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Youth Lot Update
By Dede Smullen

Thanksto the neighborhood support and City saff's hard work theYouth Lat is
proceeding on schedule and will be opening in late March or conservatively in early April. We
will be planning acommunity planting day to fulfill the terms of our CAP grant as soon asthe
contractor has vacated the site. After this we are considering a "Grand Opening/Community
Picnic" to celebrate our hard work as soon as the weather permits.

Color Changeon Play Structure-- Seeking Community I nput

You may have naticed the bright red dide stored on the side of old winery building --
we certanly did Especially snce City Staff had assured us tha per the Community's request,
the play structure would match the neutral tones (green and tan) of the exigting ructure We
raised thisissue with the City in early December but did not get aresponse until late last week,
after the main structure was ingalled. Art Rosales from the City hasinformed us that it would
be cogt prohibitive to removeand replace parts of themain play structure with the correct
colors, however we could replace the large red dides with a more neutral color likegreen or
tan. Thiswould cost between $6500 and $9000, paid for from leftover project funds. Costs
are asociaed primarily with shipping such large structures. (The City was planning to use
these fundsfor other projedsin the park like landscaping and irrigation.) This change could
also add up to 2 months to the project, depending upon when the dides were ordered. Weare
seeking community input onthisissue If youfed strongly that thecolors should be changed
please email me at wineryyouthlot@sbcglobal.net. Pleaser espond with any comments
by January 30th, 2005.

For your information "matching exigting colors of play strudure” was ranked sixth
among design issues by the neighborhood (behind providing shade (1), protecting trees (2),
providing walkways (3), matching Victorian theme (4) and matching architecture of the
neighborhood(5)).

Thank you, as always, for your input.

Please Join Us (and bring a neighbor)...
First AWNA Meeting of 2005*
Thursday, February 3
Almaden Winery Community Center

Pizza Social at 6:45 pm Meeting Begins at 7:00 pm

Meet Digrict Coucil Member Nancy Pyle &
Traci Tokunaga Almaden Community Center Supervisor

(* Please note new meeting day and location)




AWNA Meeting Changes

by Michael Kubiniec President, AWNA Articles Wanted
With the opening of the Almaden Winery Community Center Building, we are now for the next

moving our AWNA General Meeting badk therefrom theVineland Library. Hopefully, beng

closer to everyone in the neighborhood, it will be more convenient for you to attend. | do hope AWNA
you attend our next meeting asitwill bea good one! Lots of changes all around. More on that Newsletter
later (see articleon page 3, Volunteerism and What's Next for AWNA). However, the meeting Sibmit them to
dates have changed that have been previoudy been published. At theVineland Libray, we were :
meeting on the first Tuesday in the months of February, May, August, October and December. Jim Graham
With the switch to the Almaden Winery CC, the meetings will now be on the first Thursday of joraham269@
these same months. Therefore, for 2005, the mesting dates for 2005 are: February 3, May 5, earthlink net
August 4, October 6, and December 1

Again, the medting starts at 7:00 PM and will go to about 8:15 PM. Thereis absolutely by March 11

no requirement for you to stay the whole time. Our "Pizza Social" will continue to Sart at 6:45
PM. So, if you'recoming directly from work, please do cometo the meeting sncewelll have
something for you to eat and drink.

For our February meeting, we'll have in attendance Nancy Pyle, our new Didgtrict 10
Council member! She and her gaff really want to meet members from our neighborhood and to
get to know us. Thisis an excellent opportunity for us as well to find out what is on her mind.
And, welll be able to ask her questions and address any concerns you havewith her. A member
from Nancy's staff will continue to attend our regular AWNA meetings to provide us City and
Didtrict 10 updates and to hear your concems or questions.

Additiondly, Trad Tokunaga, the Almaden Winery Community Center Building Super-
visor will bein atendance. Shewould like to brief us on the upcoming programming for the
building and provide details on how you can rent out facilities for private parties or other ectivi-
ties. Sheisdso veary concerned on theimpact the use of the building will have on our neighbor-
hood; i.e. traffic, parking, noise, etc; especidly on the neighbors on Chambertin who livein
close proximity of the building. In thelast few weeks (and yesterday), there have been large
gatherings and she suspeds many of you have concerns.

So, mark down these new dates on your calendar for the AWNA meetings. Thursday isa
nice day to have these meetings - toward the end of theweek - so | hope you can attend and
bring afriend or neéghbor!

Lighting the way to a New Year!
by Carmella Graham

Braving the elements (just a little mist and some cool, evening temperatures) a group of
hearty volunteer ndghbors walked the Sreets of Vintage, Tresor and Vineland in search of the
best decorated house for the 2004 holiday season . During thiswalk and after much discussion,
a meding of the minds occurred among thevolunteers... with so many excellent decorating jobs,
it was particularly difficult to select just one winner so the awards were expanded to includethe
top three homes in our neighborhoods and the award money was also increased to $100.00 for
first place, $75.00 for second placeand $50.00 for third place. (A littlehelpwiththe PG& E
bill?)

Thevolunteers were hgppy to select 5625 Mireille asthe first placewinner with a
stunning array of circuit popping lights. Second place was awarded to 5705 Chambertin Drive
and in third place was 5643 Mireille. Onceagan, Bordelaiswon for the best block with almost
100% of the homes decorated and ablaze with lights. Mirielle received an honorable mention for
someexcellent participation. Best decorated (but unlit) home was atie between 1505 Tournaine
and 5612 Bellagio Drive. Unfortunaely, neither homes were lit the night of the contest but the
committee felt compdled to mention both sincethey had been so spectacular during the holiday
Sseason.

Special thanks to Valerie and Tim Ordey on Bordelais Drive who, once again, coordi-
nated the Chrisgmas tree order, delivery and ingtallation on the front lawns for the neighborhood.
It helps make our neighborhood avery special placetolive!
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Ne ghborhood Picnic
Help plan our annud
Picnicinthe park
Plesse contact
Jim Graham at
jgraham269
@earthlink.net or
Mike Kubiniec a
mtkubi ni ec@cs.com
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Neighborhood Bits & Bytes...

Volunteerism and What’sNext For AWNA?

If you have been a homeowner in our neighborhood, certainly you know of our
neighborhood association — the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association. Weformed in 1996,
and for dmost 9 years, many people in our community have given of their time and talents to
improve our quality of life We have achieved numerous accomplishments over theyears. Some
examplesinclude: rebuilding the 2 park gazebos, building atot lot, fundraisngforandbuilding (in
progress) a youth lot, planting and mantaining flowers, shrubs and trees in the park, annual
Halloween party for our children, annual community picnicsand completing improvementsin the
upper areaof the park.

All of these things just did not happen by themselves. As mentioned, somefolks can give
their time and participate in committees, or coordinate various activities. Others donate money.
Both are vitally important to sustain the life of our neighborhood association.

With so many accomplishmentsover theyears, | sensethat now isatime of adjustment,a
time when new ideas are needed; a changing of the guard of sorts. So, what's next for AWNA?
What's next for our naghborhood? It's the people on our streetsthat hold the answersto these
guestions. Where doyou see our community movingforward? What do you want to seein the next
5 years?

As peoplemoveinto and out of our neighborhood, so too with the members that make up
AWNA. What | referring to here specifically isthe core group of individuals that “makethings
happen” . Just asany other organization, new people needto stepin asotherslessentheir contribution.

Granted, we all lead chdlenging and demanding professional and personal lives, so it is
tough to find thetime and makethe choiceto take on additional outsde activities. But pausefor a
moment. Areyouableto serveyour community in some capacity, any capacity, evenfor just afew
hours a month? Even if you can just attend the regular AWNA meetingsto provideyour input to
what is going on, tha would be worthwhileinde=d.

The next AWNA meeting is Thursday, February 3, 2005, 7:00 PM at our Community
Center Building. Comeon out! Beapart of keeping our community asgreat asitis. Your ideasand
involvement are needed to sustain the energy of our neighborhood.

It's Time For Another Neighborhood Watch

It has been several years since we had the City present to us
on Neighborhood Watch - a program whose goal isto promote saf ety
awareness in our communities. With the ongoing turnover in our
neighborhood, it istimeto do thisagain and to provide newer
homeowners the awareness training to help keep their homes and our
neighborhood safe. If you have participated in the program before,
this provides an excellent opportunity for a refresher. Although we
liveinarelatively safe neighborhood in the safest part of the dty, our
community, with itsrdative afluence, can attract the potential for
crime. In years pagt, we have experienced vandalism, mail theft, car
break ins, identity theft and one or two home break ins. To keep our
neighborhood and park safe, it requires the ongoing involvement and
safety awvareness of all 368 homeowners. The AWNA is seeking an individual to help coordinate
this activity with the City and set up the community meeting. The time commitment is small but
the rewards aregrest in providing this valuable service for our neighborhood. If you are inter-
egted in coordinating this, contact Michad Kubiniec, (408) 445-2644; mtkubiniec@cs.com.
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Carmdla's Real Estate Corner
By Carmella Graham, Neighbor & Realtor

Thequesgtions for this month are: With the opening of the renovated
Almaden Community Center, whatimpact to you think it will have on
the neighborhood and the property values? | am particularly con-
cerned with the increase in traffic and possible parking issues.

Any project of this size with the calendar of events and activities
offered is bound to have an effect on the neighborhood. 1twill bethe
responsbility of each and every neighbor the make surethis effect isa
positive one. | havenaticed some potential parking challengesfor our
neighbors on Chambertin as well as an increase in the traffic through
the four way stop inthelast few weeks, however, these do not appear
to present any significant problems (no more so that the parking

A

dtuation on Treviso at 6:00 PM). To answer your question, | don't believethe community center
will detract from thedesirability of our neighborhood nor have asignificant impact on our
property values. Keep in mind that we offer a beautiful park with aTot lot and soon to be com-
pleted Youth Lot and are within waking distance to the new Vineland Library, both of which
have redly enhanced the desirahility of the neighborhood. | would encourageall the neighbors

with any concernsto atend the upcoming AWNA meeting at the community center where many /‘f'\
7\

of your concerns can be addressed and your questions answered.

I undergtand there has been a changein the tax law this year regarding rental property

conversionsto principleresdence and the subsequent tax liability.

Previoudy aninvestor could defer capital gain taxes on the sale of a rental property if the

investor reinveds the exchange equity into anothe investment property (
thiswas know as a 1031 Exchange). In the last few yea's, some investors
have been selling and buying rental homes through the 1031 tax deferred
exchange, then converting the replacement rental into a principal residence,
living there for two years and then selling the property and excluding all the
gainfromtaxes. Perfectly legal and very sawy.

The American Jobs Creation Act of 2004 includes a provision that
mandates afiveyear holding period requirement before a rental house
previoudy used as a replacement property may be sold and the proceeds be
eligiblefor the capital gains exclusion of up to $250,000 for the single
taxpayer or $500,000 for the married tax payers. Under this new provison,
ataxpayer who exchanges into arentd homeusing the 1031 exchangeand
then later converts the replacement property into ther principal resdenceis
not allowed to exdude the gain unlessthe sale occurs at least fiveyea's
from the date of its acquisition through the exchange.

If you have a question far
Carmella’'s Red Estate Corner
please call Carmella at
(408) 354-1235 ext. 841
o snd anemail to

cgraham@apr.com

Theprovisonsfor the new law are dfective for personal resdence sales occurring on or

after October 22, 2004 so taxpayers who previoudy acquired their current resdence through a

years before selling this homeand exclusion the gain.

tax deferred exchangewith in the past three years will now haveto wait at least another two /\l\

Homeowner reminder; After therains and winds of thelast few weeks, take amoment and do a

quick visual inspection of your roof for any dipped on missing tiles and havethese repaired or

replaced as quickly aspossible.




Park Canmittee
Members

JeCasdta
casetta@usi bm.oam
MikeKubiniec

MT Kubiniec@cscam

AmyPaghal
atpashal@ad.can

Nancy Sakal
dsakal @ear thlinkret

Bryan Shider
asti0ahdmdon
Shdley Shisler

NickWright
nick@wright.org

The Park Committee
medts quarterly at a
members' houseand
discusses various
plansfor park
improvement

Almaden Winery Neighborhood Park News...

Park Committe Update...

There was ameeting of the park commitee last week. Themost important item of the agenda
was the $2,000 grant recieved from San Jose Beautiful. Thank you Nancy Sakal for thetime and
effort expended in applying for thisgrant! The most pressing concern from the Park Committee
was securing neighborhood volunteers to asss with the execution of the projectsto continueto
make our park awonderful areafor our residents.

Brian Cabral, newest member of the park committee has pruned and restaked the vineyards.
Additiond projects to be completed include rewiring, irrigation and mulching.

Carol Sweetgpple obtained eighteen free rose bushes from the City of Neward and has planted
mogt of themin the park area

There are two positions available on the park committee, they are:

Adopt-a-Park Liaison - Turnsin volunteer hoursto Adopt-a-Park. Might requirea one time
meeting with Manny L opez

Parks and Recreation Liaison - Receives e-mail from neighbors who have discovered problems
in the park and forwards to the Superintendent of Maintenance for Parks and Recreation

Meet a Park Volunteer...

Hello, | am Cara Sweetapple ahorticulturalist and the Adopt-a-park volunteer at the
Rose Garden in Almaden Winery Park. For the past year | have worked oncea week, usually
Wednesday momings, helping the city gardener(s) by pruning the roses. Pruning encourages the
roses to repeat bloom and keeps side branches from growing over the pathways.

| retired from Stanford University Grounds Department in June 2003. | havelived in the
Cambrian neighborhood since 1979. Over theyears | visited Almaden Winery and attended some
wonderful events held on the site tha isnow Almaden Winey park. | enjoy caring for the Rose
Garden and | gopreciateits beauty and historical importance. Please stop by to say helloif you
are passing through the Rose Garden.

Evening Mom's Group

Neighborhood moms with children up to kin-
dergarten age meet every other T hursday evening
from 5:30to 7:00 pm both in homes and at the
Almaden Winery Park. For more information,
please contact Briana Soss at 408-448-2515 or
brianaathome@yahoo.com

Websites of Interest

AWNA. org- Thisisthe official website for

the latest information about our neighborhood

activities and for thearchive of past AWNA activities and newdetters.

Almadenmothers@yahoogroups.com - Thisgroup is used for neighborhood questions rd ated
to kids, schodls, etc. Can also beused to advertise local events for children and/or parents.

Eveningplaygroup@yahoogroups.com - This group is the evening mom’s group which meets
every other Thursday night from 5:30-7pm. It isa sub-set of the almaden mothers group.

You may request to be added to any of these email lists by going to the website & sending an
email to thegroup moderator.



Almaden Winery Nieghbor hood Dir ectory

Support your neighbor sas they support the neighbor hood!

* Integrd DNA Facial* Lymphatic Drainage Treatment
* Pre & Post Cosmetic surgery Treament*
lontosonic Treament* AcneTreament
M andy Komeili, Licensed Aesthetidan P.M .E./Educator
408.264.7546 www. Ruzhin.net




AWNA
Future M eeting
Dates-

2005
First Thursday of:
February
May
August
October
December

All meetings will
be held at the
Almaden Winery
Community Center
and
will begin at
6:45 with the
Pizza Socid
and concl udesat
approximatel y
8:30

The Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
NeedsYour Support!
Asyou know, the Almaden Wi nery Ne ghborhood A ssociation does not collect any dues
and has no mandatory fees. All community-wide activities and this newsletter arefunded
exclusively through your individua contributions. This newsletter would not be pos-
sible unless we received donations. Won't you consider making a donati on? $5, $10,
$20 or whatever you chose is fine. Please make your check out to the Almaden Winery
Neighborhood A ssociti on, and complete the following:
Yes! | would like to make a donation!
(Pleasefill in the requested infor mation so you can be added to the AWNA Directory.
All information will be held in the strictest confidentiality and will not be used
for commercial purposes.)

Name:

Address:

Telephone: H: W
Email Address:

Amount; $5 $10 $20 Other

Mail or ddiver to: Almaden W nery Nei ghborhood Association
c/o Michad Kubiniec, 5666 Brionne Drive, San Jose, CA 95118-3914
Thank you very much for your generosity!

Thank You For Supporting AWNA

A very big thank you to the following for their monetary contributions to the AWNA
over the past severd months: Asmelash and AlgaKifle, Christine Lavazza, Larry Ely,
Uriel Vargas, Karen Van Dyke, Jim & Carmella Graham and Margaret Rappuchi. Addi-
tiona ly, thank you to those that made donations at our Hal oween Activity. As you know,
the AWNA is an al-volunteer community organization that subsists only on contribution
made by you. For example, these funds pay for the cost of printing this newsletter. If you
would like to make acontribution - noneis too small! - complete the donation form
found above. Thank you!

Vindand
Library Hours

M-W
11-8 p.m.
TH-SA
10-6 p.m.
SUNDAY
Closed

Haloween Party
and Parade-
2004



