costs about $700 per year to print and distribute hard copy
newsletters containing neighborhood information to 368 homes in Tresor, Vintage and Vineland.
Your generous monetary contributions make this possible.  However, the cost and effort associated
with hand delivered notices, limit our ability to keep in touch and mobilize the neighborhood
regarding issues that really hit home such as the library and park development, neighborhood
crime and traffic, and neighborhood events.  Thus, we are attempting to establish a more compre-
hensive home email address list so we can distribute information for free via the Internet.

It is important to be aware that this list is for neighborhood use only and all emails will be
used for neighborhood business only. Your contact information will remain confidential, your
privacy will be respected. Currently, there are 175 addresses on the AWNA email distribution -
only about 40% of the entire community. If you would like to be added to this email list, or need to
send corrections, please email Michael Kubiniec at mtkubiniec@cs.com. If you are not receiving
periodic emails, then you are not on the list.

One day, perhaps, we will be able to go completely paperless in the publication of our
regular newsletter. But this requires your email address. In the meantime, the newsletters will
continue to be distributed hardcopy. Past and current issues of the newsletter are also available on
the AWNA web site at: www.awna.org.

AWNA Email List Group - Another Option
The AWNA Group Email List already exists  and has been around for several years.  Discussions
on this forum have ranged from information regarding high speed Internet access in our neighbor-
hood to requests for recommendations on gardeners, housekeeping, baby sitting, etc.  This e-mail
based forum is an excellent medium to make your voice heard, find out what is happening in the
neighborhood, post questions on neighborhood issues, etc.
The AWNA Group Email List is hosted by Yahoo Groups, a free service provided by Yahoo and
started by two of your neighbors.  The only requirement to join the list is an email address.  The
email address does not need to be a Yahoo address and you do not have to register with Yahoo.
You can also be sure that your e-mail address will not be used outside the list and you  will not
receive any junk e-mail as a result of joining the list.   The only messages you will receive are
from other neighbors in our community who are members of the list.  The volume of messages on
the list is relatively low and they always pertain to our community.
There are 3 subscription methods:
1) Individual E-mails - you get every e-mail posted to the list delivered to your e-mail address.
2) Digest Mode - you get a single e-mail per day containing all messages sent to the list on that
day.
3) Web Only - you get no e-mails but you can browse the list messages, and post your own, at
anytime by visiting the list’s Web address at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/awna.  (This method
requires a Yahoo ID, which takes about 2 minutes to obtain).
When people send their request to subscribe to the list, they can specify which subscription
method they prefer.  Also, each subscriber has the ability to change the subscription options at any
time via the Web address given above.
The current AWNA list includes about 35 member families from our community and will become
a lot more useful and informative as more people join.  It will also allow for the open discussion of
neighborhood issues such as future enhancements to the park.
The easiest way to join the AWNA list is to send a message to crimola@comcast.net requesting to
be added to the list. You can also go directly to the list’s web address but this requires that you
register with Yahoo.  If you wish to join this way, go to this URL: http://www.egroups.com/group/
awna
If you have any questions on the AWNA E-mail List, please e-mail us.   Thanks!
Carlos Rimola - crimola@comcast.net  or  Christine Hsu - christine@hsutopia.com
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If you have a question for
Carmella's Real Estate Corner

please call Carmella at
(408) 357-8717

or  send an email to
 cgraham@apr.com

Carmella's Real Estate Corner
By Carmella Graham, Neighbor & Realtor

Are You Prepared?
I didn't receive a question for this issue of the newsletter so I thought it
might be an excellent time to cover a couple of items very relevant to
our homes and personal safety in light of the recent occurrences in
New Orleans and Texas with Katrina and Rita...How to be prepared for
an earthquake and the resulting problems we might encounter.  This
information was found on an excellent website; www.72hours.org  I
would not only encourage you to review this website but start building
your Emergency Kit immediately.  This kit should be stored in a water
tight shed or cabinet OUTSIDE your home. should there be a structural
problem with your home that might prevent you from reentering and
retrieving your kit!
Build a Kit....After a major disaster the usual services we take for granted, such as running
water, refrigeration, and telephones, may be unavailable. Experts recommend that you should be
prepared to be self-sufficient for at least three days. Your basic emergency kit should include:
*  Water – one gallon per person per day
*  Food – ready to eat or requiring minimal water
*  Manual can opener
*  First Aid kit & instructions
*  Essential medications
*  Flashlight
*  Radio – battery operated and batteries
*  Cash in small denominations
*  A copy of important documents & phone numbers
*  Unscented liquid household bleach for water purification
*  Personal hygiene items including toilet paper, feminine supplies, an  soap
*  Sturdy shoes & Heavy gloves
*  Warm clothes, a hat and rain gear
*  A local map
*  Extra prescription eye glasses, hearing aid or other vital personal items
*  Plastic sheeting, duct tape and utility knife for covering broken windows
*  Blanket or sleeping bag
*  Extra keys to your house and vehicle
*  Large plastic bags for waste and sanitation
*  Any special-need items for children and seniors or people with disabili-
ties. Don’t forget water and supplies for your pets.
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Park Committee
Members:

Joe Cassetta
cassetta@us.ibm.com

Mike Kubiniec
MTKubiniec@cs.com

Bryan Shisler
sidewaysrt10@hotmail.com

Shelley Shisler

Nick Wright
nick@wright.org

Almaden Winery Neighborhood Park News...

With the recent move

of Amy Paschal and
Nancy Sakal, we have

two openingings on the
Park Committee.

Please contact Mike
Kubiniec if you are

interested in serving
on this committee.

The Park Committee
meets quarterly at a

members' house and
discusses various

plans for park
improvement

Reserving The Park For Your Family Party
You don’t need a permit to reserve picnic areas in our park. They are available on a first come
first served basis. Here is the web site where you can find out information on city parks - http://
www.sanjoseca.gov/prns/. Also on this website is information regarding jump houses. You do
need a permit for a jump house in City parks. The web site contains the permit and application
form and jump house guidelines. Only approved vendors can be used. You can contact the City
for a list of approved vendors.

You can also reserve the use of the Community Center building. Information regarding this is
located on the AWNA web site at: http://www.awna.org/news_archive.htm. See the entry dated
1/16/05.

Dumpster Day - A Success!
by Mike Kubiniec

Our first sponsored Dumpster Day on August 20th was pretty successful from the standpoint of
having enough “customers” to cover the cost of the dumpster. In fact, we had 23 total customers
and cleared $110 to help fund AWNA operations such as publishing our newsletter.
Some folks who did not arrive early on in the day were surprised to find the dumpster full and
closed up by about 12 noon. We had planned to have the dumpster open from 8 AM to 3 PM.
However, it got filled up sooner. I had no way to predict the level of participation from the
neighborhood. In fact, there were several people who pre-registered and never showed, plus
there were folks that did not pre-register that did.

In the future, perhaps we’ll make for a shorter period of time and/or have folks pay in advance.
We had 2 competing goals here: cover the cost of the dumpster ($400) which required 20 people;
and provide a community service for for neighbors to get rid of stuff.
Thanks for your interest. But it was clearly a first come first served situation. Based on the level
of participation even if we got a second dumpster, we probably would not have come close to
filling it. Therefore, we would have lost money.
Again, there was no real way to predict the level of participation. I wish there was. Even if we
get folks to pay in advance, some bring a little and some bring more. But, in my opinion, no one
filled up more than their fair share.
Thanks for those that participated. I am sure we’ll do this again - perhaps twice a year. If you’d
like to coordinate this, let me know (tel: 445-2644; email: mtkubiniec@cs.com). It was very
easy! If you have any suggestions for improving the way this was planned and/or executed,
please let me know. Rumor is that the City is planning to do this for our neighborhood in 2006,
but don’t know exactly when. Details will be provided when known.
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Almaden Winery Nieghborhood Directory
Support your neighbors as they support the neighborhood!

Kid's  Corner
Listings are

available to the
neighborhood

youth looking for a
job at no charge!
Listings must be

submitted by  the
15th of each month

to jgraham269
@earthlink.net

* Integral DNA Facial* Lymphatic Drainage Treatment
* Pre & Post Cosmetic surgery Treatment*

Iontosonic Treatment* Acne Treatment
Mandy Komeili,   Licensed Aesthetician P.M.E./Educator

 408.264.7546                         www.Ruzhin.net

Kid's
Corner
Babysitter &

Pet Sitter
 Available:

Ashley Kubiniec
is a very

dependable
12 year old

and enjoys being
around kids and

pets.
She is available
to babysit your
children on the
weekends and
some weekday

afternoons.  Ashley
is also available to
pet sit while you

are away.
Dependable and

caring.
Lives in the

 Almaden Winery.
If interested,

call Ashley at
445-2644.
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The Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
Needs Your Support!

As you know, the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association does not collect any dues
and has no mandatory fees. All community-wide activities and this newsletter are funded
exclusively through your  individual contributions. This newsletter would not be pos-
sible unless we received donations. Won’t you consider making a donation? $5, $10,
$20 or whatever you chose is fine. Please make your check out to the Almaden Winery
Neighborhood Association, and complete the following:

  Yes! I would like to make a donation!
(Please fill in the requested information so you can be added to the AWNA Directory.
All information will be held in the strictest confidentiality and will not be used
for commercial purposes.)

Name:  ________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
Telephone: H:  _______________________ W:  ________________________
Email Address:___________________________________________
Amount: $10 _____     $20  _____     $50  _____     Other  _____

Mail or deliver to:Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
c/o Michael Kubiniec, 5666 Brionne Drive, San Jose, CA 95118-3914

Thank you very much for your generosity!

AWNA
 Meeting Dates-

Final Meeting of
2005

Thursday
December 1

All meetings will
be held at the

Almaden Winery
Community Center

and
will begin at
6:45 with the
 Pizza Social

and conclude at
approximately

8:30

Check Out The AWNA Web Site!
Our site webmaster and Tresor resident, Paris Dieker, puts in countless hours maintain-

ing the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association’s web site: www.awna.org. If you have not
been there in a while, it’s time to pay a visit! Paris keeps the site updated with current commu-
nity events as well as other local and city-wide items of interest.  Thank you very much Paris for
all your efforts!!! He would love to receive your feedback and suggestions for any future con-
tent. Paris can be reached at: webmaster@awna.org.

Holiday Decorations..tis almost the season!

Tim & Valery Orsley have, once again, taken on the project of ordering the lawn Christmas
trees for Vintage, Vineland and Tresor.  This year, the Orsley's will also be coordinating the
decorating of the Christmas tree located in the Almaden Winery Park (Chambertin Side).
Please look for your Christmas Tree order form on your front door in the next few weeks.
Volunteers will also be needed to help distribute and install the Christmas trees on Thanks-
giving weekend.

For our new neighbors, over the last 9-10 years, the residents of Vintage and Vineland have
been decorating Christmas trees on their front lawns (a la Willow Glen).  It's a beautiful
tradition that creates a festive and warm ambiance in our neighborhood.

Cathy & Joe Cassetta will also be heading the award committee for the best decorated homes
in our development.  Once again, cash prizes will be given to the first, second and third place
winners (to help with the PG & E bills!).  Judging will take place the evening of December
18 so make sure to have your decorations up and LIGHTS TURNED ON!
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Advertise Your Business In The AWNA Newsletter
The following are specific guidelines for advertising in the AWNA newsletter:
* Business owners must actually be a homeowner within our community - i.e. live in Vintage,
Tresor or Vineland.
* Business cards will be scanned and an image file will be created. This file will be included in
the newsletter in the Classified Ads section. The size of the ad will approximate that of a normal
business card.
* The AWNA, nor its officers, will not specifically endorse any business (product or service) that
chooses to advertise in the newsletter.
* The cost of the business card ad is currently set at $100, and will run for a duration of one year.
Therefore, the ad will appear in approximately 5-6 newsletters during this period. The cost is
subject to change, and the community will be notified in advance.
* Personal ads can also be placed in the newsletter for a charge of $10 per ad. These ads are
more of an informal nature such as selling personal items (i.e. a vehicle, children’s clothes, etc).
If you would like to advertise in the AWNA newsletter, contact: Michael Kubiniec -
mtkubiniec@cs.com. It is preferred that you scan in your business card and email the image file.
However, if you don’t have access to a scanner, then send the business card, with your check
made out to the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association to: 5666 Brionne Drive, San Jose,
CA 95118.

Youth Lot Planting Day –  Saturday October 15th
6:30am -10:30am (or earlier if we get lots of help)

Show how much you appreciate the new youth lot – meet your neighbors – make some new
friends – or just come for the coffee and pastries!
No experience or specific skills needed!  If you can help please contact Dede Smullen at
448-4084 or email to wineryyouthlot@sbcglobal.net  Better yet – convince your neighbor to
call me too. There is something to do at every level of commitment and skill.

Available Tasks Include:
1.  Attend Planning Meeting sometime next week
2.  Finalize Planting Plan based on City Plan (I am seeking Park Committee and AW Gardeners
input on this)
3.  Purchase and delivery of plants
4.  Coordinate/procure equipment for planting day
5.  Coordinate Refreshments for Planting day
6.  Coordinate Area 1 Planting (Refurbish Treviso Planting Strip) (Five People)
7.  Coordinate Area 2 Planting (Planting Area North of granite pavers) (Five People)
8.  Coordinate Area 3 Planting (Area South of granite pavers) (Five People)
9.  Adopt Planting Areas for weekly follow-up and supplemental watering until rainy season.

As you may know, the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association received a grant to help
complete the Youth Lot.  The terms of our grant required neighborhood participation in a
planting day to help finish the park.   Our commitment is to provide 25 volunteers from the
neighborhood to complete this task.  As of today (9/26/05) we have four volunteers.  The more
people we get the more fun it will be and we can finish a lot earlier.

Evening Mom's Group
Neighborhood moms with children up to kindergarten age meet every other Thursday evening
from 5:30 to 7:00 pm both in homes and at the Almaden Winery Park.  For more information,
please contact Ana Paulina at 408-448-2515 or (650) 492-0946

Vineland
Library Hours

M-W

11-8 p.m.

TH-SA

10-6 p.m.

SUNDAY

Closed


