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Please Join Us
(and bring a neighbor)...

AWNA Meeting
Wednesday, August 3

Almaden Winery Community Center
Pizza Social at 6:45 pm   Meeting Begins at 7:00 pm

Don't miss this opportunity to meet your neighbors
and discuss issues pertaining to your neighborhood

Youth Lot Officially Opens!
By Dede Smullen

The official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the
New Youth Lot was held on Saturday May 14th in the
upper park of Almaden Winery Park.  In attendance
were City of San Jose and Los Madres representatives
and many neighborhood folks.  Joe Cassetta, Amy
Paschal, Dede Smullen and a representative from Los
Madres spoke. We also heard from some of our youth
on what the park means to them. Thank you to our
special presenters Sky and Logan Soss, Eliot Smullen,
and Angela and Amanda Cutler. 

The ceremony was followed by a fantastic neighborhood potluck picnic and lots of fun
on the new play ground equipment. Thank you to the following neighbors who helped plan and
put on the picnic: Briana Soss, Joe Cassetta, Amy and Mike Pascal, Karen Van Dyke, Dede
Smullen, Terry Van Fossen, Mike Triska, Connie and Quinn Mai, Brian and Sandy McDonald,
Dave Fabrick, Kristen Huget, Carolyn Cooper, Lisa and Pete Cutler, Tricia and David Cooper,
Connie Bustillo, Brad Bissell and everyone else who stayed behind to help clean up.

A special thank you to Brian Clampett from the City of San Jose for planning the
ribbon cutting and James from Memorial Impressions for the timely and professional job on
the founders plaque and granite pavers.  Pavers are still available for sale but will only be
engraved in groups of 10.  Contact Dede Smullen (448-4084) if you are interested and we will
put you on a list for the next batch.  (We will not collect funds until we have 10 orders).

We still need volunteers to help with the neighborhood planting day (date TBD) to
meet our obligation for the City CAP Grant which helped to pay for the founders plaque and
granite pavers.  Please contact Dede Smullen if you can help (448-4084). It will be a really fun
way to get to know your neighbors better.
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Do you have an

item of interest?

Share your

thoughts in the

next newsletter.

Submit your

articles to

Jim Graham

jgraham269@

earthlink.net

by

Sept.15, 2005

Vintage Home Owners:    How are your Window Clips?
By  Joe Cassetta

For those of us living in the Vintage tract of our neighborhood, there is one com-
mon issue we must all deal with – broken window clips!  I’m not talking about the center
mounted window lock that secures the window from sliding up and down, but the win-
dow clips that secure the lower window sash from swinging inward and allows you to
unlock them from their track and swing the window in so you can clean the outside of the
glass.  There are two of these clips; one on either side of the window.

I just took a quick inventory of my windows and found that 7 of them have either
one or both window clips broken.  I know that quite a few of our neighbors have many
more broken than that.  Broken window clips can be a safety issue as a large gust of wind
could blow the window in and potentially damage furniture or people near that window (I
know this has happened to at least one family).  It is also a security issue since these clips
prevent someone from pushing the window in and breaking into your home.

Up until recently, these broken clips weren’t much of a problem to get replaced.
We could contact the window manufacturer and order new ones.  Well, the window manu-
facturer has recently gone out of business and our source of replacement window clips
is gone.

The AWNA is in the process of sizing the costs of having replacement clips made.
The cost will be highly dependent upon how many of these parts we buy.  In an attempt to
understand how many we should build, we are asking that you complete the form below;
indicating how many of these clips you may be interested in (left and right sides are not
the same part).  This is not a commitment on your part but only information gathering to
help us.  To give you an idea of possible costs (please remember we are still in the infor-
mation-gathering phase), we believe that the cost per clip (two clips per window) should
be under $10.  This is a terrific price when we consider that these clips will probably be
made of metal, powder coated, and would not degrade like the current plastic pieces do
today.  The cost could be less if there is a large demand for these clips.  So, the more we
order the less we pay!

Please fill in the information below and drop it off at 5663 Chambertin Drive
(corner house at the four-way stop – across from the mail box).   A container will be at the
fron t door to drop yo ur fo rm into.  Or you can send an e-mail to
joe_cassetta@tabardtheatre.org indicating quantity of left and right clips you are inter-
ested in.  If you are not comfortable giving us your name at this time, please do indicate
how many clips you might be interested in getting when we complete this project.

If you have any questions please e-mail Joe Cassetta (address above) or call me at
979-0531.

Name ___________________________________ Phone # ________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________

e-mail Address _______________________________________________________

Number of left side clips interested in _____________________________

Number of right side clips interested in _____________________________

Vintage Homeowners Only
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Neighborhood Bits & Bytes...
Mail theft is still a problem in our Neighborhood!

It just happened that S.J. Police found mail on the sideway of Dent Street that belongs to a
neighbor in the Tresor community. The envelopes were ripped open and in some cases there was
only the envelope left and the contents were gone.

Tresor Residents...Just a quick reminder to always lock your mailbox. Make it a habit to
lock it after you picked up your mail.  I have seen some mailboxes that are never locked. You can
see this very easily by the position of the key slot. I’m sure the thieves know this also.

Vintage and Vineland Residents are again reminded to pick up their mail nightly!  Outgo-
ing mail should be taken to the mailbox at the corner of Chambertin and Treviso and should not be
left in the residential mailbox with the flag up.

Be vigilant and report suspicious activities by strangers around our mailboxes immediately
to the Police by calling 911.  Remember that identity theft is one of the fastest growing crimes in
the United States!

Are You On The List?
Currently it costs about $700 per year to print and distribute hard copy newsletters

containing neighborhood information to 368 homes in Tresor, Vintage and Vineland. Your
generous monetary contributions make this possible.  However, the cost and effort associated
with hand delivered notices, limit our ability to keep in touch and mobilize the neighborhood
regarding issues that really hit home such as the library and park development, neighborhood
crime and traffic, and neighborhood events.  Thus, we are attempting to establish a more com-
prehensive home email address list so we can distribute information for free via the Internet.

It is important to be aware that this list is for neighborhood use only and all emails will
be used for neighborhood business only. Your contact information will remain confidential. No
one likes to receive unsolicited email, and your privacy will be respected. Currently, there are
about 145 addresses on the AWNA email distribution - only about 40% of the entire community.
If you would like to be added to this email list, or need to send corrections, please email Michael
Kubiniec at mtkubiniec@cs.com. If you are not receiving periodic emails, then you are not on
the list.

One day, perhaps, we will be able to go completely paperless in the publication of our
regular newsletter. But this requires your email address. In the meantime, the newsletters will
continue to be distributed hardcopy. They are also available on the AWNA web site at:
www.awna.org.

It's Time For Another Neighborhood Watch
It has been several years since we had the City present to us on Neighborhood Watch - a

program whose goal is to promote safety awareness in our communities. With ongoing turnover
in our neighborhood, it is time to do this again and to provide newer homeowners the awareness
training to help keep their homes and our neighborhood safe. If you have participated in the
program before, this provides an excellent opportunity for a refresher. Although we live in a
relatively safe neighborhood in the safest part of the city, our community, with its relative
affluence, can attract the potential for crime. In years past, we have experienced vandalism, mail
theft, car break ins, identity theft and one or two home break ins. To keep our neighborhood and
park safe, it requires the ongoing involvement and safety awareness of all 368 homeowners. The
AWNA is seeking an individual to help coordinate this activity with the City and set up the
community meeting. The time commitment is small but the rewards are great in providing this
valuable service for our neighborhood. If you are interested in coordinating this, contact Michael
Kubiniec, (408) 445-2644; mtkubiniec@cs.com.
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If you have a question for
Carmella's Real Estate Corner

please call Carmella at
(408) 357-8717

or  send an email to
 cgraham@apr.com

Carmella's Real Estate Corner
By Carmella Graham, Neighbor & Realtor

I received the following question for this issue of the newsletter.

I am a new resident of the neighborhood and would like a brief over-
view on the three tracts which make up the Old Almaden Winery.

As you mentioned, there are three tracts of homes making up
our neighborhood.  The first to be constructed was Vineland with
homes on Bellagio, Ravenna and Bergamo Courts and a number of
homes on Treviso Avenue.  These homes offer square footage from
1745 to 2719 and have been constructed using the Zero lot line method
(your neighbors home is built right up to your property line).  Vineland
homes were built by Hayman Homes, a company that generally built
further up the pennisula in Palo Alto and San Mateo.  There were 6
models constructed beginning in 1991 to 1995.

New Cities Development, now located in Monterey, built both the single family homes
in Vintage and the court homes in Tresor.  Vintage was the first tract to be constructed beginning
in 1994 and offered 5 models with square footage from 1574 to 2600.  With some exceptions, the
lot sizes average about 5200 square feet.  Eight homes in this development (on Chambertin)
feature the large, bi-level back yards offering pond and mountain views while almost all the
homes on the south side of Bergerac Drive feature pond and mountain views.

The Tresor development offers four distinct models ranging in square footage from 1573
to 2020 and began construction in late 1994.  These homes are single family units built around a
central court, using zero lot lines and are constructed on lots averaging  3050 square feet.  There
are home owners dues in this development to cover the cost of the front yard landscaping, the
two private streets (Le Franc and Le Fevre), private courts and the landscaping on Chambertin
Drive coming into the development.  There are quite a number of Tresor
homes on Chambertin offering exceptional views of the ponds and moun-
tains.

Our neighborhood offers some exceptional ammenties which makes
it so desireable to buyers.  It has the feeling of a semi-gated community
with only two entrances.  The feature of backing up to the perculation ponds
(water district controlled) is often mentioned as a positive since it is gener-
ally only the residents and their guests who are driving the streets.  Most
importantly, we have a beautiful park, rose garden and community building
in the center of our development and an excellent library just a short walk-
ing distance away.

I recall a column regarding water intrusion and shower doors but don't
recall the entire response.  Can you repeat it please?

Many of the homes I have sold in Tresor and Vintage have developed water intrusion problems
with their showers necessitating extensive repairs to the floors, ceilings and often time replace-
ment of the shower door enclosures.  I have used Evergreen Termite (408-683-4484) to secure a
report and also complete many of the repairs to these homes.  For roof leaks, I have used a
number of roofing companys and would be happy to pass these names on to you, please give me
a call.  I have also found an individual who has been excellent at finding "mystery" water
intrusions that many companys have been unable to resolve, his name is Keith Weber.  Keith can
be reached at 510-794-6708.  All neighbors should adjust their sprinkler heads so water is not
sprayed directly at the foundations or stucco.  Much of the damage to exterior wood doors and
window framing has been because of the sprinklers.
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Park Committee
Members:

Joe Cassetta
cassetta@us.ibm.com

Mike Kubiniec
MTKubiniec@cs.com

Bryan Shisler
sidewaysrt10@hotmail.com

Shelley Shisler

Nick Wright
nick@wright.org

Almaden Winery Neighborhood Park News...

With the recent move

of Amy Paschal and
Nancy Sakal, we have

two openingings on the
Park Committee.

Please contact Mike
Kubiniec if you are

interested in serving
on this committee.

The Park Committee
meets quarterly at a

members' house and
discusses various

plans for park
improvement

The Vineyard in the Park
by Brian Cabral

The small vineyard of 50 vines in the center of the park is a reminder of the history and
original purpose of this corner of Santa Clara Valley.  Over a decade has passed since the Almaden
Winery moved their headquarters to the San Joaquin Valley. During that period the vines had
not been tended and had fallen into disrepair.

Having been raised on a vineyard and familiar with the grape growing process, I answered
the AWNA’s call for volunteers to care for the vineyard.  The first task was to prune and tie the
vines.  This is a process that happens when the vines are maximally dormant - usually in late
December.  This first pruning was particularly difficult due to lack of care.  Pruning is done so
that the vine can focus its growth to the fruit.  This type of canopy control is a done periodically
throughout the growing season. This way, the vines don’t waste their energy on foliage and the
vintner can manage the amount of light, water, and air reaching the fruit.

Once the vines are pruned they are tied to the stakes and wires.  The purpose of tying the
vines is also part of canopy control and improves access for equipment and workers.  Again, the
process of tying the vines was harder this first time through since the vines had wandered from
their original shape.   Over the next few years with repeated efforts – not unlike shaping a bonsai
tree – the vines can be brought into a reasonable configuration.

Water management is an important aspect of vineyard maintenance.  This means getting
water to the grapes - a process that I just completed.  Because we had a very wet spring I did not
need to rush water out to the vines until early July.  However, in drought years the watering
process can start as early as April.  Irrigation occurs every 4-6 weeks depending on conditions
and should be a deep 24-hour irrigation.  This insures that the roots remain deep in the soil
requiring less water by minimizing evapotransportation.  Mechanical weed control using a good
old fashion hoe and sweat is needed to further reduce water loss and maintain access to the
vines.  During the growing season it is important to continually “sucker” the vines by removing
new growth from the base of the plant.  These “suckers” are so named because the suck off
valuable water and nutrients from the vine before they can reach the fruit.

The grapes will ripen in late August plus or minus a week or two depending on weather.
The grapes are ripe when they reach 22 brix (or 22% fructose level in grape juice by volume).

If you’re interested in the history, have a question about viticulture, or just want help out
drop me a line at brian.cabral@launchnet.com.

Gazebos Repainted
Earlier this year, the AWNA received a $2000 grant from the City of San Jose to make

improvements to the park. Some of this money was earmarked to repaint and preserve the two
white metal gazebos. Neighborhood business owner Larry Ely of Painted Recommended was
contracted to complete the work. Larry not only did a great job repainting the gazebos, but he
made a few repairs and repainted the black railings as well. Additionally, he completed all the
work at a rate below which he normally charges because he understands the value of investment
in our community. Thank you Larry!!
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Almaden Winery Nieghborhood Directory
Support your neighbors as they support the neighborhood!

Kid's  Corner
Listings are

available to the
neighborhood

youth looking for a
job at no charge!
Listings must be

submitted by  the
15th of each month

to jgraham269
@earthlink.net

Kid's
Corner
The AWNA is
looking for
 responsible

individuals to
distribute the

AWNA newsletter to
the neighborhood

bi-monthly.
Please contact

Michael Kubiniec
at 408-445-2644

to discuss
hourly pay rate.

This is an
opportunity

to earn some
"fun money" for

summer.

* Integral DNA Facial* Lymphatic Drainage Treatment
* Pre & Post Cosmetic surgery Treatment*

Iontosonic Treatment* Acne Treatment
Mandy Komeili,   Licensed Aesthetician P.M.E./Educator

 408.264.7546                         www.Ruzhin.net
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The Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
Needs Your Support!

As you know, the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association does not collect any dues
and has no mandatory fees. All community-wide activities and this newsletter are funded
exclusively through your  individual contributions. This newsletter would not be pos-
sible unless we received donations. Won’t you consider making a donation? $5, $10,
$20 or whatever you chose is fine. Please make your check out to the Almaden Winery
Neighborhood Association, and complete the following:

  Yes! I would like to make a donation!
(Please fill in the requested information so you can be added to the AWNA Directory.
All information will be held in the strictest confidentiality and will not be used
for commercial purposes.)

Name:  ________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
Telephone: H:  _______________________ W:  ________________________
Email Address:___________________________________________
Amount: $10 _____     $20  _____     $50  _____     Other  _____

Mail or deliver to:Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
c/o Michael Kubiniec, 5666 Brionne Drive, San Jose, CA 95118-3914

Thank you very much for your generosity!

AWNA
Future Meeting

Dates-

2005
First Thursday of:

October
December

All meetings will
be held at the

Almaden Winery
Community Center

and
will begin at
6:45 with the
 Pizza Social

and conclude at
approximately

8:30

The Friends Group of the Vineland Branch Library, 1450 Blossom Hill
Road, has openings on the Board of Directors for the fiscal year beginning
September 1st, 2005.  If you are interested, please call Rena Gooding,
408-264-8918.  The Friends of the Library hold two book sales a year and
has a meeting before and after each sale.  All proceeds from the book
sales are used to enhance Vineland Library.  Your help would be greatly
appreciated.

New Tresor Representative- Linda Cristol
I would like to introduce myself, I am Linda Cristol.  I have lived in Tresor for two years in
September, and have lived previously in Saratoga and Los Gatos.  While living in Saratoga, I
was part of the board serving the Saratoga Woods Homeowners Association.  I raised two
children who are now 27 and 23, and I am a teacher with the Moreland School District.  I have
been married  37 years (in September), to my husband Mark. 

Check Out The AWNA Web Site!
Our site webmaster and Tresor resident, Paris Dieker, puts in countless hours maintain-

ing the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association’s web site: www.awna.org. If you have not
been there in a while, it’s time to pay a visit! Paris keeps the site updated with current commu-
nity events as well as other local and city-wide items of interest.  Thank you very much Paris for
all your efforts!!! He would love to receive your feedback and suggestions for any future con-
tent. Paris can be reached at: webmaster@awna.org.
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From the Resident Chef

Patrick Clark
recently moved
into the Vintage

Development and
will be contribut-
ing recipes with
Scott Cooper.

If you have a
recipe you would
like to share with
your neighbors,
please contact
Jim Graham at
408-269-3197
or via email to
jgraham269

@earthlink.net
to discuss!

The recipe in this issue of our newsletter is from our new
neighbor, Patrick Clark, who recently moved into our
neighborhood.  Patrick  is the Executive Chef of Sutros
at the historic Cliff House in San Francisco.

Rustichella Organic Spaghetti
Dungeness Crab & Shrimp Meatballs
Heirloom Tomatoes
Serves four

1 lb Spaghetti, Rustichella organic or fresh, cooked, drained and tossed lightly in olive oil.
6 ea heirloom tomatoes, peeled, seeded and diced
2 tsp garlic, minced
4 tbl extra virgin olive oil
1/2 bunch   parsley leaves, chiffonade
1/2 cup  grated parmesan

Dungeness Crab and shrimp meatballs, recipe follows
1/2 lb   Dungeness crab
1 lb   rock shrimp
1/4 bunch   thyme, leaves picked
1/4 bunch   parsley, leaves picked
1/2 cup sourdough bread crumbs
1 ea   orange, zest only
Salt and black pepper to taste

Place the rock shrimp in a food processor and puree until finely chopped.  Pulse in the
crab meat until incorporated.  Chop the herbs fine and place in the food processor with the
remaining ingredients and mix.  Using a 1.5 oz ice cream scoop form the balls leaving one side
flat.  Chill.

Assembly:  In a large sautee pan place half the oil and heat to med.  Place the meatballs
in the pan and cook, moving constantly, until golden brown and firm to the touch.  Remove the
meatballs from the pan and add the remaining oil.  Put the garlic in the pan and cook until
browning begins.  Immediately add tomatoes and any residual juice.  Place the spaghetti in the
pan and toss in the parsley chiffonade and the salt and pepper.  When the pan starts to look dry
place the pasta into four bowls and top each with four meatballs ( three as a base with the fourth
on top).  Sprinkle with parmesan and enjoy

Piano Wanted...
If you have a used piano in good condition that you don't use any

more, and would like to sell it hassle-free, please call Diana 448-1354.

Thank You For Supporting AWNA
A very big thank you to the following for their monetary contributions to the AWNA

over the past several months: Sandy McDonald and Mike Triska.  As you know, the AWNA is
an all-volunteer community organization that subsists only on contribution made by you. For
example, these funds pay for the cost of printing this newsletter. If you would like to make a
contribution - none is too small! - complete the donation form found elsewhere in the newslet-
ter. Thank you!


