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Please Join Us (and bring a neighbor)...
First AWNA Meeting of 2005*

Thursday,  February 3
Almaden Winery Community Center

Pizza Social at 6:45 pm   Meeting Begins at 7:00 pm

Meet District Coucil Member Nancy Pyle &

Traci Tokunaga Almaden Community Center Supervisor

(*Please note new meeting day and location)

Youth Lot Update
By Dede Smullen

Thanks to the neighborhood support and City staff's hard work the Youth Lot is
proceeding on schedule and will be opening in late March or conservatively in early April.  We
will be planning a community planting day to fulfill the terms of our CAP grant as soon as the
contractor has vacated the site.  After this we are considering a "Grand Opening/Community
Picnic" to celebrate our hard work as soon as the weather permits.   
 
Color Change on Play Structure -- Seeking Community Input

You may have noticed the bright red slide stored on the side of old winery building --
we certainly did!  Especially since City Staff had assured us that per the Community's request,
the play structure would match the neutral tones (green and tan) of the existing structure.  We
raised this issue with the City in early December but did not get a response until late last week,
after the main structure was installed.  Art Rosales from the City has informed us that it would
be cost prohibitive to remove and replace parts of  the main play structure with the correct
colors, however we could replace the large red slides with a more neutral color like green or
tan.  This would cost between $6500 and $9000, paid for from leftover project funds. Costs
are associated primarily with shipping such large structures.  (The City was planning to use
these funds for other projects in the park like landscaping and irrigation.)  This change could
also add up to 2 months to the project, depending upon when the slides were ordered.  We are
seeking community input on this issue   If you feel strongly  that the colors should be changed
please email me at wineryyouthlot@sbcglobal.net.  Please respond with any comments
by January 30th, 2005.

For your information "matching existing colors of play structure" was ranked sixth
among design issues by the neighborhood (behind providing shade (1), protecting trees (2),
providing walkways (3), matching Victorian theme (4) and matching architecture of the
neighborhood(5)).
  Thank you, as always, for your input.
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AWNA Meeting Changes
 by Michael Kubiniec President, AWNA

With the opening of the Almaden Winery Community Center Building, we are now
moving our AWNA General Meeting back there from the Vineland Library. Hopefully, being
closer to everyone in the neighborhood, it will be more convenient for you to attend. I do hope
you attend our next meeting as it will be a good one! Lots of changes all around. More on that
later (see article on page 3,  Volunteerism and What's Next for AWNA).  However, the meeting
dates have changed that have been previously been published. At the Vineland Library, we were
meeting on the first Tuesday in the months of February, May, August, October and December.
With the switch to the Almaden Winery CC, the meetings will now be on the first Thursday of
these same months. Therefore, for 2005, the meeting dates for 2005 are: February 3, May 5,
August  4, October 6, and December 1

Again, the meeting starts at 7:00 PM and will go to about 8:15 PM. There is absolutely
no requirement for you to stay the whole time. Our "Pizza Social" will continue to start at 6:45
PM. So, if you're coming directly from work, please do come to the meeting since we'll have
something for you to eat and drink.

For our February meeting, we'll have in attendance Nancy Pyle, our new District 10
Council member! She and her staff really want to meet members from our neighborhood and to
get to know us. This is an excellent opportunity for us as well to find out what is on her mind.
And, we'll be able to ask her questions and address any concerns you have with her. A member
from Nancy's staff will continue to attend our regular AWNA meetings to provide us City and
District 10 updates and to hear your concerns or questions.

Additionally, Traci Tokunaga, the Almaden Winery Community Center Building Super-
visor will be in attendance. She would like to brief us on the upcoming  programming for the
building and provide details on how you can rent out facilities for private parties or other activi-
ties. She is also very concerned on the impact the use of the building will have on our neighbor-
hood; i.e. traffic, parking, noise, etc; especially on the neighbors on Chambertin who live in
close proximity of the building. In the last few weeks (and yesterday), there have been large
gatherings and she suspects many of you have concerns.

So, mark down these new dates on your calendar for the AWNA meetings.  Thursday is a
nice day to have these meetings - toward the end of the week - so I hope you can attend and
bring a friend or neighbor!

Lighting the way to a New Year!
by Carmella Graham

Braving the elements (just a little mist and some cool, evening temperatures) a group of
hearty volunteer neighbors walked the streets of Vintage, Tresor and Vineland in search of the
best decorated house for the 2004 holiday season .  During this walk and after much discussion,
a meeting of the minds occurred among the volunteers... with so many excellent decorating jobs,
it was particularly difficult to select just one winner so the awards were expanded to include the
top three homes in our neighborhoods and the award money was also increased to $100.00 for
first place, $75.00 for second place and $50.00 for third place.  (A little help with the PG & E
bill?)

The volunteers were happy to select 5625 Mireille as the first place winner with a
stunning array of circuit popping lights.  Second place was awarded to 5705 Chambertin Drive
and in third place was 5643 Mireille.  Once again, Bordelais won for the best block with almost
100% of the homes decorated and ablaze with lights.  Mirielle received an honorable mention for
some excellent participation.  Best decorated (but unlit) home was a tie between 1505 Tournaine
and 5612 Bellagio Drive.  Unfortunately, neither homes were lit the night of the contest but the
committee felt compelled to mention both since they had been so spectacular during the holiday
season.

Special thanks to Valerie and Tim Orsley on Bordelais Drive who, once again, coordi-
nated the Christmas tree order, delivery and installation on the front lawns for the neighborhood.
It helps make our neighborhood a very special place to live!

Articles Wanted

for the next

AWNA

Newsletter

Submit them to

Jim Graham

jgraham269@

earthlink.net

by  March 11
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Neighborhood Bits & Bytes...

It's Time For Another Neighborhood Watch
It has been several years since we had the City present to us

on Neighborhood Watch - a program whose goal is to promote safety
awareness in our communities. With the ongoing turnover in our
neighborhood, it is time to do this again and to provide newer
homeowners the awareness training to help keep their homes and our
neighborhood safe. If you have participated in the program before,
this provides an excellent opportunity for a refresher. Although we
live in a relatively safe neighborhood in the safest part of the city, our
community, with its relative affluence, can attract the potential for
crime. In years past, we have experienced vandalism, mail theft, car
break ins, identity theft and one or two home break ins. To keep our
neighborhood and park safe, it requires the ongoing involvement and
safety awareness of all 368 homeowners. The AWNA is seeking an individual to help coordinate
this activity with the City and set up the community meeting. The time commitment is small but
the rewards are great in providing this valuable service for our neighborhood. If you are inter-
ested in coordinating this, contact Michael Kubiniec, (408) 445-2644; mtkubiniec@cs.com.

Volunteerism and What’s Next For AWNA?
If you have been a homeowner in our neighborhood, certainly you know of our

neighborhood association – the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association. We formed in 1996,
and for almost 9 years, many people in our community have given of their time and talents to
improve our quality of life. We have achieved numerous accomplishments over the years. Some
examples include: rebuilding the 2 park gazebos, building a tot lot, fundraising for and building (in
progress) a youth lot, planting and maintaining flowers, shrubs and trees in the park, annual
Halloween party for our children, annual community picnics and completing improvements in the
upper area of the park.

All of these things just did not happen by themselves. As mentioned, some folks can give
their time and participate in committees, or coordinate various activities. Others donate money.
Both are vitally important to sustain the life of our neighborhood association.

With so many accomplishments over the years, I sense that now is a time of adjustment, a
time when new ideas are needed; a changing of the guard of sorts. So, what’s next for AWNA?
What’s next for our neighborhood? It’s the people on our streets that hold the answers to these
questions. Where do you see our community moving forward? What do you want to see in the next
5 years?

As people move into and out of our neighborhood, so too with the members that make up
AWNA. What I referring to here specifically is the core group of individuals that “make things
happen”. Just as any other organization, new people need to step in as others lessen their contribution.

Granted, we all lead challenging and demanding professional and personal lives, so it is
tough to find the time and make the choice to take on additional outside activities. But pause for a
moment. Are you able to serve your community in some capacity, any capacity, even for just a few
hours a month? Even if you can just attend the regular AWNA meetings to provide your input to
what is going on, that would be worthwhile indeed.

The next AWNA meeting is Thursday, February 3, 2005, 7:00 PM at our Community
Center Building. Come on out! Be a part of keeping our community as great as it is. Your ideas and
involvement are needed to sustain the energy of our neighborhood.

Neighborhood Picnic
Help plan our annual

Picnic in the park
Please contact

Jim Graham at
jgraham269

@earthlink.net or
Mike Kubiniec at

mtkubiniec@cs.com
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If you have a question for
Carmella's Real Estate Corner

please call Carmella at
(408) 354-1235 ext. 841

or  send an email to
 cgraham@apr.com

Carmella's Real Estate Corner
By Carmella Graham, Neighbor & Realtor

The questions for this month are:  With the opening of the renovated
Almaden Community Center, what impact to you think it will have on
the neighborhood and the property values?  I am particularly con-
cerned with the increase in traffic and possible parking issues.

Any project of this size with the calendar of events and activities
offered is bound to have an effect on the neighborhood.  It will be the
responsibility of each and every neighbor the make sure this effect is a
positive one.  I have noticed some potential parking challenges for our
neighbors on Chambertin as well as an increase in the traffic through
the four way stop in the last few weeks,  however, these do not appear
to present any significant problems (no more so that the parking
situation on Treviso at 6:00 PM).  To answer your question, I don't believe the community center
will detract from the desirability of our neighborhood nor have a significant impact on our
property values. Keep in mind that we offer a beautiful park with a Tot lot and soon to be com-
pleted Youth Lot and are within walking distance to the new Vineland Library, both of which
have really enhanced the desirability of the neighborhood.   I would encourage all the neighbors
with any concerns to attend the upcoming AWNA meeting at the community center where many
of your concerns can be addressed and your questions answered.

I understand there has been a change in the tax law this year regarding rental  property
conversions to principle residence and the subsequent tax liability.

Previously an investor could defer capital gain taxes on the sale of a rental property if the
investor reinvests the exchange equity into another investment property (
this was know as a 1031 Exchange).  In the last few years, some investors
have been selling and buying  rental homes through the 1031 tax deferred
exchange, then converting the replacement rental into a principal residence,
living there for two years and then selling the property and excluding all the
gain from taxes.  Perfectly legal and very savvy.

The American Jobs Creation Act of 2004 includes a provision that
mandates a five year holding period requirement before a rental house
previously used as a replacement property may be sold and the proceeds be
eligible for the capital gains exclusion of up to $250,000 for the single
taxpayer or $500,000 for the married tax payers.  Under this new provision,
a taxpayer who exchanges into a rental home using the 1031 exchange and
then later converts the replacement property into their principal residence is
not allowed to exclude the gain unless the sale occurs at least five years
from the date of its acquisition through the exchange.

The provisions for the new law are effective for personal residence sales occurring on or
after October 22, 2004 so taxpayers who previously acquired their current residence through a
tax deferred exchange with in the past three years will now have to wait at least another two
years before selling this home and exclusion the gain.

Homeowner reminder:  After the rains and winds of the last few weeks, take a moment and do a
quick visual inspection of your roof for any slipped on missing tiles and have these repaired or
replaced as quickly as possible.
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Park Committee
Members:

Joe Cassetta
cassetta@us.ibm.com

Mike Kubiniec
MTKubiniec@cs.com

Amy Paschal
atpaschal@aol.com

Nancy Sakal
dsakal@earthlink.net

Bryan Shisler
sidewaysrt10@hotmail.com

Shelley Shisler

Nick Wright
nick@wright.org

Almaden Winery Neighborhood Park News...

Evening Mom's Group
Neighborhood moms with children up to kin-
dergarten age meet every other Thursday evening
from 5:30 to 7:00 pm both in homes and at the
Almaden Winery Park.  For more information,
please contact Briana Soss at 408-448-2515 or
brianaathome@yahoo.com

Websites of Interest
AWNA. org- This is the official website for
the latest information about our neighborhood
activities and for the archive of past AWNA activities and newsletters.

Almadenmothers@yahoogroups.com - This group is used for neighborhood questions related
to kids, schools, etc.  Can also be used to advertise local events for children and/or parents.

Eveningplaygroup@yahoogroups.com - This group is the evening mom’s group which meets
every other Thursday night from 5:30-7pm.  It is a sub-set of the almaden mothers group.
You may request to be added to any of these email lists by going to the website & sending an
email to the group moderator.

Park Committe Update...
There was a meeting of the park commitee last week.  The most important item of the agenda
was the $2,000 grant recieved from San Jose Beautiful.  Thank you Nancy Sakal for the time and
effort expended in applying for this grant!  The most pressing concern from the Park Committee
was securing neighborhood volunteers to assist with the execution of the projects to continue to
make our park a wonderful area for our residents.
Brian Cabral, newest member of the park committee has pruned and restaked the vineyards.
Additional projects to be completed include rewiring, irrigation and mulching.
Carol Sweetapple obtained eighteen free rose bushes from the City of Neward and has planted
most of them in the park area.
There are two positions available on the park committee, they are:
Adopt-a-Park Liaison - Turns in volunteer hours to Adopt-a-Park.  Might require a one time
meeting with Manny Lopez.
Parks and Recreation Liaison - Receives e-mail from neighbors who have discovered problems
in the park and forwards  to the Superintendent of Maintenance for Parks and Recreation

Meet a Park Volunteer...

Hello, I am Carol Sweetapple a horticulturalist and the Adopt-a-park volunteer at the
Rose Garden in Almaden Winery Park.  For the past year I have worked once a week, usually
Wednesday mornings, helping the city gardener(s) by pruning the roses. Pruning encourages the
roses to repeat bloom and keeps side branches from growing over the pathways.

I retired from Stanford University Grounds Department in June 2003. I have lived in the
Cambrian neighborhood since 1979. Over the years I visited Almaden Winery and attended some
wonderful events held on the site that is now  Almaden Winery park. I enjoy caring for the Rose
Garden and I appreciate its’ beauty and historical importance.  Please stop by to say hello if you
are passing through the Rose Garden.

The Park Committee
meets quarterly at a
members' house and

discusses various
plans for park
improvement
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Almaden Winery Nieghborhood Directory
Support your neighbors as they support the neighborhood!

Kid's  Corner
Listings are

available to the
neighborhood

youth looking for a
job at no charge!
Listings must be

submitted by  the
15th of each month

to jgraham269
@earthlink.net

Kid's
Corner

Babysitter &
Pet Sitter
 Available:

Ashley Kubiniec
is a very depend-

able
12 year old

and enjoys being
around kids and

pets.
She is available
to babysit your
children on the
weekends and
some weekday

afternoons.
Ashley is also

available to pet sit
while you are

away.
Dependable and

caring.
Lives in the

 Almaden Winery.
If interested,

call Ashley at
445-2644.

* Integral DNA Facial* Lymphatic Drainage Treatment
* Pre & Post Cosmetic surgery Treatment*

Iontosonic Treatment* Acne Treatment
Mandy Komeili,   Licensed Aesthetician P.M.E./Educator

 408.264.7546                         www.Ruzhin.net



7

The Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
Needs Your Support!

As you know, the Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association does not collect any dues
and has no mandatory fees. All community-wide activities and this newsletter are funded
exclusively through your  individual contributions. This newsletter would not be pos-
sible unless we received donations. Won’t you consider making a donation? $5, $10,
$20 or whatever you chose is fine. Please make your check out to the Almaden Winery
Neighborhood Association, and complete the following:

  Yes! I would like to make a donation!
(Please fill in the requested information so you can be added to the AWNA Directory.
All information will be held in the strictest confidentiality and will not be used
for commercial purposes.)

Name:  ________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
Telephone: H:  _______________________ W:  ________________________
Email Address:___________________________________________
Amount: $5  _____     $10  _____     $20  _____     Other  _____

Mail or deliver to:Almaden Winery Neighborhood Association
c/o Michael Kubiniec, 5666 Brionne Drive, San Jose, CA 95118-3914

Thank you very much for your generosity!

AWNA
Future Meeting

Dates-

2005
First Thursday of:

February
May

August
October

December

All meetings will
be held at the

Almaden Winery
Community Center

and
will begin at
6:45 with the
 Pizza Social

and concludeat
approximately

8:30

Vineland
Library Hours

M-W

11-8 p.m.

TH-SA

10-6 p.m.

SUNDAY

Closed

Thank You For Supporting AWNA
A very big thank you to the following for their monetary contributions to the AWNA
over the past several months: Asmelash and Alga Kifle, Christine Lavazza, Larry Ely,
Uriel Vargas, Karen Van Dyke, Jim & Carmella Graham and Margaret Rappuchi. Addi-
tionally, thank you to those that made donations at our Halloween Activity. As you know,
the AWNA is an all-volunteer community organization that subsists only on contribution
made by you. For example, these funds pay for the cost of printing this newsletter. If you
would like to make acontribution - none is too small! - complete the donation form
found above. Thank you!

Halloween Party
and Parade-

2004


